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Our Partners
For each of the ten cities in which we

held a hearing, Great Lakes United

partnered with a prominent local mem-

ber group. These groups are, excellent
resources on the issues raised in their

hearing, and encourage citizens to con-

tact them for more information.

♦ Green Bay, June 23, Clean Water
Action Council of Northeast
Wisconsin, (920) 437-7304,
cwac@execpc.com

♦ Detroit/Windsor, July 7,`Citizens
Environmental Alliance, (519)
973-1116, riccawu@mnsi.net

♦ Hamilton, July 11, Community
Action Parkdale East, (905) 545-9856

4 Sault Ste. Marie, September 12,
Clean North, (705) 945-1573,
deemakl@ssm.ca

♦ Duluth, September 19,
Environmental Association for
Great Lakes Education, (218) 726-
1828, lakes@cp.duluth.mn.us

• Gary, September 24, Grand
Calumet Task Force, September
24, (219) 473-4246, gctf@igc.org;
and Save the Dunes Council

♦ Chicago, September 27, Lake
Michigan Federation, (312) 939-
0838, LMF002@aol.com; and
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter

`♦ Toronto, September 28, Toronto
Environmental Alliance, (416)
596-0660, tea@web.net; and
Waterfront Regeneration Trust

• Buffalo, October 6, Citizens'
Environmental Coalition, (716)
798-0111, cecwny@cznet.net

♦ Montreal, October 8, Societe pour
Vaincre la Pollution, (514)844-
477, greentox@total.nei:; and Great
Lakes United Montreal office,
(514) 396-3333, sgingras@glu.org.
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Our Funders
Many, many thanks to the generous

supporters of our hearings effort:

♦ Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

4 The Joyce Foundation

♦ The Margaret Motz Foundation

♦ Community Foundation for Great
Buffalo

♦ The Strauss Family Fund

Hearing events
Great Lakes United's 1998 hearings on

Great Lakes water quality sometimes

attracted renowned speakers or sparked
related special events. In Green Bay, a
community Bearing was held the day

before our hearing on whether the Fox

River should be included on the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency's "Su-

perfund" list. Perhaps for that reason,
the hearing received front page coverage
in Green Bay Press Gazette. Lieutenant
governor candidate Barbara Lawton tes-

tified at the hearing. In Detroit activists

from all parts of Michigan and southern
Ontario came to voice strong criticism
to the possible reopening of the highly
polluting Conners Creek coal-fired
power plant. We presented seventeen
hearing recommendations at the Great
Lakes Mayor's Conference held in Wind-
sor the next day. The Hamilton hearing
fell on the first anniversary of the
Plastimet plastics fire. Activists told of
the environmental devastation caused
by the four-day inferno. They also de-
cried government plans to build an
expressway through the city's largest
park, site of significant wildlife habitat.
After the mayor and several Members of
Provincial Parliament testified at the
Sault Ste. Marie hearing, participants

were treated to a ride in an eighteen-

person canoe that almost became a ride

in the St. Marys River. In Duluth, our

message went right to the top, with an

aide to Congressman James Oberstar

and Wisconsin state representative Frank
Boyle sitting on our panel. In Gary,

panel members and journalists toured
the site of a proposed "confined disposal

facility" for holding contaminated sedi-

ment from the Grand Calumet River.
Citizens spoke out about their exclusion

from the CDF planning process and fear

of the health effects from chemicals off-
gassing into nearby neighborhoods. A
week before the Chicago hearing, WBEZ
aired a one-hour radio discussion on
Great Lakes water quality issues that

included hearing organizers and the

director of the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency's Great Lakes National
Program Office. In Toronto, a televised
press conference was held before the

hearing. Several members of provincial

and federal Parliament spoke at the

hearing. Buffalo was privileged to host
a fundraising luncheon starring inter-
nationally renowned Great Lakes re-

searcher Theo Colborn, who also testified
at the hearing. Panelists included a

member and the president of the Buf-

falo Common Council, which passed a
resolution calling for implementation
of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment. In Montreal, former International
Joint Commission member Pierre Beland
appeared and criticized government for
cuts in environmental research. Invited
federal and provincial environment offi-
cials failed to show, so we left labeled
empty chairs occupied by plastic chick-
ens, much to the amusement of the
Montreal Gazette.

Cover: Fifth grade students of,~cole Aquarelle
testifying in Montreal; Carl Hujet testifying in
Green Bay.
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Zero Discharge. At hearing after hear-
ing, citizens said that pollution preven-
tion efforts in their communities have
lost sight of the mandate expressed by
Elie Great Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment, that "the philosophy adopted
for control ofinpurs ofpersistent toxic
substances shall be zero discharge."
Speakers cited poorly regulated activi-
ties such as incineration, sewage treat-
mcnt, pesticide use and energy
production as ongoing and, in some
cases, increasing sources of pollution to
the Great Lakes.

Cleanup. Twelve years after Remedial
Action Plans were begun for forty-
three highly contaminated "Areas of
Concern" around the Great Lakes, citi-
zens asked, "What has changed?" Many
who were involved in the RAP process
expressed a sense of failure: contami-
nated sediments remain the primary
cause ofcontaminared fish throughout
the Great Lakes, and monitoring and
cleanup efforts have yet to systemati-
cally consider the presence of radioac-
tive substances.

Water ExportandDiversions. Over the
past two years, threats to Great Lakes
waters quantity from proposals to di-

d th

intensify withdrawals of water from t6moignages. Ces t6moignages sont
the basin have proliferated in Ontario maintenant entre vos mains.
and in Great Ickes states.

GeneralPoliry. Speakers addressed the
upcoming review and potential rene-
gotiation of the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement. They described
trends tov,ardsweakening regulations,
devolution and cuts to critical pro-
grams. Without exception, citizens
called for implementation, not rene-
gotiation, of the Agreement.

C
e document se veut un
instantan6 du point de vue
des citoyens vis k vis les Grands

Lacs et le Saint-Laurent en cette fin de
si&le. Au tours de 1'6t6 et automne
1998, ('Union Saint-Laurent, Grands
Lacs a renu une s6rie d'audiences clans
dix communaut6s autour des Grands
Lacs. Celles-ci ont permis dI6valuer, du
point de vue des citoyens riverains,
1'6tat de sant6 de cet 6cosystPme. Nous
avons entendu des jeunes et des plus
Vieux, des amateurs et des experts, des
mires et des pores, des m6decins, des
avocats et des chefs autochtones. Nous

Note explicative

En 1972, un cri d'alarme public pour
de 1'eau propre a conduit k la signature
de ('accord sur la qualit6 des eaux des
Grands [acs. Une promesse faite parlc
Canada et les Mats-Unis do ncttoyer et
de prot6ger les Grands Lacs. Meme si
cet accord a largement contribu6 k la
restauration de cer 6cosysttme, les
progrts sont au point mort.

En 1999, les deux gouvernements
devront revoir cet accord aver la
possibilit6 de le ren6gocier. L'Union
Saint-Laurent, Grands Lacs a organis6
ces audiences afin d'amasser lcs
t6moignagcs des citoyens sur leurs
besoins et les progrts accomplis. Et
ainsi utiliser ces t6moignages pour
rappeler aux deux gouvemements leurs
engagements.
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locaux, scientifiques, universitaires et
membres de ('Union Saint-Laurent
Grands Lacs ont recueilli plus de 300
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temoignages et recommandations:
Nous les avons recueillis sous forme
ecrite et verbale pour les inclure dans ce
rapport qui sera distribue' a tous nos
membres et a tous ceux qui en feront la
demande.

Ce rapport utilise des citations des
participants avec un minimum ,de
commentaires. Celui-ci est organise en
six sections, chacune se terminant avec
une serie de recommandations. Comme
les citations duquel elles sont extraites,
ley recommandations ne refletent pas
toujours les opinions ou les points de
vue de notre organisme ou. de ses
membres, mais elles repre'sentent les
points de vue et les opinions de la base
et de la communaute environnementale
des.Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent.

Les sujets abordees

La sante. Les scientifiques ont Presque
tous pointe du doigtles preuves de plus
en plus accablantes entre la presence de
contaminants dans 1'ecosysteme et les.
effets sur la saute humaine. Les citoyens
nous ont parle des consequences pour
eux et leurs communautes de lapollu-
tion des, Grands Lacs comme les
problemes d'acce's al'eau potable; l'acces
a du poisson non-contamine;l'acces a
la baignade; Paugmentation des
problemes respiratoires ; des cancers,
des problemes d'apprentissage chez les
enfants. etc. En general; les intervenants
ont recommande des resserrements
reglementaires et une application de la
loi. plus stricte afin de garantir que
1'industrie substitut 1'utilisation et la
production de substances. cance'rige'ne
et imposteurs endocriniens avec des
alternatives plus seci tritaires

Les .poisson, les habitats et la faune.
Me^ me si les audiences e'taient centre'es
autour de la qualite de 1'eau, plusieurs
intervenants se sont exprime's sur les
pressions exercees sur les ressources
halieutiques, les ressources fauniques et
les habitats tel que les mare'cages ou la
foret. Les Bens nous ont parle'
d'etalement urbain, de dragage, de
drainage de zones rnarecageuses, de
l'introduction d'especes exotiques, de
mauvaise gestion forestie're et de
1'exposition aux toxiques: Plusieurs
organismes travaillent a la cartographie
et la priorisation de zones et d'habitats
a proteger. Ces intervenants . ont
generalement recommande que les
gouvernements adoptent les principes
de la conservation biologique et
coordonnent la gestion des terres
publiques et de 1'eau afin d'assurer la
survie.des. especes endogenes des Grands
Lacs et du Saint-Laurent.

Le rejetzero. Lors de chaque audience,
les citoyens nous ontdit que les efforts
en matiere de prevention de la pollu-.
tion dans leur communaute ont perdu
devue les buts et les objectify de 1'accord
sur la qualite des eaux des Grands Lacs.
Pour eux, ."la philosophie a adopter
pour le contr6le des intrants toxiques,
persistants doit etre le rejet zero". De
nombreux presentateurs ont mentionne
certaines activites peu et mal regle-
mente'es comme l'incineration, l.'epura-
tion des eaux use'es, l'usage des pesticides
et la production e'nergetique comme
etant des sources actuelles de pollution
des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent.
Its ont recommande que les gouverne-
ments implantent des reformes
reglementaires et plus de surveillance
afin de s'engager davantage dans la mise
en place des objectify de I'accord.

Rehabilitation et nettoyage. Dduze ans
apre's la mise.en place des Remediation
Action Plans (RAP) pour les quarante
trois zones contaminees autoilr`des
Grands Lacs, les citoyens tout au cours
des audiences se sont demandes qu'est- .
ce qui a change? Beaucoup d'.entre eux
qui se sont implique's dans le processus
des RAP .ont exprime' un sentiment .
d'echec. Les, sediments contamines
continuent d'etre une des causes
principales . de la contamination du
poisson dans les Grand Lacs. De plus,
les initiatives de nettoyage des poisons
persistants n'ont pas encore inclues les
substances radioactives. Tous les
intervenants ont demande a ce que la
volonte' politique soit trouve'e pour
que des ressources financieres soient
allouees au dragage et a 1'enlevement
des sediments contamines.

L'exportation et'la derivation de- 1'eau.
Depuis Jes deux dernieres anne'es, la
menace de 1'exportation, de la
derivation et de la privatisation de 1'eau
en provenance des Grands Lacs s'est
faite de plus en plus presente en On- .
tario et ailleurs. Les intervenants ont
presente un plaidoyer en faveur d'une
plus grande intervention des gouver-
nements federaux au niveau politique,
par la signature d'un traite' gouvernant
13 exportation de 1'eau et les projets de
derivation.

Politiquegineral. Plusieurs intervenants
ont denonce les tendances actuelles en
matiere de dereglementation, de
desengagement et de coupures des
gouvernements. Dans ce contexte, ils
entrevoient le processuss de revision de
1'accord et sa potentielle renegotiation
comme une menace. Its demandent la
mise en application de I'accord et non
sa renegotiation.
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temoignages et recommandations., Lespoissons, les habitats et fa foune. Rehabilitation etnettoyage. Ddllze a!}S 
Nous les avon~ reclieillis so us forme Meme si les audiences etaient centrees apres la miseenplacedes RemediatiOn 
ecrite etyerbale pourles induredansce autour de laqualite del' eau, plusieurs Action Plans (RAP)pour les quaraQte 
r~pport qui sera distribue atous nos intervenants se sont exprimes sur les trois zones contaminees autolir' des 
membres ~t atous ceux qui en ferontla . pressions exercees sur les ressources Grands Lacs, les citoyens tout aucours 
demande. halieutiques, les ressources fauniques et des audiences sesont demandes qu' est-. 

Ce rapport utilise des citations des 
participants avec un minimum .de 
commentaires. Celui-ci est organise en 
six sel=tions, chacune se terminant avec 
uneseriederecorrimandatiohs. Comme 
les citations duquel elle.s sont extraites, 
les recommaridatioris ne refl~tent pas 
toujours lesopinions ou les points de 
vUe· de notre organisme ou. de ses 
membres, mais elles representent les 
poirltS de vue etle~ opinions de la base 
et de la communaute environnementale 
des.Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent. 

Les sujetsabordees 

La sante. Les scientifiques on t presque 
tous pointedu doigtles preuves de plus 
en plus accablantes entre la presence de 
contaminants dans l' ecosysteme et les 
effets sur la Sante humaine. Les citoyens 
nous ont parle des consequences pour 
eux et leurs Gommunautes de lapollu­
tion des, Grands Lacs comme les 
problemes d' acces at' eau potable; l' acces 
a du poisson non-contamine; l'acces a 
labaignade; l'augmeritation des 
problemes respiratoires ; des cancers, 
des pro blemes d' appren tissage chez les 

) enfants. etc. Engeneral, les intervenants 
. ont recommandedes resserrements 

reglementaires et une application de la 
loi plus stricte afin de garantir que 
l'industrie substitut l'utilisadon et la 
production de substances cancerigene 
et imposteurs endocriniens avec des 
alternatives plus securitaires 
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les habitats tel que les marecages ou la ,ce qui a chang~? Beaucoup d'entre eux 
Foret. Les gens nousont parle qui sesont impliques dans Ie processus 
d'etalement urbain, de dragage, de· des RAP ant exprime un sentiment 
drainage de zonesmarecageuses, de . d'echec. Les sedimentscontamines 
1'introduction d'especes exotiques, de continuerit d'etre une des causes 
mauvaise gestion forestiere et de principales dela c'ontatninationdu 
l' exposition aux toxiques. Plusieurs poisson dans les Grand Lacs. De plus, 
organismes travaillen tala cartographie les ini datives de nettoyage des poisons 
et la priorisation ,de zones et d'habitats persistants n' ont pas encore indues les 
a proteger .. Ces intervenantsont substances radioactives. Tous les 
generalement recommande que les ihtervenants ont demande a ce que la 
gouvernements adoptent les principes volonte politique soit trouvee pour 
de la conservation biologique et que des ressources financieres soient 
coordonnent la gestion des terres allouees au dragage et a l' enlevement 
puhliques et de l' eau afin d' assurer la des sediments c()ntamim~s. 
surviedes especes endogenes des G rands 

. Lacs et du Saint-Laurent. 
L 'exportation etta derivation de·l'eau . 
Depuis .les deux dernie~es ann~es, la 

Lerejetzero. Lorsdechaqueaudience, menace de l'exportation, de la 
les citoyens nous ont dit que les effortS derivation et de la privatisation de1' eau 
en matiere de prevention qe la pollu- en provenance des Grands Lacs s'est 
tiondansleurcommunauteontperdu faite de plus en plus presente en On­
devueles buts etles objectifs de l' accord tario et ailleurs. Les intervenants ont 
sur la qualite des eaux des Grands Lacs. preSente un plaidoyer en faveur d' une 
Pour eux, "la philosophie a adopter plus grande intervention des gouver­
pour Ie contrale des intrants to:xiques, nements federa\lx aU ni~eau politique, 
persistants doit eue Ie rejet zero". De par la signature d'un traire gouvernant 
nombreuxpresentateursontmentionne l'e~portation de l'eau et les projets de 
certaines activites peu et mal regle- . derivation. 
mentees comme l'incineration, l' epura­
tion des eaux usees; l' usage des pesticides 
et la productionenergetique comme 
etant des sources actuelles de pollution. 
des Grands Lacs et du Saint-Laurent. 
Ils ont recommande que les gouverne­
ments implantent des reformes 
regkmentaires et plus de surveillance 
afin de s' engager davantagedansla mise 

