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. INTRODUCTION

-The prob]ems of tox1c chem1ca1 po11ut1on in the N1agara River: have ‘been
well ' documented. ‘Major investigations have identified existing .and

_.potential ‘sources of toxic pollution: along  the River, as has work
"undertaken by the’ parties to this De¢laration, ‘the Internat1ona1 Joint

. Commission and, more - recently,. through the N1agara River - Tox1cs.
_ Comm1ttee (NRTC) report of October 1984.

-Numerous stud1es and 1nvest1gat1ons undertaken over the years “have
contributed s1gn1f1cant1y to the understanding .of the complex problems

in the river. ~.They ‘have also led to -the implementation by the’ B

 jurisdictions of a wide range of control programs and other measures to

. reduce the burden of “toxic chem1ca1s 1n the River.

The Un1ted States Env1ronmenta1 Protectxon Agency (EPA), Env1ronment"
Canada (DOE), the New York State Department of Environmental -
Conservation (NYSDEC) and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE).

- herein referred to as the Parties - have each identified: ,the1r

respect1ve various programs and activities underway or. planned on the

Njagara in their responses to the recommendations of the . Niagara River

‘Toxics Committee. The Parties continue to undertake activities leading -
“to the reductions of toxic chemical pollutants in. both countries in

_caccordance with existing laws and regulations which cont1nue to evo1ve
-“and wh1ch may not be s1m11ar 1n approach.( .

Under Article I of the Great Lakes Water Qua11ty Agreement of 1978

the governments . of Canada and -the United States agreed -to make a -
maximum effort to deve]op programs, pract1ces and technology necessary - = -

~to -eliminate or reduce, to. the maximum. extent . practicable, the

. discharge of pollutants into the Great Lakes System. This Article also
states the policy of the Parties that the discharge of toxic substances: -
in- toxic amounts be prohibited and that- the d1scharge of any or a11'

pers1stent ‘toxic. substances be v1rtua11y e11m1nated

~ While there are other sources of contam1nat1on, the N1agara R1ver is a.
- major contributor of toxic chemical pollutants to Lake Ontario. Public

- .concern over toxics problems in the international waters of the Niagara

~~ "River-and Lake Ontario calls for the unified and collective efforts and .
"will of the four Parties to protect and. improve the quality’ of this
~-valuable resource. Complementary act1ons carr1ed -out in both countr1es“'

“.to address these prob1ems 1nc1ude"

Remedial Action Plans for Areas . of Concern identiffed by fthe
International Joint Commission. (IJC) ‘ - o :

Un1ted States and Canad1an Great Lakes Five Year Strateg1es, |

Canada-Ontar1o Agreement on Great Lakes Nater Qua11ty, R

o

0ngo1ng env1ronmenta1 programs in each Jur1sd1ct1on.



. PURPOSE

“The purpose of this DecTarat1on 1s to ensure that a management strategy
is adopted which- enables the Parties to -move’ in. a .directed and
coordinated manner toward the objective of . ach1ev1ng s1gn1f1cant :
reductions - ‘of ‘toxic chemical. pollutants in. the Niagara River in-

accordance with timetables and specific activities. The Parties commit,

themselves to using the author1ty provided. by their domestic laws and

~regulations to this end.  This is consistent with' the goal of virtual |

- elimination of - toxic discharges, as. agreed upon in 1978 by the.
- ‘Governments of the Un1ted States and: Canada under the Great Lakes Water.
Qua11ty Agreement. .

