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• Launched in September 2018
• 9-month pilot, part time
• Collaborate with communities, 

residents, non-profits and community 
legal aid clinics on existing and 
emerging issues affecting human health 
and environmental protection

• Increase reach in areas historically 
underserved

http://www.cela.ca/collections/justice/northern-services

An Introduction to CELA
Northern Services Pilot Project 

http://www.cela.ca/collections/justice/northern-services


Part I
Context of Drilling Program
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Study Areas
Status of Activities 

Hornepayne, Ignace and Manitouwadge Status
Preliminary Assessment (Step 3: Phase 2)

Description of Activities
1. Field activities

• Initial field studies: Geophysical surveys, environmental 
surveys, and geological mapping 

• Intensive fieldwork phase: detailed studies that focus on 
potential repository sites within an area

2. Engagement Activities 

Timeline: estimated completion by 2022 (site selection 2023)
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Study Areas
Current Drilling and Exploration Activities

Hornepayne
• Permission from MNRF sought for potential drilling –

drilling to commence late 2018/early 2019
• Environmental characterization baseline studies being 

prepared
• Indigenous engagement report not yet submitted (as of Jan 

22, 2019) – consultation ongoing

Ignace
• Hydraulic testing finished; drilling commenced (first 

exploratory hole drilled Jan 2017)
• Preparation for additional borehole drilling underway 
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Study Areas
Borehole Drilling and Testing

• Rotary drill rig used to obtain rock cores up to a depth of 
about 1 km
• DGR is to be constructed at approximate depth of 500m

• Footprint required to drill a borehole is 60m x 60m

• Core reveals geophysical (ie. Information on minerals, 
fractures and groundwater flow) and geomechanical
features (ie. rock strength), and hydraulic conductivity 



7

Part II

Provincial Authority

Memorandum of Understanding
Permission Agreement

Mining Act 
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2. Provincial Authority
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry

Public Lands Act, RSO 1990, c P 43

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Function of Minister
2 (1) The Minister shall have charge of the management, sale 
and disposition of the public lands and forests.

Agreements
(2) The Minister may enter into agreements with any person 
for the purpose of carrying out his or her duties under this 
Act.
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2. Provincial Authority
Memorandum of Understanding b/t NWMO & MNRF

WHEREAS, when NWMO proposes to conduct a Borehole Drilling 
Project on Crown Land NWMO will be required to provide site-
specific details related to the Borehole Drilling Project; 

WHEREAS, MNRF will require NWMO to comply with terms or 
conditions addressing a range of requirements related to Borehole 
Drilling Projects on Crown Land, including but not limited to, the 
environment, biodiversity, and public safety; 

MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING between … Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 

And 
NUCLEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION (referred to as "NWMO")
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2. Provincial Authority
Agreement between NWMO and MNRF

Source: “MNRF Ignace Borehole Permission” online

https://www.nwmo.ca/%7E/media/Site/Files/PDFs/2018/08/10/14/33/NWMO_Borehole1_Permission_Agreement_2017_10_10.ashx?la=en
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2. Provincial Authority
Agreement between NWMO and MNRF (con’t)

Source: online

https://www.nwmo.ca/%7E/media/Site/Files/PDFs/2018/08/10/14/33/NWMO_Borehole1_Permission_Agreement_2017_10_10.ashx?la=en
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2. Provincial Authority
Agreement between NWMO and MNRF (con’t)
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2. Provincial Authority
Agreement between NWMO and MNRF (con’t)
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2. Provincial Authority
Agreement between NWMO and MNRF (con’t)
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2. Provincial Authority
Mining Act 
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2. Provincial Authority
Mining Act - Purpose 

“The purpose of this Act is to encourage prospecting, 
registration of mining claims and exploration for the 

development of mineral resources, 
in a manner consistent with the recognition and 

affirmation of existing Aboriginal and treaty rights in 
section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, 

including the duty to consult, and to minimize the 
impact of these activities on public health and safety 

and the environment.”
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2. Provincial Authority
Mining Act - Early Exploration Plans and Permits 

• Plans and permits oversee line cutting, mechanized drilling, 
surface stripping, and pitting and trenching of rock

• Exploration permit required if:
• Clearing is more than 1.5 m in width
• Drill weigh exceeds 150 kg
• Surface stripping exceeds 100 m2

• Trenching disturbs more than 3 m3 or 200 m radius 

• If thresholds not exceeded, no exploration permit required 
– only exploration plan submitted to Ministry informing of 
actions 
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2. Provincial Authority
Mining Act and Environmental Compliance Approvals

• Environmental compliance approvals (ECA) likely to 
accompany exploration activity include approvals for air 
emissions, noise, and waste, permit to take water

• ECA (Air and Noise)
• Air quality modelling done to predict effects of project on 

existing air quality
• Noise assessment done to predict effects of project on 

existing noise levels 

• Explore environmental compliance approvals using: 
http://www.accessenvironment.ene.gov.on.ca

http://www.accessenvironment.ene.gov.on.ca/
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2. Provincial Authority
Mining Act and Environmental Compliance Approvals
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2. Provincial Authority
Mining Act and Environmental Compliance Approvals

• Screen shot of Ignace work and map of ECAs (none)
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3. Resources 
Environmental Registry

Search the Environmental Registry: https://ero.ontario.ca/
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3. Resources 
Tracking Exploration Plans and Permits

Source: https://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/ogsearth
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3. Resources 
Tracking Drill Holes

Source: https://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/ogsearth/drill-
holes
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3. Resources 
Community Liaison Committees

Hornepayne: 
http://clcinfo.ca/hornepayne/meetings/

Ignace: 
http://clcinfo.ca/ignace/meetings/

Manitouwadge: 
https://clcinfo.ca/manitouwadge/meeti
ngs/

http://clcinfo.ca/hornepayne/meetings/
http://clcinfo.ca/ignace/meetings/
https://clcinfo.ca/manitouwadge/meetings/
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Thank you!

For more information:

http://www.cela.ca
kerrie@cela.ca

mailto:kerrie@cela.ca
https://twitter.com/KerrieApollo
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