. en place des objectifs 'de l' accord. / 

Politiquegeneral. PI usieurs intervenants 
ont denohce les tendances actuelles en 
tnatihe de dereglementation, de 
des engagement et de coupures des 
gouvernements. Dans ce contexte, ils 
entre~oient Ie processus de revision de 
l' accord et sa poten tielle renegociati on 
comme une menace. Ils demandent la 
mise en application de l'accordet non 
sa renegociation. 
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Iubstances under the Canadian Envi olrS,OlEC th e"b enn almeeting held"'Oreat'Lak s 
ronmentalProtectionAct`ttnd~ bye°the United`States and Canadla to ,

assessthehealthiridicators`ofth&Great

`stem:
Great Lakes citizens are among they."

t0 the _U.S.~ nvironrll.entAl Lakes ecos Theiobservations aty • ~ .a planet slargestcon~umerso water an _
d ehearingswerefairlystraightforwar anelargesproducersofwaste :

P.rotedi dn"'Ag e nc We ca , no longef' fish oc hunt to'eat ``We can make ̀many choices to lighten ,
"Our whole community,  must I~now our, load on the ecosystem. We can

hick has dropped the term "victual pay for bottled water" "We were ad- . choose not to-use lawn chemicals' not#
elimination' entirely proposed

-
nationwide strategy for dealing'with

'wised not to eat _food from out' ar=g - to buy gas-guzzling--yehicles and not to
dens." We offer SOL'EC this collec- contribute to sprawl: We can choose toy ,

long-lived toxic substances that Build tion ofcitizen indicators on ecosystem
'health,with

consume less. We can organize around
up in living things. As' one. citizen

declared the strategy's targeted
the 'additional bonus of

'for
daylghting a locally trashed creek, . '

about forty action .items policymakers. ' learn about surrounding: wetlands,

substances—mercury, dioxins, PCBs floodplains and oilier seruitive areas
and certain pesticides—°`ifyou can frnd

-there
.
t0 Great Lakes indUStrleS 1 : .thatneedprotectionand:attendpublicr

them at all, there is a good chance hearings to posh foi those protections.!
is too much of them.." With the Great Citizens' and workers are-demanding We can become agencies for improv-`
Lakes Water Quality Agreement as a greater responsibility by corporate citi-'^ ing the state of the Great Lakes and
platform, our two governments should tens to 'the comer uni'nes'and environs `sowing the health benefits for future '
take the lead nationally and globally to merits that host them. They are de- generations.
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. ,'''We can no longer fish orhunnq eat". 'We dm make manx m?lce,s tohghten . 
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h~s.~rop~ed[he t~~m .. vlr,tual pay for botd~d ~a:er., ,:X:e "Y~read~ , choose not tOi~s.e l~,:"n~hemlcals, noti' , 

, t~on ~nt1relyfromlts~l;o~o~ed 'vised not to eat foo~ from.o~rgar-··tobJ,l~gas-gU7;zllll~vdl1clesandnottoi 
, ' strategy for qeahng,wl.thdens.",We offer SOIj,Eq thts collec- colltrtbutetosprawLWecanchqosetoi' 
long-lived toxic- substanc~s that buIld ,don of citizen indicators on ~cosystem' consume less. We 9~Ol:ganize around! 
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the additional bonus: of "daylighting" a lo~any 'trash~d creek'! 
.. aeclared about the'strategy's targ~ted forty a<1tibnitemS fo'r'poli'CYmakers. \ ."learn about:~urr6undirl:g: ~~tlandsJ' 

~ubstances-':~ercury,dioxin~, rCBs '. ..'. '. ..., .. :: I,; .. : floodplains a.tjdom~r}~~itive ,a'reas: 
~ridcertain pesticides-. "if you can find. to' Great Lakes ind'iJstries-' . -' '. rhatrieed prote~tiqhandattend puplic\ 
them at aU, th~re is a good chart<;e there' .' '.,', ". hearings to j:msh fOithose pro~ections.l .. 

'15 too muchofthem~"W!th the Gf(~at Citizens and wo~ken,are,de;ma:qding We can become agencies for improv~( 
, Lakes Water,<1uality Agr:eeineht as a. wea~erresponsib~litybycorp6rat~.c~ti~.·, ingtp.estate tif ~e Great Lakes a~d ," 

platform,ounwogovernmentsshoUlld. ·zens to the communities and enVlron- sowing the health benefits for future ' 
taketheleadnationallyandgloba1lyt?menrs that host them. They are de- g~nerations. . 
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alth was the number one to choose between those bonds you paramount concern. The Sierra Club

concern ofparticipantsin the can create with your children and the presented a report documenting that all

citizen bearings. The testi- fact that you might be giving your ofthe Great Lakes, all oftheirtributary

mony included presentations by scien- child a huge load of dioxin and other rivers, and more than 26,000 inland

tists on new evidence of links between toxic chemicals." Sarah Welch, Green lakes are sufficiently contaminated to

persistentpollutants in the Great I akes Bayhearing require restrictions onfsbconsumption.

environment and problems in human Tb is in cludes every m ile ofsborelin e a n d

development, as well as first-hand ac- every square mile of open waters in the

counts delivered by people who have Contaminated fish and Great Lakes. Fish consumption adviso-

witn essed or suffered the effects of Great wildlife  ries vary from lake to lake, but the basic

Lakes contaminants. warning is the same: everybody should

"The intent ofprograms specified inthis From the first bearing in Green Bay, 
limit their Great Lakes fuh consump-

riots• woman of childbearing age and
Annexisto virtually eliminate theinput the ealth risks associated with 

growing children are often advised to
ofpersistent toxic substances in order to eatingGreat Lakes sb was an issue o 

eliminate Great Lakes fish from their
protect human health and to ensure the 

Th~ Cotbo~ diets altogether.
continued health and productivity of

living aquatic resources. " Great Lakes t "PCBs have been found to interfere

Water Quality Agreement, Annex 12 with what we call the thyroid econo-

my. You do not have to eat the fish to
"The only way to get rid of persistent f i get these effects.... Concern in the late
organic pollutants in your body is to 1970s over the findings ofwidespread
have a baby." Lilian Cotnoir, Mon- thyroid problems in Great Lakes wild-
trEalhearing life and the effects in laboratory ani-

"Our bodies carry such a high load of f 
mals exposed to the same chemicals as

toxics already, and breast milk is high t thewild animals led to a human epide-

in fats, and all those chlorine-based t ' miological study to look at the out-

toxins build up in fats, so that women 1 o comes in infants born of women who

actually should be making a choice ate[wotothreemeals amonthofLake

whether or not to breast fecd their Michigan fish prior to their pregnan-

children. The bonds from breast-feed- ties. At birth, scientists measured sig-

ingchildren, the psychological studies nificant delays in neuromuscular and

they've done, it's an important thing neurological development in the chil-

to do. And now we're asking women Ire•nwhose mothers carried the highest

"Breast milk is high in fats, and all those chlorine-based toxins build up in fats,

so women must choose whether or not to breast feed their children."
—Sarah Welch
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monl i"r/wid pmmtatiom '" rim- child a huge lo..J ofdiOJ[in and olher riWf'J,.nJ ",tlft thttn 26,000 inillMi 
run lin nrw ndtinu, IIf /inlts bttwmr (oxicch~mica1s." Sarah Wdch, Green Wa ItJ't nif!irinrdy nmumin"w ,., 
JH"i"l1Ilf1111urA/ltI in the GfflItLUn Bayhearing rtguirrrt:ttriniD1UllllfohaJflJlmf}liofL 

mvironmmr lind prob/tms in l"ml4" ThiJiMluJn~"'ik'fsJHrrb·IIt.,.ti 

=:::~7~ w:: ;tz'-;r:ha: Contaminated fish and ~t1:: ;!~::".,=:::: 
wimtUtJ(lrlw/fortJthtqfimtJjGmu wildlife rinwryfo",ltthlQJ.,k btuwhtuic 
Wnfl1JltaminltntJ. warnint is tIN IIlmt; ~ shflU'" 

"Thtintnlrojpnlffllmspmftttiinrbis mm rhr ft1'fIIxAri"lin G"",, s." ~mi' thtir Gmu~: fDlUII"'~ 
Anna;uowrtuafiytliminattthtinpNl ,ht ht.bh risks flSlociflUd with 111m; .Wflmn: oj I nllt"~( II 

Djptrruunt ttIXI'ttllbn.:tnrn in tlrrUr", t.tint Grw LAltnftsh WIIf lin isJutOf ~::::h~= :.:;:.!]::; :thti~ 
':,::::t:::;'::~:.::~7t 1MWII- dilt1l1utJftthtr. 

Jia,i,,! "'Iu,u;, rtJDUTttJ.. • Cruu Wt!1 . NpcBJ have been found to imerfi:re 
Wllttr QuAlity Atm"mmt, AllnlX 12 with wha t we call the thyroid ~no­

'Ihe only way 10 get rid of peninem 
organic pollUlanl$ in yuur body is to 
have a baby." uliane Cotnoir, Mon­
Irblhemng 

·Our bodj~ carry such a high lM.clof 
loxies al~ .. dy, and brt:aSf milk is high 
in f.atS, and all those chlorine-bued 
loxins build up in f.l.rs, w malv.'Omcn 
actwlly should be miling a choice 
whether or nOI to brcasl feed their 
children. Thebonds from brcast·fw:j· 
i ng children, the psychological studies 
they've done, it's .. 1'1 importan"hing 
to do. And nowwc're asking women 

my. You do not have lo eal lbe fish 10 

gclthesceffccts .... Concerninthc:late 
19705 ovcrrhc findingsofwidcsp read 
thyroid problem) in Great Lakes wild­
lili:: and the etTcas in laboratory ani­
mals o::posed 10 the $:Ime chemia-Is as 
The wild animalslcd 10 a human cvide­
miological study 10 look al the OUI­

comes in infanuborn of women whD 
ale (WO to mrec meals a monrhofLake 
Mkhisan fi~h prior 10 their pregnan­
cies. AI birth, scienti.tts measured sig. 
nificant delays in neuromuxular and 
neurological development in the chil­
d~nwhO$( mothenC2rried thehig~ 

"Breest milk is high in fets , end ell those chlorine-bosed toxins build up in fots, 
so women must choose whether or not to breost feed their children." 

-Soroh Welch 



body burdens of PCBs. As the in- them in the future. But this is abso-
fants matured, the affected children lutely ridiculous. We shouldn't be
continued to showshort term mem- having this discussion. It shouldn't
ory problems at age four, and a be an issue. I think it's unethical, I
significant reduction inlQandaca- think it's immoral, and I think it
demic skills at age eleven. This study needs to be addressed. " Sarah Welch,
also highlighted the fact that at or Green Bay hearing
slightly above ambient exposure to

"We do need full implementation
PCBs and co-contaminants, mea-
surable neurodevelopmental delays

of the Great Lakes Water Quality

can be detected in newborns
Agreement, because the answer ~s

...
Another study that commenced

not to spend money stocking fish

twelve years laterset out to replicate
into our waters and then telling

and embellish on the Lake Michi-
people not to eat the ... The

gan study looking at youngsters of
advisories don't work as a public

as

health measure; we need to make
mothers who were eating Lake

the P to eat "."Dr. John Vena,
Ontario fish ... these researchers

Buffalloo 
hearingearing

too are finding the same neurode-
velopmental delays in the children." EucJoh um

Dr. Theo Colborn, Buffalo hearing First NationsEven those who are aware offishadvisa-
Surveys of Great Lakes anglers show that

ries may have trouble comprehending
manygroupsofpeoplewhofishforsuste-

them' Pollution has fundamentally changed
nance do not know about state and the way of life for First Nations and
federal advisories on Great Lakes basin [Holding up page 55 of New York's tribal bands in the Great Laker basin.
fish consumption. Women, Native fishing regulations] "Ifanybodywants
people, and non-English speakers face to lookat this chart and figureout how "The Michigan Tribes would like the

the greatest risk to their health from you can feed a family within these governments, agencies and research

eating fish caught in the Great Lakes guidelines, good luck! I'm a lawyer and groups to take into consideration Tribal

basin. I can't figure it out ... It'sgotten to members'waysoflife regarding subsis-

t 
he point that the only thing I have a

"We want to be included as equal 
license do is harass

tence living ... for risk assessments
and consumption guidelines ... Theto go out and wild-

partners in cleaning up the Great 
life, because God-forbid, don't eat it!"
life,b cause 

God-forbid, Michigan Tribes would like to see
Lakes.... We did a door-to-doorsur-

t,B ffalo Tribes and First Nations added as part-
vey in 1994 with the help ofthe Laporte ners in the Great Lakes Water Quality
County Health Department; we found "If you haven't had a kid yet but you Agreement." Patty O'Donnell, Sault
out that 19 percent of our community are planning to have children, it's a Ste. Marie hearing
is eating game from the tributaries of good idea not to eat the fish in a lot of

"I'mLake Michigan." Rhonda Lee, Minor- places around the Great Lakes, which I from Onondaga Nation. Right

ity Health Coalition, Gary hearing think is ridiculous. I will abide by it. I nowwe re an endangered species along

want the best for my children, if I have with the Cayugas. What really disturbs

"PCBs have been found to interfere with what we call the thyroid economy. You
do not have to eat the fish to get these effects." —Dr. Theodora (olborn

bodyburdensorrclkAsthein- t'!":,..--~~ 
&numatuted,theaffcctcdchjJdkn 
continued IOmawlhorttertl'l man­
orr problenu at age four, and a 
signilicanrmiuclionin IQand:aca­
demic skills atagecle ... en. This srudy 
alm highlighted the /':;act that al or 
sl ightly abovt ambient exposure 10 

PCBs and co-contaminants, mea­
sUl1lblc: neurodevdopmenral delays 
can be detected in newborns . 
Another study that commenced 
twdvtycart laterlel:out 10 replicate" 
and embellish on the Lake: Michi­
gan swdy looking a[ youngncn of 
mOlhen who we:~ eating Lake 
Onrnio fish ... the&e researchen 
tOO art finding the same neurode­
vdopnkmllldeIaJl5jnthechildren.~ ~ 

them in thefurure. Butthy lsabso­
lutely ridicuJow. Wc,lhCluldn'[ bt 
having this diSCIWion. J I shouldn 'f 
be an issue. I thinlT. i[..1 unc:chiCal, I 
think it', immoral, ana Lminlt il 
~tI)b.e:adrlresstd.·SarahWdch, 

Green Bay hearing 

~We do need full implcrn\:ntayon 
of the Greal LakCli Watcr'Quality 
Agreement, bc:eause the answer is 
nOI to spend money Ilacking fish 
into our waters and then Idling 
people: not to cat the fish .•. ~ 
adviso ries don't work as a public 
health measure; we need IClJmake 
the rlShsal'ctoeat.· Dr,John Vena, 
Buffillo hearing 

Dr.TheoColbom,BuffiJohcaring First Nations 
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bGin. T CiIJ't 1iJ"f'C it OUt .. It', go tten to members'waysofliftrcgardingsubsis-

the point tMt the only thing I have a [ence living ... fot tisk :wessmem .. 

