


Pipeline, continued from page 1
We also suggested Consumers Utili-

ties, the company acting as a partner

with York Region, failed to consider
impacts from this diversion to Geor-
‘gian Bay and the other lakes down-
stream. GBA also stated York and Con-
sumers had not received all federal and
international approvals and that the
public had not beén adequately con-
. sulted.

GBA successfully rallied community
support for our demand that massive
projects like these pipelines be subject-
ed to an individual environmental
assessment and not simply a cutsory
process as attempted by York.

We were supported in this request to
Ontario’s Minister of Energy and the
Environment by the Town of Parry
Sound and the Townships of Georgian
Bay, Foley, McDougall, Carling and
the Archipelago. _

On Dec. 19, + & #&

York Region
council
announced its
preferred long
term water sup- ¥
ply  strategy, .
which involves
the construction ¢
of a “Durham
West” pipeline to
bring water from i ' ?ntf /OW”
Lake Ontarioto -~
York Region ©
through Pickering.

This strategy also involves an
unspecified amount of water from
Lake Simcoe and continued use of the
Metro Toronto water supply system.

Federal Environment Minister Sergio
Marchi praised the GBA’s involvement
in the review process.

“The submission is very thorough
and it is evident that considerable
research has gone into its preparation,”
Marchi said in a letter to GBA Presi-
dent Pat Northey.

“It 15 gratifying to note that York
Region council has subsequently
adopted .a plan that is largely depen-
dent on Lake Ontario as the primary
new source of water for the region.
Quite likely, the concerns such as those
expressed by your Association influ-
enced the decision.”

Although the selection of this alter-
native sets our minds to rest with

bt

into the St.

o s

- “In less than 40 years
from_now,, the flow from

River ‘will ‘havebeen
reducedto: less: than
- three-quarters of its cur-

regard to the use of Georgian Bay as a
water source, concerns still remain
about the use of Lake Simcoe and pos-

‘sible impacts on Georgian Bay.

Given the uncertainty associated
with withdrawals from Lake Simcoe
and the possible effect of those with-
drawals on Georgian Bay, it is prudent
for the GBA to continue monitoring
this project and reviewing information
as it becomes available.

There are several other regional
municipalities either already undertak-
ing private sector partnerships for
water/wastewater infrastructure, or
ready to start. The York Region project
is setting a precedent for those projects
yet to come.

It is in our interest to fight these bat-
tles now and raise issue with a plan-
ning process that may be inadequate.

Therefore, GBA

« + =« « will continue to
monitor this pro-
ject, and others as
they arise, and will
continue to work in
liaison with Great
Lakes United, the
federal government

Lawrence

Environmental Law

Association  to

ensure the integrity

of the process being
" used to plan water
pipelines so they do not harm the envi-
ronment.

The reason for the vigilance is obvi-
ous. A recent report by Great Lakes
United bluntly stated how precious a
resource our water is.

“In less than 40 years from now, the
flow from the Great Lakes system into
the St. Lawrence River will have been
reduced to less than three-quarters of
its current flow,” said the report called
The Fate of the Great Lakes: Sustain-
ing or Draining the Sweetwater Seas?

“This i1s without taking into account
the compounding impact that diversion
out of the Great Lakes could have on
the levels and flows of the Great
Lakes.”

Annelise Grieve is a new GBA
Director from Blackstone Lake and a
member of GBA’s Environment Com-
mittee.

and the Canadian .

S Opinion
Adventures in
Amalgamation

by Scott White

When I left my cottage last fall, it
was located in the quiet, self-sustain-

ing community of McGregor Bay.

By the time I return this spring, my
cottage will be part of the tongue-
twisting municipality known as the
Town of Northeastern Manltoulln and
the Islands.

The McGregor Bay Association,
along with our neighbors in the Bay of
Islands Cottagers Association, got a
harsh lesson in municipal politics this
winter.

It was hardly a Mega-City fight, but
it was a hard-fought campaign by sea-
sonal residents in northern Georgian
Bay to stop a process that was steam-
ing ahead without any consideration
of the wishes of cottagers.

The Manitoulin Island municipali-
ties of Little Current and Howland
Township joined forces to annex our
areas and other unclaimed islands
around the Manitoulin.

The first word our associations got
on the planned amalgamation was in
October — about the time the last cot-
tager closed up for the winter.

Because the majority of the seasonal
residents in our area are from the
United States, it was-difficult to rally
a united front against the local coun-
cils and the Municipal Affairs legisla-
tion which permits these takeovers.

The GBA was not directly involved
in our fight against amalgamation, but
Executive Director John Birnbaum
and President Patrick Northey
offered practical advice and useful
resources.

GBA Vice-President Hugh McLel-
land, who represents Bay of Islands,
led the way, as did a number of our
dedicated members who live in the
North.

While we couldn’t stop amalgama-
tion, our associations now have a loud
voice in the process and will be a
force to deal with on municipal issues.

