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Platform Statement

osmetic pesticides – those chemicals used to control pests in outdoor spaces like lawns and
rdens – are unsafe and unnecessary for the maintenance of green and healthy greenspace.
ith current regulations, it is virtually impossible to avoid exposure to these chemicals.

osmetic Pesticides Are Unsafe
Acute effects of pesticide exposure range from irritation of the nose, eyes and throat,
burning, itches and rashes to nausea, vomiting, headaches and general malaise;i

Scientific studies reveal links between pesticide exposure and higher risk of leukemiaii, non-
Hodgkin’s lymphomaiii, soft tissue sarcomasiv and prostate cancer;v

Children are particularly susceptible to harm from pesticides, both in utero and during
childhood.  Pesticides may cause birth defectsvi, developmental delaysvii, hyperactivity7,
behavioural disorders7, motor dysfunction7, nervous system disruption8 and
immunotoxicity.ix

Studies have found cosmetic pesticides to contaminate urban watersheds – the source of
drinking water and key to ecological sustainability – throughout the Great Lakes basin.x

sticide Exposure is Currently Unavoidable
e are exposed to pesticides in virtually all aspects of our lives.  Canada’s regulatory framework
lows for the continued development and use of cosmetic pesticides while depriving us of the
ght to live protected from these exposures.  The pesticide industry publicly promises continued
e of chemicals for the maintenance of lawns and gardens.

osmetic Pesticides Are Unnecessary
ealthy, disease-resistant lawns and gardens are possible through chemical-free horticultural
ethods.  A growing sector of pesticide-free lawn care and landscaping companies provides
portunities for workers and industries interested in phasing-out chemicals.xi

or these reasons, we have come together to support the adoption of municipal pesticide
laws, and to oppose the exclusive adoption of voluntary initiatives advocated by the pesticide
dustry.

he Supreme Court of Canada affirmed the right of municipalities to restrict the use of pesticides
 both public and private property.  Pesticide bylaws are a necessary complement to federal and
ovincial regulations in order to fully guarantee the rights of citizens to be protected from
sticide exposure.

e seek municipal bylaws that would include public education programs and phased-in
ohibitions of cosmetic pesticides on private property.   We will work together to educate and
courage our members, citizens and locally-elected officials to support precautionary bylaws in
eir communities.
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Members as of November 8th, 2002

Ontario College of Family Physicians

Canadian Environmental Law Association

Registered Nurses Association of Ontario

Association of Early Childhood Educators, Ontario

United Steel Workers of America

Humane Society of Canada

Great Lakes United

Breast Cancer Prevention Coalition

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment

Women's Healthy Environments Network

Toronto Environmental Alliance

Pesticide Free Ontario
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