;~~,~::;:;:~:~~~: ~~:~7j~~~~~~~a~ii~; ~~~~f~S,:~~;~~? 
vqin 1994 withthehdporthc laPortC nenin theGrcatLake5WatcrQu.ality 
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outthu III pc:rc:entofourr;ommunity arc planning to have children, it', a Ste.Mariehc:aring 
is euinggame rrom the ttibutariei or good idca not ro cat the fjshina lotor 
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ity Hc:aI(h Coalition, Gary hearing thinku ridiculous.l will abide by it. I n~wt': f'Cane:nchngetedrpeo~aIong 
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"PCBs nOVe been found to interfere witn wnot we coli tne tnyroid economy. You 
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me is Onondaga Lake. For the time
being it's a cesspool. You can go any-
where to move away from pollution
but I am tied to this land here. In my
community there is a bond of geogra-
phy." Ron Jones, Buffalo hearing

"Our histories and territories —
Chippewa, Ojibway, Odawa, Dela-
ware, Mississauga, Algonquin and Po-
tawatomi—are of historic and cultural
importance in the Great Lakes. They
serve as a basis for the Great Lakes
confederacy to which the majority of
130 Ontario First Nations belong.
They hunt and fish out of a basic need
but have grave concerns for the future,
concerns about our children, elders,
families, nursing mothers. Told we
must follow consumption guidelines
or we put ourselves at risk. Why is this
acceptable? As each day goes by our
Great Lakes become more con-
taminated." Chief Glen Hare, Sault
Ste. Marie hearing

"Walpole Island is a zero discharge
community ... we have a natural fil-
tration system in our marsh [at the
mouth of the St. Clair River], the
biggest marsh on the Great Lakes. We
have one-tenth of the endangered spe-
cies in Canada living here with us. If

we've got contaminated water coming
down the river, its getting into the
ducks, fish and turtles that are con-

sumed by our people." Michael Will-
iams, Walpole Island First Nation,
Detroit/Windsor hearing

"Mohawk people have always been

water people, living by and living off
the St. Lawrence River ... Chemicals
coming from the Great Lakes to the
Gulfof St. Lawrence are harming peo-
ole, birds, whales ... Fish used to sus-
rain us and keep us together ... Once
the Seaway pushed through, thcwaters
became degraded, the fish disap-
xared ...Our commerce was resource
based, including muskrat and beaver,
now contaminated. I am in a state of
shock that the natural environment
cannot provide us with the basics oflife
for us to survive on." Eva Johnson,
MontrEal hearing

"Our people did not surrender the care
of our plants, animals, birds, fish and
water, to the Canadian and U.S. gov-
ernments. We did not surrender our

rights to a healthy environmentwithin
our boundaries and our homelands.
We did not surrender our rights to
harvest healthy fish and wild game for
our sustenance. We do not surrender
our traditional way of life or the qual-
ity of our lives, our lakes, our health
our future." Laura Manthey, Green
Bayhearing

Drinking water

Surface and groundwater pollution is a
growing problem in the Great Lakes
region due to historical and continuing
contamination from toxic chemicals,
heavy metals and bacteria. Many com-
munities are now buying bottled water,
orare having their water piped in from
distant sources. The trend is toward
contamination oflocal sources ofdrink-
ing water, of en forcing communities to
locate and pay for new supplies because
they lack the resources or the political
will to clean up existing sources.

"When you see a regime willing to
trade the drinking water for 60 million
people for the economic benefit of a
few industries, you know something's
wrong." Jack Darin, Chicago hearing

"The St. Louis River is sacred to us. It
is hard to honorwhat you mourn. It is
hard to honor something that is dying.
There have been four hundred treaties
signed. None of the promises have
been kept. We are headed for bottled
water." Esther Naugabook, Duluth
hearing

"I am in a state of shock that the natural environment cannot provide us with
the basics of life." —Eva Johnson
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A fewyears ago the Walpole- Island First are sand, gravel and cobble. A dump
Nation bad the opportunity to tie into a was built over thataquiferwith various
new water pipeline running from Lake technofixes such as leachate control
Huron to communitiesdewnstream from mechanisms, but a few years later, res-
"Chemical Valky, "a cluster of twenty- idential wells in the area became pol-
eight petrochemical complexes around luted and the city had to bring water
Sarnia, Ontario. Despite having a pol- _ pipes into the area at great cost. There
luted water supply, the Nation chose not is now a proposal to put an industrial
to access the pipeline. Like many other park [that] will involve secondary steel
native communities whose surface  or manufacturing... and will necessarily
groundwater supplies have been poi- maintain numerous industrial chemi-
soned, the Walpole Island council now Gals on site. For example, a common
pays for bottled water. degreaser used in these operations is

"It wouldn't have served the wildlife
TEE. California drinking water stan-

and the people who still consume the
dards for this chemical are 5 parts per

wildlife. It would have looked like
billion. Let's just say one night a tired
forklift driver accidentally spears a 45

we're giving up on the river, like we
'Okay,

gallon drum of this stuff. At a percola-
were saying, Chemical Valley,

tion rate of 30-40 percent, about 3
you can have the river between Sarnia

billion gallons of water in the aquifer
and Imperial Chemical Industries.'" the water or uses the lakes and rivers?

would be polluted. te senior official
d e 

polluted.
Michael Williams, Walpole Island First Imagine the impact if we could begin

said Thompson, what's 
Nation, Windsor/Decroithearing delineating the sources o: pollution_

the big deal about allowing heavy in-
tdustryhe 

big
dIn the United States the 1996 amend- we could more accurately target trou- top of an aquifer, we already

ments to the Safe Drinking Water Act ble spots and protect our waters as
pus the dump there.'" Ian Thompson,

now require each state to inventory all drinkingwatcrsources. Imagine again Sault Ste. Marie hearing
potential sources of contamination to t. citizens and First Nations were ac-

drinking water, and to involve thepub- tively involved in the delineation pro-

tic intheproeess. Butstateenvironmen- cess' • • we could ensure a thorough Polluted Beaches
tal bureaucracies have resisted public inventory ... Finally, imagine if peo-

inquiry into pollution dischargers to pleonbothsidesoftheborderditithis "I haveneverswumintheGreatLakes."
drinking water supplies. simultaneously for our common water- Ian Cant, Youth Caucus member, Tor-

bodies ... Lake St. Clair [could[ be- ontohearing
"Our own experience oftrying to track come a model ofin ternatio nal cooper-
down point source dischargers into ation on source water protection." Dan "Since 1994, Northeast Illinois beach

Lake St. Clair and St. Clair River was Farough, Windsor/Detroit hearing closings have doubledeachyear. Beaches

continuallyelayed by g to place 
"The ciofSaulcSte. Marie's acuifer

have been dosed 127  times
countless FreedomofIormationAct  

d
86   

re uests, and a for department per- recharge area is shown on a map
times becaueof poor water quali -

 
ry " an Schakowsky, Chicago hearing

sonnet time. Shouldn't this informs- 
designated as sensitive There are no 

"When we have big rains we have
tion be the right of anyone who drinks 

sewers to control runoff, and the soils

"I have never swum in the Great Lakes." —Ian Cant, Toronto Youth Caucus
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the beaches closed because of
e. coh' ... When you go dawn
to the water all you have to do
is breath and you know
whether you should go in or
not because the smell will tell
you." Tom Serynek, Gary
hearing

"Every summer, my children
make Sunnyside Pool in the
west end of Toronto their
home away from home. When
we go swimming, 1 think
about the irony of the loca-
tion of this popular city pool.
A beach is all that separates
Sunnyside Pool from Lake
Ontario. Yet even on the hot- 

Da—Em—
test

a. E —
test afternoon, no one swims
in the lake; everyone is in a chlorinated
pool because of the abysmal quality of
the water in Lake Ontario." Janet May,
Toronto hearing

General Exposure

"My son and I frequently drive across
the International Bridge to Canada.
We have had the experience manytimes
over the years ofstarting over the bridge
feeling fine, smelling a bad odor and
exiting the bridge with irritated eyes,
nose and throat and later find out our
glands are swollen. Air emissions from
local industry can be seen and smelled
in the air and can cause immediate
effects in both air and water. Without
any doubt they must be causing long-
term effects for locals—human, fish

and wildlife—as well as far-reaching
toxins taken up into the atmosphere."
Diane Meyer, Sault Ste. Marie hearing

"We are most concerned about people
with asthma and chronic lung disease.
But obviously there are so many high
smog episodes that we experience in
ourregion, all ofuswho are fortunate-
ly healthy are also at risk.... Health
Canada has found over time young
children demonstrating measurable loss
in lung function because of acid air
pollution drifting across from primari-
ly Ohio.... Predictions by the Minis-
try for Ontario for the future are that
we will see even higher episodes, pri-
marily not only as a result of increased
point sources, but also hotter temper-
atures from global warming." Brian
Stocks, Windsor/Detroit hearing

"Today, the waters of the
Great Lakes contribute more
PCBs to the air than air pol-
lution contributes to the wa-
ters. The source may be his-
torically contaminated bot-
tom sediments. Evaporation
may also be greatest down-
current of major urban ar-
eas." Dr. Steven Vcrmette,
Buffalo hearing

At the Gary hearing, much
testimony focused on a pro-
posal by the Environmental
Protection Agency and the
Army Corps of Engineers to
build a vast landfill for PCB-
contaminated sediments from
the Grand Calumet River in

the midst ofa mainlyAf scan-American
and Latino community in East Chicago.
Theproposed "conftneddisposalfacility"
would be less than a mile from schools,
public parks and homes. Speakers feared
that the landfill would be off-gassing
contaminants to the neighborhood.

"Most people in East Chicago support
the planned dredging.... They know
that it is necessary for the economic
vitality of their city, as well as the
environmental health ofthe Lake Mich-
igan basin. But the government has not
proved to the people of East Chicago
that the planned confined disposal fa-
cilitywill not affect the health of near-
by residents, lower the value of their
homes, or impair their quality of life.
The more the government simply dis-
misses [these] understandable concerns,

"Canada has found over time young children demonstrating measurable loss in
lung function because of acid air pollution." —Brian Stocks
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the more it plays into the hands ofposed to these substances. The twenty-
those whose opposition would not fourth, of course, is tobacco. Why do
stop at derailing the entire project." we hear so much about the dangers of
Bowden Quinn, Gary hearing 0tobacco, but so little about the other

"People AM23lung carcinogens?" From the Janu-were given an opportunity to
comment on taking care of the dredg- ary 1998 CAW Health, Safety and

ing after the fact. It would have been
Environment Newsletter, submitted to

nice if people came in and said here are
the Toronto hearing panel

the options."Tom Serynek, Gary hear- "Whether the ̀costs' are environmen-
ing tal regulations or health care costs is 

"Livingin a heavily industrialized area,
really irrelevant. There will always be

`cheaper'with a huge toxic residue from our
someplace in the short term

past, we have called for a moratorium to locate business. The question is .. .

on permits for new toxic waste han-
at whose cost? Underdeveloped coun-

dling companies in our area ... We are tries may have lower labor costs, but

seeing shorter attention spans, shorter the health of these workers is just as

life spans. We must fight for a health
important as any other." Dan Emer-

registry. We have no idea of the true J"<k Darin
ton, Detroit/Windsor hearing

effects of waste disposal in our lives." The Canadian Autoworkers have initi-
Carlos Tollivar, Gary hearing experimentation on the unsuspecting ated a "Prevent Cancer Campaign, "

public at large," Walter Sarich, Sault
Air is not the only medium ofgeneral

which encourages Canadian unions to
Ste. Marie hearing

exposure
identify carcinogens in their workplaces
and to work with their companies to

"In my home, the Finger Lakes Re-
Workplace

isolate and eventually remove them.
gion, applying sludge and its derived
products is being sold like snake oil,

"We recommend:

advertised as the recycling of`fertilizer' `Rather than ventilate a toxic some- • A comprehensive community chem-

and/or a liming agent. In reality, I where else, we must reduce it in the ical registry needs to be established.

believe this policy is one ofcost avoid- workplace." Nick DeCarlo, Canadian Chemicals should not be used in our

ance and liability transfer. Liability has Auto Workers, Toronto hearing communities unless they have been

been passed from the original polluters "Science has identified almost every
registered and assigned an identifica-
tion number

to the publiclyownedtreatmentworks known carcinogen from the death cer-.
...

A detailed study on reported cancerand eventually to the agricultural com- rificatesofworkers. The International cases in relation to geographical -munity, the farmers who grow food Agency for cation and possible contributing facac-for all of us." Jack Ossont, Buffalo identified twenry-four substances that tors should be conducted in the
hearing cause lung cancer in humans. Twenty- Great Lakes basin ...
"To permit composting of toxic pulp three were determined by the excess • A Just Transition Process needs to
and paper mill sludge is ... medical mortality ofworkers who were overex- be developed to address the eco-

"We have no idea of the true effects of waste disposal in our lives. 
—farlos Tollivar
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nomic impact that would occur
from theelimination ofa hazardous
chemical process. We suggest the
development of an IJC Transition
Task Force that would be charged
with this task."

Ken Bondy, Windsor Regional Envi-
ronmental Council, Windsor/Detroit
hearing

Recommendations
• Until fish in the lakes and rivers of

the Great Lakes basin are safe to eat,
government agencies should devel-
op more effective communication
with the public on the risks associat-
ed with eating contaminated Great
Lakes fish. See the Sierra Club re-
port "Something's Fishy' for six
specific recommendations

• Native nations should be represent-
ed on the International Joint Com-
mission and in all other treaties or
agreements regarding the future
health of the Great Lakes environ-
ment

6 Local communities should be more
meaningfully involved in cleanup
plans, including development of
design and siting options for dispos-
al facilities, and should have veto
power over plan implementation

• Health agencies should initiate and
coordinate registries to better track

and protect community health. For
example, cancer treatment centres
should record information on the
occupational and locational histo-
rics of their patients; all chemicals
used, produced or released in the
comm uniryshould be identified and
registered; and health effects should
be tracked in highly polluted com-
munities such as Areas of Concern

♦ Regulations and tough enforcement
measures should be put in place to
guarantee that industries substitute
the use or production of cancer-
causing and hormone-disrupting
substances with safe alternatives

♦ The International Joint Commis-
sion should facilitate planning for
"just transition" to a sustainable
economy. Governments, labor and
industry, and community members
should jointly make these plans

♦ Local and regional governments
should inventory the sources of
drinkingwater contamination. The
public should become involved in
this process

"Science has identified almost every known carcinogen from the death
certificates of workers." —Nick Defarlo
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O
ver
man activities have taken a "But the fate of the Humbug com- natural area of the Detroit River, it
dramatictodonthecondition plex of island, marsh, uplands, and probably supports million-dollar fish-

and function of Great Lakes natural open river still remains up in the air. eries for walleye and bass. That never
systems. Speakers from across the basin The intensive development that is reallyseems to comeinto playwhenwe
described the impacts of exotic species, planned [far the Humbug area] will talk about reducing and destroying
sprawl channel modifications, logging, destroy the natural resource. Construc- natural habitat." Pat Hartig, Detroit/
and pollution on Great Lakes wildlife tion will wipe out the wooded up- Windsorhearing

lands. The secondary impacts that 
"The levels of the waters in [Lake

Loss of Habitat
follow, such as altered soil, vegetation, 

Ontario] are kept at flood or near to
temperature, drainage, chemical run- p

flood levels for the advantage of
off and normal human incursion, will

APProximately90pe--tofGreatlakts
St .

finish the destruction." Bruce Jones, 
pang, hydro and recreation in the St.

coastal marshes have been lost, and ~~renceSeaway.Therearethreehun-
Detroit/Windsorhearing
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ing into the basin are dammed at their ing New York ... A projected three

first rapids. The resulting less ofspawn-
fan Ay million cubic yards of soil [is] being

ing grounds has prevented the restora- washed into Lake Ontario to become

tionofscl# —,n,ngpopu/atiomof-any sediment. Sediment that will impact

native fish, and the absence of coastal or destroy habitats such as underwater

wetlands has impacted resident and feedingand breeding areas." Mary Lou

migratory birds. Today, suburbansprawi Fischer, Buffalo hearing

increased lumbering, and continued Without public hearings, Quebec's Lac
modifications to accommodate Great v St. Pierre has been slated to receive

~iLakes and St. Lawrence River shipping 200, 000 cu bicyards ofnavigatum dredge
further threaten landandaquatic habi- spoilsfrom the St. Lawrence River.
tats.