UPDATE Editor Scott White repre-
sents McGregor Bay on the GBA

" Board.
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Fish and Wildlife Committee

MNR and GBA co-operate on Georgian Bay fishing concerns

by Sandy Boeckh

The annual fisheries meeting
between the GBA and the Ministry
of Natural Resources Lake Huron Unit,
held Feb. 25, was attended by represen-
tatives from eight member associations

and by MNR staff from Owen Sound,

Parry Sound and Sudbury.
- A wide range of fishing topics were
covered:

Recreational Fisheries

- After years of input from many fish-

ery user groups like GBA members,
MNR has now acknowledged fish pop-
ulations around Georgian Bay have
severely declined and require rehabili-
tation and protection.

- Most of the fishing regulations in
Division 16 were created in the 1930s
and '40s-and are now viewed as too

generous.

Walleye, pike, muskie and small-

- mouth bass are on the affected list

requiring some kind of public review.

Regulatory Changes/Georgian Bay

" Research Initiative

Fishing regulations cannot be
changed without first gathering the sci-
entific data to support such changes.

(This has been done successfully by the

association at the French River.)
As part of a wider slate of issues such
as the effects of cormorants and zebra

mussels, MNR outlined a preliminary

proposal for a three-year comprehen-

- stve survey with the goals of: (i)

acquiring the information necessary to
make wise management decisions; (ii)
involving stakeholders in the review
process and a stewardship council; and
(i11) making meaningful changes to
how rcsources are managed.

This “Georgian Bay Initiative” could
only be funded in part by the province.
The MNR needs partners for both
funding and participation on a steward-
ship council.

Association delegates offered initial
support and suggestions for improving

~ the draft proposal. MNR is expected to

be able to offer a revised specific pro-

. posal shortly.

Big Sound Lake Trout Regulations

The area affected by lake trout regu-
lations in the Big Sound has changed in
1997 with the area extending further
west into Georgian Bay. The winter
fishing area has also been enlarged.
Fall trapnetting showed a large increase
in natural lake trout in 1996. The
appearance of these “wild spawners”-is
an encouraging sign.

Decline in Pike Fishery in Bayfield
Nares

The winter harvest of mature females
prior to reaching the spawning area has
negatively affected the population.
These prime spawners (15-18 1bs.) are
sought by ice fishermen and there is
some concern the season opens too
early. These concerns could be
addressed through regulatory changes.

CFIP Programs

Funding for CFIP programs has
increased and the target is for five pro-
jects per district in the Bay. To ease the
creation of these programs, MNR will
now accept applications anytime during
the year rather than by previously
adhered to deadline dates. Around
Parry Sound, the CFIPs are generally

‘walleye pond rearing projects.

French River Study and Improve-
ment Program Update

The proposal to extend the new regu-
lations (slot size, creel limits) for wall-
eye fishing from the French River fur-
ther out into Georgian Bay is almost
complete. Some consultation with the
Key River community and boundary
definition is still required but it is
hoped the regulations will be in place
by the end of 1997. The goal of the
new regulations is to reduce the fish
harvest without taking away opportuni-
ties for anglers.

Cormorants v

Limited editions of a February 1997
draft report by MNR have been
released which reviews the population
and management of this bird in
Ontario. The most recent stats show an
annual increase of 50 per cent per year

to 1992. There is a critical opportunity
for response to this report-and GBA
will respond by late March. Many
member associations remain concerned
about the impact on fishing.

i
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Federal Government Lamprey
Control Program

The current federal program for lam-
prey control in the Great Lakes has
only been extended until 1998. This is
an important program that must be con-
tinued. All members are encouraged to
take any and all opportunities to remind
the federal government this program
must continue (through the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans). Alternatives
to chemical treatments are currently
being explored with the target of
decreasing the use of lampreycide
(TFM) by 50 per cent by 2000.

Zebra Mussels and Other Exotic
Creatures ,

There are currently 130 exotic
species in the Great Lakes and they are
detrimental to the ecosystem. Estab-
lished colonies of zebra mussels are
now all around Georgian Bay. The
biggest problem for cottagers and resi-
dents will be water intake valves. Pre-
dictions are that the infestation will not
be as serious as it was in Lake Erie;
however, it is interesting to note that
the population of zebra mussels there
has now crashed due to a declining
food source. _

Ruffe are now found in Lake Superi-
or around Thunder Bay and both the
Ruffe and Gobies are expected to be in
Georgian Bay in the future.

Controls on discharges from interna-
tional shipping in the Great Lakes need
to be put in place to stem further
increases in exotic species in our
waters. Again, the federal government
necds constant reminders from mem-
bers of the negative affect on these .
ecosystems.

Sandy Boeckh is a member of
GBA’s Fish and Wildlife Committee
and Chair of Pointe au Baril
Islanders Association’s Fish and
Game Committee.
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