: In October 1986, the Part1es re1eased the’ f1rst ed1t1on of a four-party'

. Work Plan which establishes timetables and a set of specific activities

-~ to be undertaken. This Declaration in conjunction with that dczument,

.. together form The U.S. - Canada Niagara River Tox1cs Manag;ment PTan
-here1nafter rererred to as the The PTan.vh . _

nTHE PARTIES DECLARE THEIR INTENT TO

. Adopt and 1mp1ement The P]an as a dynam1c and evo1v1ng framework w1th1n

which the United States and Canadian agencies will cooperat1ve1y take

'-appropriate steps 1ead1ng to a significant reduction in toxic chemical

T pollutants from point and non-point sources to the Niagara River, in a o
"v[manner consistent with federal, state and. prov1nc1a1 laws.,

~In so. do1ng, and 1n order to Aachieve the: goals of The Plan as. stated in
this Dec1arat1on of Intent, the Part1es will:

: 1 Jointly estab11sh a common bas1s for 1dent1fy1ng, assess1ng and_ '
‘quant1fy1ng tox1c chem1ca1 1oad1ngs 1nto the N1agara vaer

_ ’Ind1v1dua11y 1dent1fy and estab11sh pr1or1t1es for control measures;
~to reduce 1oadings;y : . S

y Ind1vidua11y 1mp1ement chem1ca1 poTTutant controT act1v1t1es in the
Z‘1N1agara R1ver° ’ y

~ Individually and Jo1ntly monxtor and eva1uate the success of'
~-control act1v1t1es. . : ‘ _ S . :

.2, Take into account app]xcabTe water qua]1ty and dr1nk1ng water :
.~ standards and set as a target a reduction level of 50% for

CPECYOIG papnT.



‘persistent toxic chemicals of .concern* - from point sources in
Ontario. and New York by the year 1996. - ‘This  achievement will -
depend on the  progressive evolution of technologies, perm1ts,-
'standards, Jaws, and’ regu1at10ns in both countr1es.,_ . T

pTReport by July 1987 and each year thereafter on progress made in.
1dent1fy1ng and quantifying loadings of toxic chemical po11utant5“v-
~originating’ from non-point sources in Ontario: and New York. To

- this end, the Parties will work towards achieving a reductzon of at

‘Teast 50% of persistent toxic chemicals of concern* ‘by the. year

1996 taking. into account s1t1ng 1ssues, technology ava11ab1e 1aws
- and- regu]at1ons.,_‘. . , _ _

;1Estab11sh an 1mproved system of mon1tor1ng to ensure the ,
. effect1veness of all mon1tor1ng programs and schedu1es.' '

N _.v._.

f}Enforce 1aws and’ regu]atlons to ensure ‘the maximum reduct1ons 1nd
- loadings. In general, point source control measures will be based
. upon the application. of existing best available technology and.the:

results of scientific evidence of environmental degradation. The

o _P]an will be updated to refTect deve1opments in these. areas.

:,Use The P]an as -a means of a]ert1ng the Jur1sd1ct1ons to . those N

chemicals for . which - reductions - are  not: occurr1ng,- SO that"’

vapproprxate correctlve act1ons can be taken._;

.'”Rev1ew and upda*e The P]an on an annuaT bas1s. As part of the"

review a progress. report will be published.and pub11c input ‘sought.

- The.report will include an-implementation schedule propdsed for the E
- coming year, the results. of monitoring, a Tlist of actions - -
~undertaken with respect to point and: non-point sources, updated
“information on chemicals of concern, and scientific. eva]uat1ons of
'_new and deve]oplng techno]ogzes re1evant to the program.,

- In 1988 and annua11y thereafter, review and report in depth (based-

‘to the '‘maximum -extent possible on -existing Parties' reporting

requirements) on- the state of - new. ~and emerging technologies -
applicable. to hazardous waste - landfill  site - remediation with = .
-particular emphas1s on- such techniques as the excavat1on remova1 P

o and on-site destruct1on of contam1nated mater1a1.

o A mutua]]y agreed upon 11st of pers1stent tOXlC chem1ca1s of concern =
-:w111 be. deve]oped from:.

i) NRTC Group I and II llsts of chem1cals of concern'5

o _if)fi IJC water Qua11ty Board s 1985 11st of "Cr1t1ca1 Po11utants"

?'f111) Results of po1nt and non-po1nt source mon1tor1ng act1v1t1esd‘

~underway.