"The Lac St-Pierre ecosystem is a flood
"Eagles are now soaring and hunting plain very important for fauna. The
over the Humbug Marsh. Ospreys are area is 90 percent natural because of
hunting in the area and screaming at ` regular flooding. A high proportion is
boaters for intruding in their new- marsh, hosting manyspecies of migra-
found territory. Black-crowned night tory birds and a wide variety of plants
herons routinely feed along the shore- and animals. Sixty tonnes ofsuspended
line. These birds have not been present [dredgeate] in the lake is destroying the

"Sixty tonnes of suspended dredgeate in the lake is destroying the health of
the marsh, animals and seventy-nine species of fish." —Norman Gariepy
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health of the marsh, animals
and seventy-nine species of
fish." Norman Gariepy, Mon-
trEal hearing

In Michigan, an obsolete drain
code streamlines the destruction
of valuable wetlands.

"The drain code is more than a
century old. It has fulfilled and
outlived its original purpose,
which was to make land dry
enough to farm. It has become
a major loophole in both envi-
ronmentalprotectionlaws and
the state's tax limitation £aumd-

laws...
"Developers and other construction

interests like the drain code ... It is
illegal for a private interest to drain a
wetland, but the county drain com-
missioner can drain that same wetland
at public expense ... The version of
the drain code now under consider-
ation [in the state legislature] was
drafted by and for drain commission-
ers." Peter Foster, Windsor/Detroit
hearing

In Toronto there is a movement to re-
verse the trend ofhabiratdatruction by
-daylighting"the buried creeks and ra-
vines that are part of the city's storm
sewer system.

cure—creeks and streams tend to be-
come open sewers, channelized and
eventually buried. These processes have
left us with legacies of continued and
exacerbated water pollution and with
destruction ofhabitat and reduction in
biodiversiry ...

"TheTaddle Creek Watershed Ini-
tiative supports encouraging local com-
munity history projects to map out
buried streams and building a network
'Vsimilar organizations on both sides
of the border." Edward Sousa, Tor-
onto hearing

Non-native Species
"There has been a lot ofpublic interest
over the past few years inworkingwith At least nine species offish native tothe
former rivers which now lie buried as Great Lakes are now extinctwhi/escores

part of the city's sewershed. In the early of non-native aquatic fish, plants and
his toryofaciry—pre-sewerinfrastruc- iruects brought in by ships and canah,

are continuing to pressure and
displace native species. Addi-
tionally, management of both
aquatic and terrestrial rystems
for span and game species is
frequently at odds with preserv-
ingand restoringnative natural
communities.

"The sea lampreywere a major
destroyer of the lake trout
population, zebra mussels are
not only clogging water sys-
tems, but are eliminating food
for native species, and purple
loosestrife is choking out natu-
ral vegetation in the streams

and rivers that enter the lakes which is
destroying natural habitat." Owen
Sound Councilor Peter Lemon, Tor-
onto hearing

"The impact and economic loss due to
aquatic nuisance species is stagger-
ing ... attention must be focused on
preventing the entryand establishment
of these species." Russell LaBarge,
Windsor/Detroit hearing

"I have many concerns about the pro-
posed new'superlock' at the Soo. The
environmental analysis should begin
now, not after the funds are already
appropriated, to investigate the impact
ofsupertankers on the introduction or
increase ofexotic species, and the effect
of increased navigation, especiallywin-
ter navigation, on native species and
ecosystems." Gail Coyer, Duluth hear-

"it is illegal for a private interest to drain a wetland, but the county drain
commissioner can drain that some wetland at public expense."

—Peter Foster
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Citizens also criticiudresourceman-
agersforphysicallyand biologically
aheringecosystems w accommodate
non-native spore f sh at the expense
of native fah and wildlife.
"Eight of the rivers and streams
feeding from the Minnesota wa-
tershed into Lake Superior have
undergone 'surgical' removal of
waterfalls as one of the inane at-
tempts by the Department of
Natural Resources to allow steel-
heads to gain upstream access.
Some of these rivers were visited
two or three times for additional
waterfall extraction. The tools
used to destroy what the DNR 

Annadierc Grieve
likes to call'barriers' are dynamite
and jackhammers. The destruction is ,Native species offish are just writtenpermanent ... With the aim ofopen- 

off. This includes whitefish, perch,ing up as many miles of the main- 
bass,herringandtrout.Thesearewhatstream and tributaries as possible for 
the locals wanton the table. Govern-

the 
beave c the DNR then wen[ after 

menu are very defensive ofnon-nativethe 
ponds

an solo 
wetlands 

their massiveounded 
species like salmon. Why?" Marilyn

ponds and wetlands ...This massive 
destruction wiped out the habitat of 

Burson, Sault Ste. Marie hearing

coundesswaterbirds, nestingsong birds,
otter, mink, and a host of other life Forest Management
which depend on the environment cre-
ated by beaver. With very little effort Forestcoverhasreboundeddramatically
the DNR could have contacted the from its turn-of-the-century decimation,
fisheries department in the Smoky but forest composition even on public
Mountain National Parkwhere a simi- lands is now radicaUy altered to suit
lar situation developed. When intro- industnaluses. This has kftth, integriiy
duced steelheads were found to be sp

of the ,forest ecosystem stem and the species
destroying native brook trout,electro- rhatrelyontheminjeopardy.Plamare
fishi ngwas employed to rid the streams now going forward that wiU signifr-
ofsteelhead." Glenn Maxham, Duluth candy increase logging pressures on the
hearing

Great Lakes ecosystem. Public
lands in Ontario, accounting for
about 30 percent of the Gnat
Lakes watershed, will be opened
to private development in the wake
of the provincial "Lands for Life"
process.

"The upper Midwest has been
targeted by the forest products
industry for a spate of deforesta-
tion. During the 1980s, because
the removal of trees in Minne-
sota had gone from about 1.5
million cords to about 4 million
cords per year, alarmed citizens
asked the state of Minnesota to
do an impact statement ... the
result was the infamous Generic

Environmental Impact Statement, an
absolutely fraudulent document. The
GEIS conceded that, at best, even at
the lowest level of cutting being con-
sidered, there would be destruction of
rare plant communities and loss of
genetic diversiryofall manner offorest
species. Still, they prescribed clearcurs
of over 10,000 acres, claiming that
those would mimic natural catastro-
phe. That is a bald-faced lie.

"In 1987 the governors of Minne-
sota, Wisconsin and Michigan put to-
gether the group called the Lake States
Forestry Alliance, an industry-domi-
nated group set to advise the gover-
nors. Now the Michigan Jobscorp is
actively recruiting out-of-state. In 1996
the Jobscorp is quoted as follows:
'Michigan has lots of unused trees and
wants to share the wealth. We want to

"Eight Minnesota rivers and streams going into Lake Superior have undergone
'surgical' removal of waterfalls to allow steelheads to gain upstream access."

—Glenn Maxham
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make connections with the rest
of the companies in other parts
of the country that can use our
excess timber.' " Bill Willers,
Green Bay hearing

Toxics and Wildlife

Theaquatic ecosystem ofthe Great
Lakes is in an exceptionally un-
stable state ofdisarray, dependent
on massivestockingefforatomain-
tain its apparent productivity.
While the problems caused by ex-
otic species and non-native sport

Marilyn Barron
fish tend to dominate the atten-
tion ofstatelprovincial managers, the chain... Trout are something like the
effect of toxic pollutants on native fah coal miner's canary ... they're a gauge.
andwik&fe reproduction wasalsoraised They are the first thing that's going to
by citizens throughout the hearings. get affected." Wally Bock, Chicago

"Before Europeans arrived flake trout] hearing

was the top predator in Lake Michigan
and in all the Great Lakes. About 1950
the lake trout population crashed ...
due to overharvesting and the intro-
duction ofsea lamprey. Recently there's
been a serious effort to reintroduce the
lake trout back into its natural habitat.
This effort has not met with the great-
est success. The lake trout fry that
naturally reproduce in Lake Michigan
may hatch but they do not make it to
the swimming stage—it's called early
death syndrome. They're tracing it back
to the formation of the eggs in the
female ... There's something that's
affecting the production and growth
of the embryos. It's starting way up the

"My management authority has been
testing fish since 1991 and we have a
goodrecord. Wealternate between three
lakes because the Tribes have rights to
fish in the upper three Great Lakes,
Superior, Michigan and Huron ... We
do twelve lake trout and twelve white
fish in each lake on a rotating basis. We
were seeing [toxin] levels come down,
but now they seem to be fluctuating.... In Lake Huron we had dioxins
thatwere high, in Lake Michigan, PCBs
seemed to be high, and Lake Superior,
toxaphene seems to be high." Mike
Ripley, Sault Ste. Marie hearing

persistent toxic substances listed
in the Agreement up to the
1980s, the changes since then
have been almost imperceptible,
indicating the need to address
possible continuing sources of
these chemicals into thesystem."
Dr. Mike Murray, Detroit hear-

"The decline in the levels of
PCBs in fish has leveled off. The
effects on wildlife are still ob-
servable at these levels, meaning
simply that the threshold levels
for observable effects may not
be reached for a long time to
come. The good news reports

tell you that the bald eagle is back. But
the bad news is that there is evidence to
show that those eagles which feed al-
most entirely on Great Lakes fish are
not reproducing and they continue to
show up with observed deformities
such as crossed bills." Terry Yonker,
Buffalo hearing

Regional Protection

Several speakers described their involve-
ment in ecosystem restoration projects
that have been organized as cooperative
initiatives across several governmental
jurisdictions that share a common re-
source—a watershed—and have com-
mitted to a shared vision for the larger
community.

"While therewere substantial decreases "It is our contention that the long-

in fish concentrations of many of the term ecological health and economic

"The lake trout fry that naturally reproduce in Lake Michigan may hatch but they
do not make it to the swimming stage—it's called early death syndrome."

—Wally Bock
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health of the Georgian Bay area
can only be protected by under-
taking a thorough assessment of
the region's resources and their
health, and planning for their pro-
tection and use as asingle resource
into the future. The current man-
agement framework is character-
ized by fragmented accountabili-
ties that have led to, and continue
to lead to, inconsistencies- in man-
agement, implementation, and
enforcement as the federal and
provincial governments, upper
and lower-tier municipalities, and
several First Nations try to figure 

P,
out "who does what" and "what
is falling through the cracks ... The
Georgian Bayshoreline is not the only
part of the Great Lakes shoreline in
need ofthis type ofintegrated manage-
ment and planning. Perhaps a move-
ment towards this level of integration
would go a long way to creating a
sustainable future for the Great Lakes
as a whole." Anneliese Grieve, Tor-
onto hearing

"Superior Wilderness Action Net-
work's mission is to map a proposal for
a restored system of reserves across the
Midwest northwoods: Minnesota,
Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula.
Forest ecosystems are more than trees.
Trees are the biggest guys on the block
so to speak, so what they do is form
this forest substrate for the other mem-
bers of the forest community, which
are probably 93 percent of the species
there. If there are to be forest ecosys-
tems, then there should be some that

are left in order that the management
comes from within, that they be self-
sustaining. This is a foundation of
conservation biology, the`core/buffer/
corridor' concept, cores of natural self-
sustaining forest ecosystems, sur-
rounded by buffer zones and connected
by corridors to protect the integrityof
the core, so there will not be genetic
isolation and inbreeding that leads to
extinction. I'm not saying that is would
be wrong to cut a tree here or there.
Selective logging is radically different
from modem industrial forestry. Mod-
ern industrial forestry is a shame and a
crime." Bill Willers, Green Bay hearing

Recommendations

♦ Federal, stateand provincial govern-
ments should adopt principles of
conservation biology to develop co-

ordinated management plans
for public resources—includ-
ing lakes, rivers and terrestrial
areas—that ensure the survival
and protect the diversity of
nativespecies

♦ Providing habitat and pro-
moting the proliferation of
native fish species should be
the primary task in fish man-
agement

♦ Local municipalities should
develop strategies to counter
consumption of urban habi-
tat, wildlife corridors andopen
land by suburban sprawl

Government at all levels should:

• Invest in coastal area and riverine
restoration projects to provide the
foundation to rebuild a self-sustain-
ing aquatic ecosystem

♦ Invest in additional sensitive lands
acquisition and foster the develop-
ment of an open process of multi-
jurisdictional watershed planning

• Improve biological regulations at all
levels, including:
• Enact a strong Canadian endan-

gered species law
• Strengthen wetlands protections
• Revise state drain codes

♦ Better control exotic species:
• Create incentives and enforce

regulations preventing entry of
new exotic species into the Great
Lakes basin

• Fund programs to control exist-
ing exotic species and to research
new, nontoxic control methods

"Modern industrial forestry is a shame and a crime." —Bill Willers
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~~ he philosophy adopted Great Lakes by William Ashworth, to be laughed at. But we should beT for control of inputs of Chicagohearing talking about zero discharge. They say
persistenttoxresubstances „

Although there is a great deal ofskep-
"

the technology is not available. But
shall be zero discharge. Great Lakes

ticism that zero discharge of persistent
they are wrong.... In Saudi Arabia,

Water Quality Agreement, Annex 12 
contaminants is achievable, nothing

`"herewateris scarce and precious, they

"We support the goal ofzero discharge short ofzero discharge should be toler-
havebeenusingzero discharge technol-

of persistent toxic substances into the ated by those who profess to be inter-
ogy for twentyyears. Theyremove and

Great Lakes. These substances are sim- ested and concerned about the health
recover pollutants and theyreeydeand
reuse the water I'm afraid that soply too dangerous to permit their use and wellbeing of the Great Lakes."

...
longaswehaveapoliticalsystemdomi-or release in an quantity one-sev- Ron Scrudato,Buffaloheariny ty ' ' ' g nated by corporate campaign contri-entieth of a teaspoon of mercury is 

"Sometimes regulated interests scoffat buttons, we will continue toseepoliciesenough to contaminate a twenty-five- 
us when we talk about zero discharge.

acre lake to the pointwhere the fishare
that coddle polluters." Rae Schnapp,

And we tend to shy away from theunsafe to eat." Darren Speece, Chicago
Garyhearing

term because, let's face it, no one likeshearing In the Great Lakes community, we have

"Water polluted by sewage effluent 17,.,4,., rt,,:,.,[, two stories on pollution from toxic sub-
stances. The fsrststory runs like thu:

looks polluted. It is discolored and
opaque; there are things in it. The "Releases of targeted substances from
trouble with the other common forms specific dischargers are no longer mea-
ofpollutants is theyofrenexhibit none surable. Theyhave, in fact, been virtu-
of these clues. Water may be grossly ally eliminated ... We should not
polluted and yet so clear and sparkling continue to force a polity direction
that it seems not only harmless but which places primary emphasis on
healthy. This type of contamination _ chemical integrity and whichwill, most
involves the presenceofchemicals that ✓  ' ̀ I ikely, result in no further measurable
might be present in microscopically „rsignifiir-antrcductions,orecosystcm
small amounts but so extremely dan- response." Council of Great Lakes In-
gerous that even amounts sosmall they dustries
can barely be quantified—a few drops Thesecondstoryisfarlesswidely told. It
of the chemical mixed into a billion runs like this:
drops ofwater—may be unsafe. Ifyou
can find them at all, there is goodI "We argue over parts per million, bil-
chance there is too much of them." lion, trillion, even quadrillion while
Ellen Partridge, quotingfrom TheLate still allowing hundreds of tonnes of

"Water may be grossly polluted and yet so clear and sparkling that it seems
not only harmless but healthy." —William Ashworth, The Late Great Lakes
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persistent, mutagenic, bioaccumulative How can this still be the case? Speak- than doubled over this time.
toxins and combinations thereof to erscitedpoorlyregulatedactivitiessuch "At one time there was a decrease oftheslide into the lakes every day" Joyce as incineration, sewage treatment, pest.- rate of pollution of the Detroit River.McLean, Toronto hearing tide use, and electricity production as

well as accidental spills, leaks, fires and 
However, for the past four years there

At hearing after hearing citizens came was no monitoring ofthe Detroit River
forward to tell ourpanels thatpollution 

longtance into the basiofpersistenttoxic by the state of Michigan. The federal
substances into the basin.

prevention efforn in their communities TRIs show that toxic release is dra-
have faltered or completely lost sight of maticallyincreasingin Michigan. Hence
the goal of ending the release of long- Toxic releases one may conclude that now the De-
lived pollutants that are dangerous to troit River pollution is increasing.
life. Yes, we have made progress, many In some communities, locally permined Michigan's environmental permitting
said, but the U. S. and Canadian release toxic releases are actually increasing process is in shambles." Cheryl
inventoriesstiUreport very largearttounts sometimes by very substantial amounts. Minniefield, Windsor/Detroit hearing
oftoxicsubstances released by industries Great Lakes United analyzed toxic re- "All I heard was how this [Guardian
in the Great Lakes bash—a staggering lease data from 1993 to 1996 as re- Glass) plant would be our economic
321 million pounds (146 million kilo- ported to the U.S. Toxic Release savior. But, when I looked at the per-
grams) in 1996. And that large Yuan- Inventory and Canada's National Pol- mit I saw huge numbers of pollutants
tity may be only 5 percent of the toxic lutant Release Inventory in six of our that would be allowed into our air and
pollutants entering the ecosystem, ac- hearings communities. In Garyand in thought surely the Department ofEn-
cordingtotlirU.SGeneralAccounting Green Bay, toraltoxicreleaseshavemore vironmental Conservation would make
Office' 

them do better in controlling these
pollutants. This is where I learned the

ar.."rr'vn.r""'"""""" 'ry'"'T"~w1°" 0̀ DEC is not looking out for our best
interests... Thiswas a state-of-the-art,
newly automated plant—where were
the state-of-the-art pollution controls?

