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ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS APPEAL TO UNITED NATIONS:
CHARGE FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS WITH BREAKING INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT

N

BUFFALO, N. Y ——"We are calllng on the United Nations to undertake
-an 1nvest1gat10n to determine why the Federal Governments of the
United States and Canada are breaklng the Great Lakes Water Quality
‘ Agreement " said John Jackson, presldent of Great Lakes Unlted

Great Lakes Unlted and other env1ronmental organlzatlons
across the Great Lakes Basln today released "Broken Agreement "w.
charg1ng the ‘Federal Governments of the Unlted States and Canada
w1th breaklng an 1nternat1ona1 agreement pertaining to the
env1ronment——The Great Lakes Water Quallty Agreement.

"The governments are breaklng their pledges to each other and
to the 45 mllllon people of the Great Lakes—st Lawrence R1ver
.Bas1n," declares the report. |

The groups are appeallng to Secretarvaeneral Javier Perez de
Cuellar of the United Nations to undertake an 1nvest1gatlon of the
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"An iniernational organizaiion dedicated to conserving and protecting the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River”



'governmente' failure to implement thedGreat}Lakes ﬁater Quality
Agreement. . |

"The Agreement is a_precedent-Setting'international agreenent g
:On‘the environment that should serVe.as a model for the rest ef the
'.werld's nations that afelstruggling with'pollntion," said Sarah'v
3M111er of the Canadian Env1ronmenta1 Law Assoc1at10n._ “The Qorld
‘ communlty needs to carefully scrutlnlze and assess 1ts
'1mp1ementat10n."

Great Lakee United has prepared a letter to be sentvteﬁde
.Cuellar detailing environmentalists' concerns.‘iThe'letter Qillnbe
circulated to Great Lakes gfoupsvattending the 6thtBiennia1 Meeting
of the Internationaleoint Conmiseion, being held in Tfaveree_city,
'Michigan, from September 25 to October 1 1991. The letter wiilv
then be transmltted to de Cuellar . N ' o

"Broken,Agreement"'outllnes key‘Agreement-comnitments and
'Internatienai'Jeint_cemmission recommendatione that the gqvernments
have ignored, in some cases. for as long as ten years. Among_other.

neglected commltments and recommendatlons the Federal Governments

have failed tq;

*  Develop a binatienalz"tokics substances management
-'stfategy“; | | |
* -Qeveiop_uniform environmental ptotection standards;
o DeVelop a comprehensiVe,strategy to:achieve zero -

discharge and virtual elimination of persistent toxic
substances;
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"

* - Compile basic information and inventories oritical to
regulating toxic chemicals and to prioritizingfregulatory
actions; | o

~* ' Develop comprehens1ve management programs for
contam1nated sed1ments,

*  Protect and restore wetlands;

* Take special measures’to protect Lake Superior, the most

pristine of the Lakes. |

According to the report's conclusion, "While the Governments
develop news releases to announce . non—actions ev1dence of the
damage to the Great Lakes is mounting: cormorants born w1th club
feet, missing eyes and no brains; bald eagles unable to reproduce;
fish'populations riddled With tumors; and children;withkbehavioral
abnormalities, below-normal memorygfunction, and lower Igs."

"We are witnessing a‘slowldestruction of the éreat Lakes Basin
ecosystem," said Karen Murphy, field co;ordinator of Great Lakes

A\

United. "The governments need to take aggressive action now to

arrest this process and protect these internationai waters."
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