N

9. Subm1t The P]an and’ progress reports to the Internatxonal Jownt

for the Great Lakes.

~Commission as part of the Comm1ss1on S Remed1a1 ACthﬂ P]an programf'

10 Adopt the fo11ow1ng goa]s for each component of The P]an

o‘a)

5

Rlver Mon1tor1ng

- determine the tox1c chem1ca1 1oad1ngs to the N1agara River
from Lake Erxe (1nput)

- detennxne toxic chem1ca1 load1ngs from the N1agara R1ver to

Lake Ontario (output)

" determine toxic chemxcal 1oad1ngs from SOurCes aﬁong' the ‘
Niagara River by comparing the difference between thaoutput
from the river and input from the river from upstream sources -

(1nput-output dxfferent1a1 r1ver mon1tor1ng 1dent1f1ed by the -
NRTC); _ .

Attempts w111 be made to determxne the - loadxngs with sufficient -
confidence - to measure . the effect1veness of - the control
programs. - . _ v

Point Sources

- determine . toxic chemical .Tcadihgs from -industrial and
_mun1c1pa1 fac111t1es R

'.

- estimate a11owab1e tox1c chem1ca1 1oad1ngs from 1ndustr1al

and municipal: sources' as prov1ded in regu1atory_
spec1f1cat1ons, o _

- estimate- reduct1on of toxic chem1ca1 1oad1ngs as a Cresult of
implemented control measures and scheduled reduct1ons based‘
- on p1anned control measures; '

“f: - 1mp1ement remedial and control programs S0 as. to ach1eve the

o)

maximum possible reduction of toxic chem1ca1 1oad1ngs to the"'
N1agara R1ver'» ‘

Non-Po1nt Sources

L - est1mate tox1c chemc1a1 1oad1ngs from tributaries and 1eak1ng’u '

TEIVIIEG DAY

hazardous waste d1sposa1 ‘sites;

- estxmate reductxons in toxic chem1ca1 1oad1ngs as-a resu1t of
‘implemented control measures, and scheduled reduct1ons based‘
“ on planned control measures; -
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- 1mp1ement remed1a1 and. contro] programs so as to ach1eve the‘
maximum possible reduction of toxic chemical loadings to the-

- MNiagara  River. . In addition; on all sites, excavation, -
- removal "and ‘destruction ‘of contaminated material will be

- considered as a means of- e11m1nat1ng contam1nants to the
~river,. : . :

) Chemicals of Concern

- d' - 1dent1fy and ma1nta1n a 11st of chem1ca1s of concern (aS~d'

‘determined by the NRTC, with further monitoring, research and ° 3

. priorities established by the 1JC Water Quality Board) within
“the Niagara River ecosystem and promote the establishment of

. uniform environmenta) and human health criteria for those
- chem1cals. T e '

T e) 'Techn1ca1 and Sc1ent1f1c Cooperatwon o - . ".;‘:r--st

= carry out - research techn1ca1 and sc1ent1f1c programs to
assist the four Jurlsd1ct1ons in addresswng the prob]ems of_
the N1agara Frontier. o

f) Communication Plan»

--present 1nformat1on and sc1ent1f1c reports to the publ1c, and
seek - the1r 1nput to The Plan._ ' .

-g),HOrgan1zat1on and Imp]ementat1on'~ -

- estab11sh and ma1nta1n a management structure to ensure. that
) the 1mp1ementat1on of The Plan- is effect1ve]y monitored.

h) _Report1ng 3

. update The P]an annua]ly and issue status reports at the', -
beg1nn1ng of each calendar year._‘ ‘

Initiate’ act1v1ty-on,'a Lake'Ontar1o Toxfc Management Plan - which

- will . be similar in content and scope to the Niagara River Toxics

- ‘Management Plan ‘and- compatible with TJC activities. The -Lake
: Ontario_document wil}vbe'completed py:danuary 1, 1988. ' :
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