..,~ The DEC didn't feel it necessary to
make this plant operateat the cleanest
possible level." Linda Ochs, Buffalo
hearing

w

Incineration

In both Canada and the United States
incineration is a prevailing solution for
disposingofwaste. Because oftheabun-
dance of chlorinated materials such as

Tarr rdmw orn&, 1993 w 19% in nw Gnat lal° ciao. PVC plastics present in these wastes,

"One may conclude that now the Detroit River pollution is increasing. Michigan's
environmental permitting process is in shambles." —fheryl Minniefield
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incineration results in past, we have called for a moratorium

theproductionandwide on permits for new toxic waste han-

dispersal ofcancer-cans- dling companies in our area." Jesse

ing dioxins and related / Garcia, Gary hearing

chemical. In fact, incin-
erators are the largest in-
dustrial sourceofdioxin Sewage treatment plants
and furans released into
the Great Lakes basin. When Great Lakes sewage treatment

High level of benzene,plants
'AV

were built or upgraded in the

mercury, cadmium and } ~' 1970s, they we" designed to cleanse

othertoxic substances are wastewaterofbactenaandexcessnutri-

alo released from incin- eats, not industrial wastes. Nonethe-

erator stacks or left to be less, industnesaroundthe basin discharge

controlled in the ash. large volumes of toxic wastes to sewage

The U.S. Toxic Release treatment plants, which need not re-

Inventory and Canada's port to federal toxic release inventories.

National Pollutant Re- pQ~M,.n ,,orc "This can create a safe haven for wastes
lease Inventory require from companies that don't want to
reportingfromonlysomewasteincinera- tion uses. Ash containing heavy metals, deal with EPAand can hide behind the
tors. dioxins and organics will then be dis-

"The two largest contributors ofdiox- 
tributed back into the environment.

ins to all five Great Lakes are here inthe 
Does this make sense. Ed McArdle, Silent Sperm

Detroit area: The Grosse Point Clinton 
Windsor/ Detroit hearing

Sung by the Raging Grannie quartet
incinerator in Mt. Clemens and the "We need to stop all incineration of at the Toronto hearing to the melody
Central Wayne ... These same two sewage sludge and stop new attempts of 'Silent Night"
incinerators are tagged by Governor to use incineration as a waste manage-

Engler's Task Force on mercury as ment option. If we don't, we will
Silent sperm, vanishing sperm,

being the largest point sources of mer- continue to pump persistent toxic sub-
Round the world, sec men squirm.

cury in Michigan ... The Central stances into the air, which will poison
Get the corporate ball so large
Rollin' along towards zero discharge!

Wayne received its permit to expand our air, land and water." Jack Layton, Sleep in peace no more,
from burning its present 150 tons per Toronto hearing Sleep in peace no more.
dayto a projected 800 tons per dayand ,Put a moratorium on sewage incin-
will install newer pollution controls

Silent sperm, vanishing sperm,
erators in the Great Lakes basin and set

which will reduce some pollutants and
What's to blame for this shame?

a dace of 2010 to have it stopped."
increaseothers.Howdver, the controls 

Karey Shinn, Toronto hearing

Synthetic hormones, dioxin,
PVC, pesticides, dry cleanin',

will capture more toxins in the ash and Phase out chlorine now,
the operators are determined to market "Living in a heavily industrialized area Phase out chlorine now
the ash for roadbuilding and construc- with a huge toxic residue from our

"Put a moratorium on sewage incinerators in the Great Lakes basin and set a
date of 2010 to have it stopped." —Korey Shinn

j"';lt~rtllifll'l rmoks i" 
rmproJumonllruJwitk 
Jis,m,,/'!ClI"Cn-cll_ 
mldiari1lIIIruJrrflluJ 
",",,;(II/s, In per. ;"an­
mmmllrrthtlarrmin­
"umillIJflrnr-~oftljoxin 
.n" for.1II rtlLlUd inl1) 
tht Grtll1 LAkn bMi". 
Hi!fi kvtls til bmunr, 
mrm.try. ~1I"mjum lin" 
,tMrl«Cir.ubmtnctflUt .b, rdNstd from i1Kin­

trlltOr Iuch or kft 10'" 
ctlnm//d in tht ~h. 
Thc U.S. Tt1Xic RtILUl 
/I'Il1t1JrrtryllruJc.1IIIII.tj 
M,tWnllJ P,iJMunl iii-
1L1lJ~ InumtfYf1 "9u;rt 
rtpminlfi'omo"I]MIMUllltmiMincr. tionwa,Ashcontainingheavymct:als, 

diol(lns and organia wiU then be dis-

PUt, we luvc alkd fora moratorium 
on pamirs fo r new loxic waste han­
dling companiel in our arca.~ Jesse 
Garw, Garyhearing 

Sewage treatment plants 

Wbm Gffllt Wn JrlVdV ~t 
pl6ntr wtI't buiu tlr u~ i" 1M 
J97Ot. tINy IUtTI." ,wigW ttJ d~lIIJg 

IJMJMiJII«r~~.nJc:a#"Utri­
mn, ""tindl4StriAlUllUtn.NtmtiJN. 
1tu.i,J".nrin~ruJthtb.mn~ 
urv KlUlmn ,f ttJtXk uwtn ttJ NWIIl' 
INtltmml pJ.l'ltJ, which 11«" nor P't'­

,."t't1ft"rrtlJttJXicrt~i"WfIIOria. 

'"'Th.isancrearcasafr:h:avcnforwanG 
from companies thai don', want ID 

deal withEPA:andc::anhidebehind the 

~etwOlarBdtCOntributonor~iox- ~[:isb:x~n::;~~~vi~::::;: ,-----------, 

~~=~g=;:~a::= WindsorlDeuoirhearing Silent Sperm 
Sultl"'';'' lUti"l G"""in '1U1UUt 

