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NUISANCE AQUATIC 
PLANTS 

ISSUES 

AND 

OPTIONS 

I~Plan 

Seaway construction and c:"ce~s 
nutrients have resalled in proliftc plant 
growth ill the 51. Lavm::ncc River area 

of concern. which binde1'!l boating. ft5hing. 
!lwimming and other river recrea tion in late 
summer. 
Oen~ aquatic " Ianl bed!iil ohen f('strici 

boat aca:ss and an: therefore 8 cona:m ror 
shoreline landowners and commercial 
businesse'> dependent on the rivc. 's loorist 
trame. 

When aquatic plants break off or are CUI 
b) propelfers. they form huge mats up 10 
one metre !hick which float 10 shore. block 
access to tbe ri~e r. aDd create !Mcteria and 
odour problems L~ they rot. 
E~cess algae (otherwise known as 

"scum") coals fishing nels and other 
surface§ and make!; ~imming unpleasant. 
Occasionally il causes taste problems in 
municipal w:Uer supplit2>. 
Plant growth has increased bc:cau"c of 

('hang"" in r i vr" flnw hMllehl <lhmll ny 
Seaway and dam construction. In addition, 

excns input of Dutrient'i such as 

f~~!~!:fm~~(j~=:::~:t~:':I~~1 
Sewagc treatmcnt planls, facloric5 and 

faulty SCplic systems all release phosphuru. .. 
10 the river. Agricuhural runoff of chemical 
fertilizers and improperly handled manure 
and milkbOlL'ie wal'lh waler al!iO alntrihules 
!iignificanl amount .. of nulrienlS to the river. 

Model1lte growth of plants and algae is 

~~~r::=:JenrO~Ja~ t s ~~~~rJe f~S\U:~~ 
wildlife w ith food and babitat and they lake 
up contanUnants such <l'i mcrcury to some 
enent. Weed beds affeci now patlenm and 
l'Icdimenr sC lil ing on the river boltom. 
Altering weed beds could. in fact stir up 
pollutants in the sediment. 

The challenge. Iherefnre, is III reduce the 
negative effects of exc."CS. .. ive aquatic planl 
growtb without up&cuing the delicate 
ba lance of nalure. A{,proaches for 
nrhil'v in$ fhie; goal "T" rh<;rIKvd on Ihl' 
reverse !>Ide of this pamphlel. 

NUISANCE AQUATIC PLANTS 
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Many options arc being considered 
10 address Ihe problems of 
excessIVe plant and algae growth 

described on the: reverse ~ide or tbis 
pamphlel. 

One option for opening up boating aoc:ess 
is to CUi channels through the planl beds. 
This can be done by means of a 
llOvemmenl regulated plan I harvest 109 

~[~~~ p~;n~uifJi~;~~ru~:'u~~a~~°aJ:~ 
river now pallemt., bal the environmental 
impaas of this at.1ivilY would first need 10 
be asse'iStd. 

Roning plant masses thai caw.c bacteria 
and odour problems can be removed. and a 
study could be: don(' to find oul why plants 
break (Iff and form Ooating mats. If boat 
Iraffic il!o a cOillribUling factor. speed limits 
can be lowered 

A number of opliono; exiq for reducing lhe 
amount of nutrients entering the river. For 
example. groalcr reslficlions can be placed 
on discbarges of phosphorus from liewage 
Hellmenl plants. iDduslric~ and fauhy 
septic systems. 

* ----

" ublic education programs can help to 
discourage use of the river for direct 
di:!ocbar&cs hom shoreliae properties on 
Lake SI. Francis. 

Nutrienl input from agricultural sources 
can be reduc:t:d by impro\led haodling of 
chemical ferti lizers. manure. and mil.khou~ 
wash walcr in order 10 minimize nutrient 
tunoff. Fencmg livestock oul of streams 
will aho keep exccl'S nutrienb. from 
entering tbe river and its tributaries. 

OptioRs for reducin~ phosphorus inpuls 
from hou.'Cehold cleanIng products include 

~ar~~~il~g :h~U~~i~ ~~u~a~~~ .. np~~~~:a_7r:~ 
producl:!o or recommending that regulations 
be establi:!ohed prohibiting the sale of 
delergents thai contain poo.<iphaws. 

Thb pamphlet brie ny summarizes the 
many i~ues and options being considered. 
To utltain more information, call the 
Cornwall RAP. Environment &. Energy 
Onlario. 1-800-267-0974. We invite public 
comment al liny uf Ihe opcnhou!oes or 
public mcetinp 10 be held in !be Cornwall 
area , 

Aquatit PlDn/~' 
Aq .. ';~ plap •• prov;d~ nccu .. ,y 
rood-'habiLotfo<ftJhaSld-adlif .. 
!lowe""" eo«~,iw" ,,'"nt I'O""~ 
hi"""''''''''''' iqgorvt(\lhr,rrocrr .. ';.,.w 
pUmli:&. 

Du.s._III_ ........ """ D __ 
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