incinerator in Me. Clemens iIld the "We n(Cd to stOp all incineralion of lit tlw T",.,,,.-IwIl';"1 fD tht mAD4y 
Central Wayne ... These same cwo sewage sludge and stOp new attempts "/asiu,,t Nipt· 
incinUlton are aggcd by Governor ro we incineration:as a waste milnage-
Engler'. Taak Force on merouy:as menr option. If we don't, we will !!e::d. r::,~~i~e~~~~;m, 
bcingdul:argcstpoinuourmofmer- continuctopumppenisttntto:Jt.icIub- Get the cotporate ball 10 Laflc 
C\U}' in Mic.higllll .. , The Central scmmintothcair,wnic.hwillpoison Rollin'akmg!owvdaurod.i.clwgc! 
Wayne rece ived its pe rmir 10 apand ourair, land:and water, - Jilck Layton, Sleql in peace no mon, 
from butningiuprcscnt 150 tolll pe! Torontohc:aring Sleep in peace no more. 

~~~a~jcacd800I(tn~perdayan~ "Pur I moratorium on KWage indn- Silenl 1~lm, vallishing lperm, 

:~i~:ill :a::r:me;~~:~:d era;rsinf70?oreat~k«~asinand:: ~~~o ~:::n:, ~i:~,:,e? 
incrca5('othen, HOWt:VI:r,theconuols I tco. 10 avcn,noppe. 
willc:apturcmoretoxilllintheaahand KarqShmn, Toronlohcanng ~.?; :I~n:~o:-nin" 
theopcratort lredtterminedtomarlcct "Uvinginahcavilyindustri:alizedarca Phase OUI chlorine now. 
thcash fo r ro~buildingandcorutruo- with. a huge rOlic residue from our '--_______ --' 

' Put 0 morotorium on sewoge incinerotors in the Greot Lokes bosin ond set 0 

dote of 2010 to have it stopped." -Korey Shinn 
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Pesticides

"In the Great Lakes ba-
sin, approximately 58
million pounds of pes-
ticides are used an-
nually for agriculture."
Heather Reichmuth,
Buffalo hearing

"Scientists measuring
the Great Lakes storm-
water basins found high
levels of 2,4-D in 53
percent of the samples
they tested. High levels
of diazinon, which is

The Raging Gran .. Fran Johru, P) y,Z Cmighton. Daphne Swplemn, Ew-HaQ toxic to a number of
fish, bird and aquatic

municipal plant." Elizabeth Kaszubski, muniry has also responded to our zero species were also found in 47 percent of
Buffalo hearing discharge toxic reduction philosophy the samples." Russell Marchese, Buf-

"The Montrdal Urban Community 
and has embraced this concept. Indus- falo hearing

treatmentsewage plant is one of the 
trial and commercial sectors have re- 
viewed p viewed and altered their processes and "The League of Women Voters has aonly STPs in QuEbec to monitor tox- 
substituted raw materials that resulted position on pesticides: zero use....

ics. The rate of removal of toxic com- 
in significant reductions. From our Tell industry: just don't use these things.

pounds such as chromium is around 
standpoint, the WLSSD andourcom- And, I mean, there are alternatives. The

50 percent ... [the sewage sludge] is 
muniry has responded to the Great word pesticide was not in the English

burned in an incinerator and the ashes 
Lakes Water QualityAgreement.How- language before the Second World War.

are buried. There is a mercury prob- 
ever ... it appears to us that the re- They would often use insects to find

lem."Guy Deschamps and Luc Lefebre, out what would kill people." Marjorie
Montrfal hearingspouse by governments has not been at

the same level of intensity or success. Fisher, Chicago hearing

"The Western Lake Superior Sanitary More alarming, it appears that govern- "Mystory began six and a halfyears ago
District has continued to act locally mental resources necessary to progress when my son was born. I volunteered
and adopted a philosophy of zero dis- towards the goals of the Great Lakes to research a less toxic mosquito con-
charge of persistent, bioaccumulative Water Quality Agreement are dimin- trol program for the Town of Am-
toxics ... As a result, the WLSSD has ishing or in some cases lacking altoge- herst, New York. The town was using
measurably reduced mercuryandchlo- ther." Joe Stepun, Duluth hearing methoxychlor and malathion, some-
rinated compounds in our wastewater times mixing the two for a stronger
and solid waste streams ... Our com- brew. Both are reported endocrine dis-

"The League of Women Voters has a position on pesticides: zero use.... Tell
industry: just don't use these things." —Marjorie Fisher

municipalpbnL· Elizabeth Kaswbski, 
Buffilo hearing 

"The Montrta.l Urban Community 
sewage ucaunCfll plant is one of the 
only ms in Qutb« to monirortox­
ia. The rate of removal oftoric com­
pounds such as chromium is around 
50 ptreen! ... (the KWagc sludge] is 
burned in an incincn.tor Uld me ashes 
arc buried. ThttCisam~prob-
1cm,'"Guy Dodum",andLucLeftbre. 
Montrblhwing 

"The Western Lakt SUpWorSanit:loty 
District has continued 10 act loaU), 
;lIld adopted a philosophy of zero dis­
clwge: of persistent. bioaccumulnivc 
toxia ... Na resuh. meWlSSO hal 
mcuunblyreduccdmercuryandch1o­
rinatcd compounds inourW2llmor.l.lCr 
and. solid wlnestfea:ru ... OUf com· 

munity h:a.1i al~ raopondcd to oururo 
disdtarge toxic ~uction philosophy 
and hucmbl'llced this concept. lnduJ' 
trial and commerc;,,1 s«rOQ ha~ re· 
vi~andal[credtheitproccsscsand 

Jub6tilutcd raw tmlui:ais dUI resulted 
in significam reductions. From our 
sWldpoint,theWLSSDandourcom. 
mUliity has responded 10 Ihe Great 
t..akcsWarerQ=lityAgreemmt. Ho ..... • 
~ ... it appears to w: that me re· 
sponse bygovernmenu Ius not beenu 
me same ItvCI of intcruity or success. 
MoIl!' :aLarming. it :appeal'll mar govern· 
me:nr:alresourcesnecespryroprogrea 
tow:aniJ the go:.t. of (he Grell ~ 
W:aW' Qu:ality Agrttment :are dimin· 
ishingorinwmeases luking:altogc-­
thcr. -Joe Stcpun, Dulum haring 

Pesticides 

~Iotht:Gre:a[l.Wsba· 

sin, approximately 58 
millionpoundsofpf$­
ticidc:s arc: used an­
nuallylOragricul~.· 

Heather Reichmuth, 
BuffilJohea.ring 

MScic:ntisu mc::asuring 
~Cre:atl.akcssrorm· 
w:atcrb:asUufoundhigh 
Icvet. of 2,4-D in 53 
percent of ~ nmples 
theycestcd. Highkvds 
of dininon, which is 
toxic to a number of 
fish, bird and .qu.tic 

spccleswercaiJofoundin41 perccmof 
me wnples: RusscIl M:an:bc:sc, BuE· 
falohearing 

"The Lc:aguc ofWomcn VoterS hal a 
pruirion on pesticide.: uro use ... 
Tdlindwtty;jundon'tusethesedUnp. 
And,I mean, rherearuJtem:anves. Tht. 
word pesticide: was not in the English 
bnguagcbdoretht:SecondWorldWu. 
Thcywould often use irucaJ ro find. 
OUt what would kill people. ~ Marjorie 
Fisher, Chicago hurlng 

-MYltorybcgan,ix :and:ah:alfyc:arrago 
whe:nmYlOnwubom. lvolun~ 
to roeau:h:a leu toxic mosquito con­
trol plOgr..lm for me Town of Am· 
hent,NewYork. Thc [()wnwu using 
methoxychlor and rnilithion. JOme:­
times mmng me twO for :a "lOnger 
brew. Both:lR: rcponedcndocrincdit-

"The League of Women Voters has a position on pesticides: zero use .... Tell 
industry: just don't use these things.' -Marjorie Fisher 



rupters ... Both pesticides caused the "Seven hundred and forty-three lakes
demise ofdragonflies, frogs and bees in in Minnesota have fish consumption
and around the wetlands ... These advisories due to mercury pollution.
issues are not political issues, they are That is 94 percent ofthe lakes tested by
health issues. This should be the job of the Department ofNatural Resources.
my government, not me." Regina We need to make choices." Diana
Fidele, Buffalo hearing McKeown, Duluth hearing

"The City of Waterloo embarked on a
pesticide reduction program for mu- Long-range air
nicipal green space in 1991. In 1996, ;

Waterloo sprayed only 0.06 percent of transport
an acre of 1,100 acres of parkland and
that was for poison ivy. Since imple- "Continued diligence to meet the
menting this program, Waterloo has Agreements goals becomes even more
increased public greenspace by48 per- crucial as the evidence of damage to
ccnt and reduced the park department's 't'9 a % fish, wildlife and humans from cxpo-
budget by 47 percent." Janet May, sure to persistent toxic substances con-
Torontohearing

Peter o,.: 
tinues to mount ... While the majority
of past efforts have been aimed at con-

"Competitive electricity marketing is trolling discharges ofcontaminantsto
Utilities arriving in the Great Lakes basin. As a the water, growing evidence supports

result, mercury emissions areexpected the need for increased focus on con-
"TheairshedofFastern NorthAmerica to increase as these relatively low-cost trolling sources of air pollution, both
is steadily becoming dirtier. The cul- Midwestern coal plants are run longer locally and from sources outside the
pris are found on both sides of the andharderby utilities seeking toserve basin that contribute contaminants by
border ... Detroit Edison's proposal larger markets. Minnesota's coal plants the atmospheric pathway." Dr. Peter
to bring the antiquated and inefficient will be ramped up to provide less ex- Orris, Chicago hearing
Conners Creek plant back on line is a pensive electricity to Chicago ... Coal-

"It
perfect example of the progress in re-

is now commonly accepted by -fired electrical power plants account
verse we are experiencing in our collec- for at least one third of the mercury e nme working for the Canadian gov-

tive fight for clean air ... I would like ernmeemissions in the Great Lakes region. nt that not only do we produce

to tellyou that the Province ofOntario They are the largest single source of ourown fairshare of POPs [persistent

willleadthewayinthestruggletohead mercury emissions ... Inotherwords, organic pollutants], but also, because

offthe Conners Creek plan, burl can't. your local power plant is contributing ofthewaythese chemicals behavewhen

The government of Ontario has been to the mercury in the fish you catch they arc released, Canada is a net recipi-

silent ... Ontario Hydro is forecast- from your local lake ... There are no ent of POPS from other parts of the

ing a 40 percent increase in coal-gener- mercuryemission regulations for power world ... It has taken nearly ten years
aced electricity." Dan McDermott, plants." Nancy Lange, Duluth hearing for the governments of the world to

heed the pressure from citizens and
Windsor/Detroit hearing

negotiate a treaty that will target the

"Minnesota has 743 lakes with fish consumption advisories due to mercury
pollution. That is 94 percent of the lakes tested." —Diana McKeown
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ruplC:rs ... Both pesticidaaused the 
demiseof dragonflies, frogs and bees in 
and around me' wcllands ... These 
illucs are nor political issues, they:arc: 
health illueli. Thi l$houldbernejobof 
my gov<:rnmem, nOI mc.~ Regina 
Fidele:, Bulfalo hearing 

"The: CityofW:IIterloo emb~rW on a 

pesticide rc:<luction program for mu­
nicipal green space in 1991. In 1996, 
Waterloo sprayed only 0.06 percent of 
an aereof 1.100acraof parkland and 

"Scvcn hundred and forty-thrce lalces 
in Minnesota hOl~ fish coru;umption 
advisoriet due 10 mercury poUution. 
That is94 perccntofthelakcstested by 
the DepanmentofNarural Resources. 
We need to mUc: choiccs." Diana 
McKeown, Duluth hearing 

Long-range air 
transport 

tlut was for poison ivy. Since imple- "Continued diligence to meet Ihe 
menr;ng this program, Waterloo hu 1""'"-..... - AgllXffienl'sgoalsbecomesevenmorc 
increased publicgllXn5pace by48 per- crucial as the evidence of damage 10 

cUllaruireducc:dtheparkdcpartment's fish, wildl ifc and humaltS from expo-
budg« by 47 percent." Janel May. ~un:IQpcrsist~nttoxit:$UNmlc:acon-
Toromohearing '--------'---- ..... tinutstomount ... W'hilethernajority 

Utilities 

\"he air5hc:<l ofE.a.sle rn Nonh America 
is stead ily becoming dit(ier. The cuI· 
priu an: found un bolh side.o; of the 
border ... Detroit Edison's pro~l 
to bring the antiquated and inefficient 
Conners Creek pbnt back on line is a 
perfect ex~mple of The progrel5 in re_ 
ycrsc:wraret'llperiencinginourcollc:c­
tiycfight ror dean air ... 1 would like: 
to ttll you that the Province ofOmario 
wililead rhcway in the struggle to head 
offrheConnc:rsCreek plan, bUll can't. 
Thc government ofOnt;1rio has bcc:n 
si lent .. Ont~rio Hrdro is forcc<ur­
ing ~ -10 percent increue in (o~J'scner­
~{cd electricity." Dan McDcrmorr, 
WindsorfDe(foil hearing 

of past efforts have been aimed ncon­
"Compeliti~ electricity marketing is trolling discharges ofcontaminanu to 
arriving ill Ihe Great lakes basin. As a the watcr, growing ~idence suppom 
resuh,mercu!),cmilllonsarc:r:xpecred the n~ed for increased focus on con-
10 inctease as thac Rhljyely low-cotl trolling:JourteS of air polJullon, bolh 
Midweslem coal plants:llrc run longer locally and ftom $Ourca oUl$ide Ihe 
and harder by utilities seeking 10 serve basin tlul(ontributecontOlmin~msby 
Largcrmarkt:tS.Minnesotl'$~lplO1nu Ih~atmosphericpathway." Dr. Pc:rer 
will be ramped up to provide las a- Orris,Chicago hC<lring 
pcnsivedecuiciryloChiag<l ... G»I- _ . . 
fired electrical power plants account It ~ now~mmonlr accrpt~ by so­
for <It IeUt one third of thl!' m~rcury emtsl5workingfor the Canadl<lIlgov. 
emwioru in the Grea l Lakes region. crnmem thatnol only do wt: produce 
They arc the largest single 50UrcC of our own fai rshueofPOPs [pcrsiSfenl 

mercuryemiuiom .. Inomerwords, :~:~~:~:~~~=ue~ 
!:~~~:!:;~~l:~; i;'~~~~b:~~ rncyue released, Ca~cbis<lnet m;ipi-
from your locallakc: ... Ther~ arc no ent of POPs from other p~m of the 
mercutyemissionrcgubtionsforpower world ... II ltasmken nea rly ten years 

plallu. - Nancy Lange, Dululh hearing ~~~h~~;::r:n~ro: ~::~:I~~: 
negotiate 3 rre:llty thaI willmrgct Ihe 

"Minnesota hos 743 lakes with fish consumption advisories due to mercury 
pollution. Thot is 94 percent of the lakes tested." -Diono McKeown 



twelve worst chemicals on the
planet. But it will also take a
Herculean effort from all of us to
ensure we actually eliminate these
chemicals from the planet. Be-
cause while [we] demand the
elimination of these chemicals,
others with a vested interest in
their continued production con-
tinue to talk of ̀risk manage-
ment.' "MoragSimpson, Hamil-
tonhearing

Accidents

Spills, firesand "fugitweemissions"
add to the toxic burden in the
Great Lakes ecosystem. In Hamil- !,
ton, a warehouse filled with car
interiors and other polyvinyl-chloride-
filled objects caught on fire in 1997,
releasing 100 million litres of dioxin-
contaminated wastewater to Lake On-
tario and causingdioxin levels in theair
10,000 times higher than normal con-
centrations found in Hamilton.

"Exactly a year ago today, the fire at
Plastimet was into its fourth and final
day. Local residents had been ̀recom-
mended to evacuate' the previous day.
Most had done so earlier ... The
Plastimet site [was] an environmental
disasterwaiting to happen."CliveJones,
Hamilton hearing

"The recent growth in the trade of
chemicals between our two countries is
a natural outgrowth of the move to an
integrated NorthAmerican and world
economy ... On one day in 1996,12

percent of the 3,260 average daily trucks
using the Blue Water Bridge carried
hazardous materials ... A hazardous
materials spill on the Blue Water Bridge
would have a direct impact on the
water quality of the Sr. Clair River."
Grant Bauman, Windsor/Detroithear-
ing

"In 1995, for nearly seven months,
Kodak failed to discover and correct a
faulty vent that released about 30 tons
ofsolvents into theenvironment, many
ofwhich are linked to cancer ... Why
hasn't Kodak paid for these violations?
Is the New York Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation more inter-
ested in protecting the image of an
industry giant than protecting thewell-
being of the people of western New
York?" Judy Robinson, Buffalo hear-
ing

Nuclear

"Canada's nuclear industry was
born in secrecy, during wartime,
over fifty years ago. Yet the asso-
ciated technologies and theircon-
sequences remain practically
invisible to most Canadians. For
example, every year tonnes of
Canadian uranium hexafluoride
is transiting throughout Canada.
It is moving on trains or on
container ships on the St.
Lawrence River fpaway on its
way to the United States, the
United Kingdom, France and
Russia for enrichment. That
transportation of hex oonstitutes
in itself a threat to the Great

Lakes and St. Lawrence River ecosys-
tem." Gordon Edwards, Montrfal
hearing

"The nuclear fuel cycle is currently the
main source of man-made radioactiv-
ity released into the Great Lakes eco-
system, contributing to 86 percent of
the radioactivity emitted into the ba-
sin. Tritium and carbon 14, among
others [are] radioactive substances of
concern. Ontario's heavy water reac-
tors release two to three times the
amount of these lethal substances as
reactors in the United States. But to
virruallyeliminare continuing radioac-
tive pollution is a goal that is attain-
able ... first let's go for reestablishing
the energy efficiency programs that
Ontario Hydro canceled only three
years ago which could, for a compara-

"Every year tonnes of uranium hexafluoride transit throughout Canada."
—Gordon Edwards
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twelve worst chemic;ili on me 
planet. But it will also rake a 
He'rculean effort from allofus to 
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container shipt on the St. 
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United Kingdom, Fn.nce and 
Rus.sia for enrichmeot. That 
transpon"tion ofho: CDrulirules 
in ttself a threat 10 the Great 
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/nUriOIl lind olh" po/yllinyl-chlsridt- wing the Blue Water Bridge carried 
filk" obj«11 caught on fift in 1997. huardous materials .. , A httardol.l~ 
rtkasing fOO million firm of dioxin- nu.leri~ls5pillon the Blue Wlitcr Bridge 
cofltaminAu" WIlJUUVlt" to Wt On- would 11:I\~ a dirn;t impaCt on the 
l4ruJandtallJingdi(}xin kvtlsilfthtllj, water quality of the St. Clair River." 
1O,()()(} rimn hig,," than normal ron- Gram Baun1:l1l. WindsorlDetroithe:u-
trnrrariMl flu,u/ln HllmiUoII_ ing 

MExactlya yea r ago today, the fire al ~In 1995, for nearly seven monclu. 
PI:Ulinlel w.lS into its fourth :lnd final Kodak f:ailed 10 discover and correct a 
day. Local residenu had been 'recom- f:aultyventthal rcle:uedabout3010ns 
mended to evacuate' the previoUli day. ofsolvcnuintotheenvironmem, many 
Most had done so earlier ... The ofwh.icharelinkedtoClncer ... Why 
P[;udmct site [w.as] an environmental h.:asn'tKodtkplid for these violations? 
disam:rwaitingtohappen,-ClivcJones, Is the New York Department of En vi­
Hamilton hc-.Iring torlmenral Conservation more inter. 

~The recent growth in the tn.dc of CSted in protecting the image of an 
chemicals bc:cwc:cn our [W()counrrics is indUlitrygiant than prolectingthewdl­
~ n~lUraloUigroWlh ofth~ move roan being of the people of western New 
intcgr:atedNorthAmericanandworld York?" Judy Robinson, Buffalo hear_ 
economy, , ,On one clay in 1996, 12 ing 

Lakes and St. Lawrence Rivcrttosys. 
tern,· Gordon Ed~rds, Momrbl 
hC".Iring 

~The' nuclC'ar fud cycle' is currently the' 
mainsourcc of man-made ~ioaaiv­
ity relC':lSCd into the' Great Lakes ew­
sytte'm. contributing to 86 pcorCC'1lI of 
the' ndiolctivity emitted into the ha­
sin. Tritium and carbon 14, among 
Clthers [are] I'1Idioactive substances of 
com;C'Tn. Onurio's hC';1,VY W:l!C'f rex­
[ors rdC'ase twO to th/'e'e limes the 
"mount of these' lethal subnallCC$ :as 
rC':Ietors in the United StatCS, BUI to 
virruallydimill:ueeominuingradiox­
rive pollution is :I gO:l1 fh~f ;$ urain­
able. , . first !et'sgo forn!eSrablishing 
the energy dficiency progn.ms !.luI 
Ontario Hydro cancded only three: 
years ago which could. forammp:l.ra. 

"Every year tannes of uranium hexafluoride transit throughout Canada." 
-Gordon Edwards 



tivelysmall investment, have saved the ♦ Local governments should phase out
equivalent of 4,000 megawatts of pesticide useonpubliclyownedland.
nudearoutpurbytheyear2000."Ziggy Private use of long-lived pesticides
Kleinau, Hamilton hearing should be phased out next

• Government and industry should

Zero for Lake Superior
require that PVC plastics be sepa-
rated from incinerator waste streams
and establish sunset timetables for

"Lake Superior, because it's far more the use of PVC in all materials
pristine and hasn't suffered the pollu-

♦ Fossil fueland nuclear power plants
tion of the lower Great Lakes, is the

_.
should be phased out and replaced

ultimate pollution prevention chal- with plants using cleaner fuels such
lenge, a place where we ought to make as natural gas and renewable energy
good on the promise of the Great sources, in combination with the
Lakes Wahl Quality Agreement to creation of strong energy conserva-
achieve zero discharge. We believe if tion programs
you can't do it on Lake Superior, then

♦ As an interim measure, all coal-burn-
where can we do it? And if we can't do QR`""pp ing power plants should be subject
it now, then when can we do it?" Tim pollutants like dioxin to the best available pollution con-
Eder,Windsor/Detroithearing 6 Canadaand the United States should trols. Coal plant mercury emissions

leadthewayin negotiatingan inter- should be drastically reduced. On-

Recommendations national treaty toeliminate thepro- tario should reestablish the energy
duction, use, and emission of efficiency programs canceled three

• Governments must reaffirm and persistent organic pollutants years ago by Ontario Hydro
fulfill their commitment under the 6 Ontarioshould reinstitute its mora- ♦ All power generators should be sub-
Great Lakes Water Quality Agree- torium on new municipal waste in- ject to emission and environmental

ment to virtual elimination and the cinerators and aggressively pursue performance standards as a condi-
philosophy ofzero dischargeoflong- producer- and consumer-targeted tion oflicensing.Energysourcesand
lived toxic substances programs to cut waste. Great Ickes the air emissions associated with
• Toxic release inventories should in- states should institute bans on new them should be independently moni-

clude waste ind nerator, sewage treat- munici pal waste incineratois tored and audited and fully dis-

ment plant, power plant and other 6 Federal, provincial, and state gov- closed to the consumer

major sources of persistent toxic ernments should provide funds and 6 Radionuclides should be considered

substances to the Great Lakes basin common standards to help munici- persistent toxic substances as de-

6 Toxic release inventory reporting palities upgrade aging sewage treat- fined in the Great Lakes Water
thresholds should be lowered to cap- ment systems to deal with long-lived Quality Agreement

ture releases of highly toxic micro- toxicsubstances

"The least expensive way to keep our water clean is to prevent pollution at its
sources. We have to plan for this to happen." —Karen Buck

livcly$m~1I investment. h~vesavcd the 
equivalent of 4,000 megawlms of 
nuclearou!pu! by the: yeu 2000.· Ziggy 
Kldnau, HamiJ,onhearing 

Zero for Lake Superior 

MLake Superior, because it 's Iilr more 
pristine and hasn't suffered the pollu­
tion of ,he lo .... 'Cr Great Lak(S, is the 
ultimate pollution prnention chal­
lenge, a placcwhcre we ought to ma~ 

good on the promise of the Great 

Lakes Wati' Quality Agreement to 
aehieve uro ditehuge. We believe if 

you Cln't do it on Lake Superior, then 
wheucan wedo it? And if we an 'I do 
i, now, [hen whcn ca.n wc do it?" Tim 
&1(1", WindsorlDetroithearing 

Recommendations 

• Governments must reaffirm and 
fulfill thdr commitment under the 
Grear Lakes Water Quality .o\grtt­
men! tovirtualdimination and the 
pbilosophyofurodisch;l.Igcoflong­
livcdtoxic:suommccs 

• Toxic release invctlmr1csshould in­
cJudewas!einancrator.~treat­
ment plam. po· ... :er plam and other 
major sourCC$ of persiStent toxic 
suastanCC5 to IheGrCllt LIkes buin 

• Toxic release inventory reponing 
thresholds should be lowm:d to cap­
ture releases of highly toxic micro-

I 

"!'. " I ;[ -.. , ,----, 
""'"","" 

pollutilnu like diox1!l 
• u.nadiiandtheUllltedStna should 

lead themyin negodatingan inter­
national treaty to eliminate the pro­

duction, ust·, and eminion of 
persistentorganicpollucants 

• Oncarioshouldreinnituteitsmora­
IOrium on new municip~lw:l5tein­

cin=llOrs and aggrcssivdy punue 
producer- and comumer-Iargered 
programs [0 cur wasrt. Greal Uikes 
mHcsshould innitule !>.Jns on ncw 
municipa.I~{eincilleralOI1 

• Ftdtral, provincial , and S[;Ite gov­
ernments should provide funds and 
common standards to help munici­
paJiriesupgradeagingsewage treat­
memsystemstodeal with long-lived 
toxksubsr.mces 

• l..ocaI govrmmenr:uhould pha5cout 
pesticide usc on publidyowned WId. 
Pri~te UK oflong-lived pcnicidc:s 
should be phased OUt next 

• Government and industry should 
rcquirc that PVC plauics be Jepa· 
ratcdfrominaneratorwasrestreams 
and cs[;lolish sunJet timetables for 
the use of PVC in all mare rials 

• FossilfUel andnuclearpowerplanu 
should ~ phased out and rcplaced 
with plantS using cleaner fuels iUch 
as nalural glU ~nd renewable energy 
source:;, in combination with the 
creation of Slrong energyconscrva· 
tion programli 

• Anninrerimrneasure,allcoal·burn· 
ing power plant5 should be subject 
to the best available pollution con­
trols. Coal plam mcrcuryemissions 
should be drastically reduced. On­
tario should reestablish the energy 
efficiency programs canceled thtct 

years ago by Ontario Hydro 
• All powergcneratofsshouldbe5ub· 

jecllO emis~ion and environment:ll 
perform~nce st;lnd:uw ~ 3 oondi· 
tionoflia:nsing. Energ)'.rourccsand 
the air emissions as!OCiateO. with 
them should be independently moni· 
rorcd and audited and fully dis­
closed to the consumer 

• Radionudidesshouldbeconsidcl'Cd 
peniuem roxie substanccs :u de· 
fined in the Great Laka Water 
Quality Agreemem 

"The leest expensive wey to keep our weter cleen is to prevent pollution et its 
sources. We heve to plan for this to heppen ." -Keren Buck 
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reas of Concern' means "The public threw themselves into the
a geographic area that RAPS with the trust that at last we had
fails to meet the Gen- found the mechanism to restore a clean

eral or Specific Objectives of the Agree- Great Lakes. Iambutoneofhundreds
meet where such failure has caused or is of people across the basin who gave
likely to cause impairment ofbenefrcial over a decade of volunteer time to
use or of the area's ability to support those plans. Eleven years later, I find
aquatic life. "Great Lakes Water Qual- myself with greatly diminished hope
ity Agreement, Annex 2 for the Great Lakes and for the legacy

"will beleaving to future generations
Great Lakes United conducted its first ofGreatIakesresidents." Sarah Miller,
round ofcitizen hearings in 1986. One Toronto hearing
ofthe primarypurposes ofthateffort was
to help bring the public into the Reme- Citizens questioned the governments'
dial Action Plans, "the proposed multi- focus on paperwork milestones, such as
stakeholder process for cleaning up the New York State's triumphal 1998 an-
forty-three Areas of Concern. At our nouncement that it had completed the
second round of hearings twelve years second of three planing stages for its six
later, citizens asked, "What has chang- Areas of Concern.
ed?"

CurtAndmon

"We are starting to consider
the RAP process a failure.
We urge the governments of
the United States and Can-
ada to prove uswrong."Carl
Huget, Green Bay hearing

"In terms of the process of
the RAPS, I would have to
saytheword'stalled' is pretty
accurate." Rod Stewart, Ca-
nadian Ministry ofEnviron-
ment, Sault Ste. Marie
hearing

"If this were true, we would now have
a comprehensive plan identifying the
remedial actions necessary to restore
the impaired uses and providing de-
tailedwork plans, schedules and bench-
marks to initiate and complete
remediation. It is our position that
after ten years of gathering data, we
have still not answered the basic ques-
tions."Chris Walbrecht, Buffalo hear-

Contaminated sediments

In everyArea of Concern, contaminated
sedimentsarea source ofcontinuingtoxic
pollution. Speakers expressed concern
that current cleanup practices are not

working. They insisted that
cleanup meanspermanentiso-
lation oftoxins from the liv-
ingenvironment foreventual
destruction.

"More than 90,000 pounds
ofPCBs from past discharg-
ers linger in the Fox River
sediments. More than rwice
that amount has already
moved into Green Bay,
where it is virtually impos-
sible to recover. Every year
we wait on cleanup means

"More than 90,000 pounds of PCBs from past dischargers linger in the Fox River
sediments." —James Hodgson

" 'A rtllJ ,!C,lUn7I' mralll "'fhepubliclhrewthC'msell'e$ inro thco "If thi~ were true, ..... e would now h~vc 
"grographic Ilrol Ih4f RAPs with dll: trus t that all;!.S( Y>'C: had :l comprehensive plan idcmifying the 
foils If} ",ra tM Grn- foundmcmechanismloreslorc:aciean remedial 1I.I:tiom nc~ry [0 (otore 

""' {If Sprcific Objrctilltf oflht AgrtC'- Great ukes. 1 am bUI oneofhundreds Ihe impaired uses l nd providing de­
mmt WMrt such foilMrrhDs flZUJI!d or is of people across th~ b~in who gave tailed workplanl,schedultsand bench­
IiktlyuHlllmimpairmmtofbnrquial over 11. decadt of VOIUfltC'U ume: to ma rks to initiatc: and com ple te 
" $I' or oftiu IJl't'II~ ability t(} ruppflti those plant. Eleven years laler, I find remedi:l.l ion. II is nur ~irion ThaI 
fUJ lUl.M lift. "Gmd L:tltn W4ln QUIII- myself with grr:atly diminished hope after len }'drs of gathering data, we 

il] Agrumtnt. A",ltx 2 for Ihe Grr:al Lakes and for the [ega')' have nill nO! aruwe:rtd Ihe: b1Uic que5-
. wc:will bclt:1lvingtQ futuregt:nerations tions_ M Ch ris WaJbrecht, Buffa lQ hear-

Gmll Ltkn Untttd ((J1Idu~ It1 fint ofGrra tLakores idents," SarahMillc:r, ing 

:;;:'%::::;:;:;:~:~~:~C: Torontohearing 

tDhtilbringthtpublitiIlNtht7(nnt- CititmS qunn"rmtd tm govmrmmtJ' Contaminated sediments 
dilll Actitm Pfam, ~ tht propOStti mum'- fonn on p.apmvorlt milmonts, rwh tiS 

stAktholdtr proem for ckilning up thi NlW York SUit/I ~umphll/ 1998 1171- In ~Art"d ofConctnt, (()ntdminarM 
flrty-thru Artd'S of C:Cnctnl. At (Jur nounctmmt rhdt It ,hlld cDmpfnt~ t": stdimmtStlrt"a JlJurrtoj(onnnuingroxic 
Ittond :o,und 0/ hlll~ngs twl'1Vl' }(tlrJ sUMd III thrll' pldntng sragll for III SIX poll", tion. Sptakm etpmfld lOne"1I 
i4~, rIllUtlS.:ukl'fi, What htzs chant- Art'.:uofConrt'r'7l. !"fIt cr~"mt ckanup pntcticlS Ilrt' not 

fd? c ..... A"""- working, Thry inristtd that 
"Wc: areS1aningtocoruider dtllnupmtal1Sptmummtir6--
the RAP proa:u ~ f:ti lure ~ti(l" tI/toxin/from the liv-
We urge thegovc:rnmcm50f jntl'lIIi.-IJ"mffltforN(ntlUli 

the Unite:d S11Iteli and Can- Mtnluitlll, 
ada 10 provell5wrong. "Carl 
H uget, Gtl'en B~y hearing 

~ I n term, of lhe p roces, of 
the: RAPs, I would have to 
say theword 'mJlcd' is prtt ry 
accur.l1e:. ~ Rod Stewart, Ca­
nadi an MinimyofEnviron+ 
ment, Sault $te, Marie 

hearing 

"More: than 90 ,000 poundl 
ofI>CBs from p:l.5l d iicharg­
cn linger in the FOl Rivcr 
scdimcnu, Morethan twice 

Ihal amoum has already 
moved itllQ Green Bay, 
where it is virtually impos­
sib le to recover. Every year 
WI' WlI1 I on cleanup means 

"More than 90,000 pounds of PCBs from past dischargers linger in the Fax River 
sediments." -James Hodgson 



Great Lakes toxic contamination

What Has Changed in 12 Years?
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—1987— —1999-
42 Great Lakes toxic hotspots 42 Great Lakes toxic hotspots

Very little
One hotspot has been cleaned up--Canada's Collingwood Harbour, Ontario

One hotspot has been added—Presque Isle Bay at Erie, Pennsylvania

more PCBs lost to the bay." James ganisms that live in Great Lakes sedi- they're going to leave anyhow. These
Hodgson, Green Bay hearing menis—the building blocks toaquatic are old mills. They are building new

"Sometimes multistakeholder groups 
life. Simply covering them with clean mills all over the planet so we had

font[ionbestasadelaytacticforindus- 
sediment is akin to sweeping the prob- better get them to clean up their mess

try." Robin McClellan, Buffalo hear- 
lern under the rug." Lee Botts, Gary now or they're gone. "Curt Anderson,

ing
hearing Green Bay hearing

"The argument for natural attenua- 
Mills are telling people in the Upper "We have not made quick enough

tion, the process of clean sediment 
Fox we should let PCBs attenuate... progress onwell documented contami-

being allowed to cover contaminated 
Big companies like to privatize profits nated sediment removal and treatment.

sediment, has at least two major pit- 
and socialize losses. In bad economic Canada needs a'Superfund'to address

falls. First, it does nothing to reduce 
times industry abandons communi- this issue without all the obstacles in-

immediate health threats to the public 
ties, taking jobs but leaving behind volved in trying to get federal/provin-

and the environment. Second, it does 
their wastes. All of these mills arc say- cial/industrial/municipalcoordinated

not recognize the need for healthy or- 
ing,'Superfund and we leave.' Hey, efforts. Efforts todateareverydiscour-

"All the mills are saying, 'Superfund and we leave.' Hey, they're going to leave
anyhow." —Curt Anderson
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Grellt Lakes toxic contaminatiOll 

What Has Changed in 12 Years? 

- 1987- -1999-
42 Great Lakes toxic hotspots 42 Great Lakes toxic hotspots 

Very little 
One hotspot has been cleaned up-Canada's Col1jngwood Harbour, Ontario 

O lle hotspot has been added-Presque Isle Bay at Eric, Pennsylvania 

more PCBs lost to the;: b.y.ft ]amc5 

Hodgson, Grecn Bay hearing 

~Sometimcs multistakeholder groups 
function bestas a delay l1I.oicfor indU!i­
try.ft Robin McClellan, Buffilo hcar-
ing 

MThc ugument for natural attenua­
lion, the procen of clean sediment 
being allowed 10 eov("t contaminated 
sediment, has at least twO major pit­
lialls. First, it doc.li nothing to rNuce 
immediate hr.llth thrnts (0 the public 
and the envi ronment. Second, it does 
nOt rccognitt the neal for healthyor~ 

v"isnu that live in Great Lakes sedi­
menu-the buildingbloclu 10 ~qwtic 

life. Simply covering them with clean 
sedimenti! akin toswccpinglheprob­
lem under the rug. M Lee BotlS, Guy 
hori", 

MMilharc-td li ng people in the Upper 

Fox we should lct PCBs ~t!enuale . 
Big companiC5like (0 pri\,::l.Iize profits 
and socialiu IOMes. In bad economic 
limes indunl)' ~bandon$ communi­

tiC5, laking jQI» but le.llVing behind 
Ihcirwa.slCS. All ofrhcse mills:ue say­
ing, 'Superfund and ~ leave.' Hcy, 

they're going to lave anyhow. These 
are old mills. They ~re building new 
mills :liJ over the pJ~net so we had 
bener get them [0 clean up their mess 
nCNIorthcy're gone. ~ CUrt Ander50n, 
Glttn Bay hearing 

· We have nOI made quick enough 

progress on wdl documented contami­
l1:ltedSftiiment remov:dand tte:ltmem. 
Canada n~a 'Superfund' toaddrcu 
this i$$ue without aJlthe obsraclcs in­
vclved in trying to gCt fedcral/pravin­
ciaJl industti:&!/municipal coordinated 
efron!. Effomlod,nean::verydiSWIJr-

"All the mills are saying, 'Superfund and we leave.' Hey, they're going to leave 
anyhow." - Curt Anderson 



aging. In-situ treatment
isn't working. One area
already dredged has been
recontaminated. The
most serious area hasn't
been touched signifi-
cantly at all." G. K.
Rodgers, Hamilton hear-
ing

"We cannot afford to
simply displace persis-
tent organic pollutants
during the remediation
of Great Lakes basin in-
active hazardous waste s_a"m
sites and during the de-
contamination ofwater bodies such as
those included in the Areas of Con-
cern These contaminants must be

145 million tonnes ofradioactive waste
on, also called ̀ tailings "

"The Serpent River basin is the largestisolated from the aquatic community 
and treated, not contained, to guard 

source of radium in the Great Lakes.

against continuing impacts....Inhala- 
Studies show that levels of radium 226

tion of PCBs is far more damaging 
to animals [there] is ten times those

than previously believed." Ron 
outside the basin. Five of the contami-

Scrudato, Buffalo hearing 
nated tailings areas have been decom-
missioned by what local citizens call a
'flood and flee management approach.'

Radionuclides Under this scenario tailings are con-
tained with a shallow cover of water.

The waste created by the extraction, use Citizens object to this method as inad-
and disposal of radioactive materials equate. Decreases in precipitation could
remains highly toxic for up to billions of potentially re-expose radioactivity in
years. Uranium has been mined in the the future. Worse yet, other manage-
Great Lakes basin for fifty years to feed ment areas are following this lead and
nuclear industries. Twelve active and the North Shore ofLake Huron i's now
inactive uranium minesarefoundinthe under consideration as a repository for
Serpent River basin, on the north shore high-level nuclear fuel waste. " Brennain
of Lake Huron. The mines lef behind Lloyd, Sault Ste. Marie hearing

In Port Hope citizens are
fighn'ngcontinuousradio-
active discharge from
waste buried in caverns
near a Lake Ontario
beach.

"Uranium 238 has a half-
life ofabout four billion
years and we consider
this pollution that has
gone into our lake as
permanent. In 1983 the
government licensed a
newmega-facilityon the
lake to handle thewaste.
[Fighting] this has chew-

ed up my life. I'm getting nowhere."
Pat Lawson, Toronto hearing

"I believe no one has mentioned the
trouble we have had with the nuclear
dry cask storage on the shores of Lake
Michigan. We've always thought that
theywere cheap, badlydesigned casks,
unproven, badly located and badly pro-
tected. Now that they are there, they
will be there for generations." Vicky
Mayer, Green Bay hearing

"The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has now decided that it will issue
a special set of standards for the West
Valley [nuclearwaste] site. Some of us
are concerned that the NRC will issue
decommissioning standards for West
Valley that are less protective than the
standards they issued last year for the
rest of the country. If this happens, it
would mean that West Valley and

"Studies show that levels of radium 226 in animals in the Serpent River Basin
is ten times those outside the basin." —Brennain Lloyd

~ng. In-situ tre~tmcm 
isn't working. Oncaru 
already dredged has been 
recontaminated. The 
moS[ serious arc-a hasn't 
been rouc.hed signifi­
andy:u all. w G. K. 
Rodgers, Hamilton hear-
ing 

UWe cannO! afford 10 

simply displ:.!CC' persis­
tent orv nic pol1ul:.!nls 
during the remedj~tion 
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and trC2tcd, not contained, to guard 
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tion of PCBs is far morc damaging 
than previously bc:licve:d.~ Ron 
Scrudato, Buffalo hearing 

Radionuclides 
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is ten times those outside the basin." -Brennain lloyd 



downstream locations such
as Buffalo, Lake Erie, and
Lake Ontario, are getting less
protection from future ra-
dioactive pollution than the
rest of the country has been
given." Ray Vaughan, Buf-
falo hearing

Recommendations
• The governments should

implement the recom-
mendatiot;,by the Inter-
national Joint Commis-
sion that "The political
will should be found and
Financial resources allocat-
ed to dredge and remove
contaminated sediments" 

RdSt-n
♦ Governmepts should sup-

port research and demonstration
projects for permanent alternatives
to incineration, land spreading or

burial of hazardous wastes, includ-
ing volume reduction technologies
to reduce decontamination costs,

the use of retrievablestor-
age facilities on industrial
property until safe destruc-
tion can be assured, and
technologies for complete
destruction of hazardous
waste stockpiles with no

• Govemmentsshouldfund
Remedial Action Plan
PublicAdvisoryCommit-
tees to involve citizens in
all cleanup implementa-
tion decisions until final
goals are met in the Areas
of Concern

1 The International Joint
Commission should rec-
ommend that the federal
governments designate the
Serpent River basin as an

Area of Concern. The Canadian fed-
eral government should develop and
fully fund a cleanup plan for the area.

"These contaminants must be isolated from the aquatic community and treated,
not contained, to guard against continuing impacts." —Ron Scrudato
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the part two years, threatsto -

to Great Lakes water qu 
qu 
an

tity from proposals to di-
vert, export, privatize and otherwise
intensify withdrawals ofwater fiom the
basin have proliferated in Ontario and
in Great Lakes states.

"The Great Lakes are 20 percent ofthe
world's freshwater. The volume is 550
cubic miles. Where does it come from?
It doesn't come from large rivers that
feed into the basin ... itdoesn'tcome
from any big fresh water springs .. .
only 1 percent is renewedeveryyear ...
approximately the top thirty inches
... The other 99 percent was depos-
ited hereby the glaciers that formed the
lakes twenty thousand years ago. So
whatwe see out therein waterquantity
is what we've got. There is no more.
Its not being made again ... it's essen-
tially a closed system, which makes it
very fragile." Wally Bock, Chicago hear-
ing

"I would like to urge the International
Joint Commission, the governments
of the United States and Canada, and
state and provincial governments bor-
dering the Great Lakes to address the
issue ofwater diversion. Last summer,
a plan was proposed that would have
allowed the export ofwater from Lake
Superior to Asia. Although the amount

ofwater proposed for export was small
relative to the volume of Lakes Supe-
rior, the precedent that could beset by
allowing anywater exports is a serious
concern.... Lake Superior is an inter-
national resource, and we must act as
responsible custodians of that resource.
We should not give it away." John
Rebers, Duluth hearing

"Over the past two years, the Canadian
side of the Great Lakes has seen an
explosion of interest in privatizing pub-
lic water resources. There has been a
proliferation ofpublic-private partner-

Sarah Miller

ships for the operation, building and
management of drinking water and
wastewater plants, and infrastructure.
Groundwater in the basin is being de-
pleted by intensified bottling opera-
tions. Proposals to export Great Lakes
water in bulk by oceangoing tanker
threaten to set trade precedents ... It is
no coincidence that all this activity is
occurring here in Ontario. It is the lack
ofenvironmental controls and regula-
tionswhich is making this province the
door to exploiting the waters of the
Great Lakes for private profit." Sarah
Miller, Toronto hearing

"I wish to remind you that theAral Sea
in Russia was a lake larger than Lake
Superior. It took only ten years for this
huge lake to be reduced to a puddle
through irrigation usage. Now it is
gone." Karey Shinn, Toronto hearing

"I am really concerned about the per-
mit that was issued by the Ontario
Ministry of the Environment to allow
the exportofLake Superiorwater to an
Ontario company.... I don't even
understand how the ministry had the
statutory authority to issue a permit
like that in the first place.... This
kind of a permit needs to really be
looked at and be taken seriously right
now because it's just the tip of the
iceberg. Even if one of those permits

"It took only ten years for Russia's huge Aral Sea to be reduced to a puddle
through irrigation usage." —Korey Shinn
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through irrigation usage. Now it is 
gone.~ K.uey Shinn, T monto he;lIing 

"I am reaUyconcerned ~bou r me per­
mi t thOit was issued by the Ontario 
Mini5tryof the EnvironmenT to ~Ilow 
the aport ofla kc Supenorwarcr to an 
Ontario company.. . I don't even 
understand how the min i~lry had the 

statutory authoriry 10 issue a pt"rmi! 
like t h~t in the first place ... Thi~ 
kind of a pc'rmit needs to really be 
looked al alld be r-.tken .seriously right 
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Icebc:rg. E.ven if one of those permiLS 

"It took only ten years for Russia 's huge Arol Sea to be reduced to a puddle 
through irrigotion usoge." -Korey Shinn 



were to pass, it could have NAFTA this time a location around Pickering
implications, itcouldhaveall kindsof called Frenchman's Bay is being inves-
international ramifications." Gayle tigated for the intake pipe. This water
Coyer, Duluth hearing arrives at Frenchman's Bay after pass-

"My clear understanding is that the
ingbyasewage treatment plantoutfall

federal government will not permit
pipe, then the Pickering nuclear sta-

[the export water] to happen. It's
tion. This highly polluted water is to

made itself clear in a number of press
beshippedupinyetanothcrbigpipc...

releases. I have communicated that at a
to be chlorinated and put into the

Standing Committee Hearing here in
aquifer. It is impossible to imagine a

Sault Ste. Marie a number of months
more expensive system to buildand to

ago, that this was just not to
operate... and with such disregard for

going
happen. The federal government has

the environment." Debra Kyles, Tor-

jurisdiction over the Great Lakes and
ontohearing

would be a necessary parry to any per-
mit issued to allow the export of that
resource. I don't know how much

Reeommendatjons

more emphatic I can be. It's just not Br--Crag
♦ Canada and the United States should

goingto happen." Carmen Propensano,
Member of Parliament, Sault Ste. 

mentally significant Oak Ridge Mo-
develop an enforcable treaty pre-
venting bulk export of water from

Marie hearing 
raine and the headwaters to several the Great Lakes basin
important rivers that flow into the 6 Canada and the United States need

"We have thesame thing that is about Great Lakes basin [and into] big pipe stronger federal policies on water
to happen in northern Wisconsin. It sewer technology... The precious diversions, groundwater diversions,
started with the Exxon company, but aquifers that supply pure drinkingwa- and water use conservation
they bowedout becausewe made things ter to tens of thousands of people are 6 Federal, provincial, state and local
a little hot for them. Rio Algom still being drained and sent to Lake Ontario governments should engage altcrna-
intends to take water from the Wolf via the sewer pipe ... Plans to drain tives to "big pipe" sewerage infra-
River and then contaminate it and the aquifers through big sewer pipes structure by supporting small-scale,
then ... pump it out of this system and conversely considerations ofpump- up-to-date technology to meet iden-
over to the Mississippi. This has to be ing Lake Ontario water directly back tified sewage needs
stopped." Robert Schmitz, Green Bay into the pure aquifers must be vigor- 6 Federal, provincial, state and espe-
hearing ously opposed. Small-scale sewage al- ciallylocal governments needto cre-

"King Township is sometimes known 
ternativeswill return groundwater close ate and implement stronger policies

as a rural and environmental jewel just 
to source and a sizable portion of this for protectinglocalgroundwaterand

to the north of Toronto and at other 
,,aterwill return to replenish aquifers." aquifers that supply high-quality
J. Bruce Craig, Toronto hearing

times as the new frontier for growing drinking drinkin waterwater

sprawl in the greater Toronto "York region is planning to ship water
area. It is also home to the environ- up to its area from Lake Ontario ...At

"It is the lack of environmental controls and regulations which is making this
province the door to exploiting the waters of the Great lakes for private
profit."—Sarah Miller

Gr—rakn Un:rrJ Hea»ag, R.po.r 3'.
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Recommenda~ons 

• CanadaandmeUnirtdStarashould 
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divenions, groundwarerdivasions, 
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• Federal, provincial. State and local 
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forprotcetingloaJ groundw.ucrand 
aquifers that supply high-quality 
drinkingwater 

"It is the lack of environmental controls and regulations which is making this 
province the door to exploi/ing the waters of the Great 'Lakes for private' 
profit."-Sarah Miller 



(( heabilityofgovernments Great Lakes Water Lakes Water Quality Agreement in
at all levels to deliver... response to the visible effects of pollu-
isbeingstrerradandpro_ Quality Agreement Lion throughout the basin. Renewed in

grams to restore and protect the Great 1978 and 1987, the Agreement has
Lakes have drastically slowed or halted, Many of the more than three hundred provided the basis for significant ad-
especially initiativesfarAreasofConcern speakers who testified at the hearings vancements in pollution prevention
and those directed toward persistent addressed the upcoming review and po- and control in both countries and has
toxic substances. " International Joint tential renegotiation ofthe Great Lakes been updated to include issues such as
Commission, Ninth Biennial Report, Water Quality Agreement. Without ex- persistent toxic substances.... The
1998 ception, they called for implementation, Agreement is sound, effective and flex-

"The Canadian Institute for Environ-
not renegotiation of the Agreement. ible. Further review and renegotiation

mental Law and Policy has been chart- "Twenty-six years ago, the govern- are not necessary, and that is the posi-

ing in detail what has changed, and ments of Canada and the United States tion of the International Joint Com-

most of it is likely to have negative had the foresight to sign the first Great mission." Dr. Peter Orris, Chicago

impacts on water quality in Ontario, hearing

includingthe quality oftheGreatwater q ry
a""'R"e

"This tool, the Great Lakes Water
Lakes. Changes over the past three Quality Agreement, represents the best
years include eliminating beach cleanup thinking of an entire generation of
and restoration funds; the termination

t activists, citizens, scientists, open-
of drinking water testing programs; minded agency people and politicians
eliminating funds for Great Lakes who actually listened to their constitu-
cleanup; reducing Great Lakes science encies ... It is a philosophical bench-
research capacity; reduced oversight of
septic

f mark, a shift in approach away from
systems; elevating the permis-

sible levels for some facilities; termi-
the chemical-by-chemical approach that
hadn't managed to protect the resource,

nating the ban on incineration; and
large

to an ecosystem approach that sought
approval of water takings with
minimal review of impact." Anne

to actually preserve those frail systems."
Sue Mihalyi, Buffalo hearing

Mitchell, Toronto hearing
_ "The Agreement is a wonderful docu-

men t as it is. We strongly support it in
its current condition and want it to be
reauthorized. We are concerned that it
not be opened for negotiation at the

"The Agreement is sound, effective and flexible. Further review and
renegotiation are not necessary, and that is the position of the International
Joint Commission." —Peter Orris
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Mitchell, Toronto hearing 
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hearing 
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renegotiation ore not necessary, and that is the position of the International 
Joint Commission." -Peter Orris 



time because ofobvious prob-
lems with our political cli-
mate." Rebecca Katers, Green
Bayhearing

"The number one message I
want to send today is that the
Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement—specifically its
focus on the virtual elimina-
tion and zero discharge ofper-
sistent toxic substances—
should not be renegotiated or
changed in anyway. Rather, it
needs to be implemented."
Jack Layton, Toronto hearing

health and environmental
communities are really con-
cerned, trying to push the gov-
ernment back the other way.
The more you deregulate, you
can do it in a year and undo
whathas taken ten or fifteen
years to put in place and it
would take another ten or fif-
teen years to put it back. We
just can'twait that long." Brian
Stocks, Windsor/Detroit hear-
ing

"Changes towater permitting
in Wisconsin and other Great
t..i.e ..i:_

"We have seen governments S_M✓,aAa
cutting back in their environ- 

ing the pollution of water
evels of

mental programs andwe've seen inter- willforimplemertirgrhefarreeingpoli- bodies as long as minimum lhrough

national trade agreements such as ties outlined in the Agreement it lack- 
wasteloa lityar 

allocations 
Indus ries 

have
NAFTA overriding efforts to protect ing, that instead of stepping up to the 

`reload allocations industries have

human health and our environment. challenges of the twenty-first century, the right to pollute water bodies up to
In that context, I'm veryworried about ourpolitical Leaders are retreating, and 

acertain level, including persistenttoxic

the Great Lakes WaterQuaGtyAgree- that the fragile rtructures for ecosystem 
chemicals. The permitting does not

ment being reviewed. Since itwas signed protection developed over the past take into 
account the bioaccumulation

in 1972 it has been strengthened in twenty-five years are being weakened or 
°£persistent substances. The Fox River

1978 and 1987. But what will happen destroyed. 
in Green Bay is the number one pol-

this year?" Jan Schakowsky, 
Chicagoluted body inthestate and Great Lakes

hearing 
'Our experience has always been ifwe basin. Over 1,484,000 pounds oftoxic

rely on goodwill to solve health and chemicals are released into the area
"With the political climate of today safety issues it is not going to happen. every year—this is now institutional-
perhaps the Agreement is better left It requires enforcement, legislation, ized under permits of zones of initial
alone; we have seen attacks on other regulation, and government action." discharge. Great Lakes rivers are being
environmental regulations."JudyPratt- Nick DeCarlo, CanadianAutoworkers, used as dilution zones." Rebecca Katers,
S helley, D ul u th h ear i ng Toronto hearing Green Bay hearing

"We are not convinced at this point "The Great Lakes Initiative was look-

Weakening Regulations that Ontario is doing a good job of ing at higher water quality standards to
pollution reduction. We've adopted a protect the Great Lakes. The U.S.

Citizens widely believe that thepolitical more deregulatory approach and the Environmental Protection Agency is-

"With today's political climate perhaps the Agreement is better left alone; we
have seen attacks on other environmental regulations." —Judy Pratt-Shelley
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l1auonal trade agreemcnu such as firs out/bltd in thr A,rrmntnr il &clr- w:at~quall[yan:nwnllllJhed. Through 
NAFT A overriding e/forts to protect ing. thAt imullti IJf IUfPing up IIJ ,lJr W»tdo~d allootions industries have 
human health and our cnvironment. ehllllr"lrJ of thr lJJCnry-firJt (t11tury. the right to pollutc Wl1ter bodies up to 

In th..uwnlOCl.l·m vayworriedabout our plJ(jtirill klldm Ilrt' rrtrrllnnr,. II"d ~cert:lin level. indudin~~nistcnttoxic 
IheGreall.Jke5 WaterQualiry Agrcc- t},IIllh, ft4f/k !trfI.-turrs for rffJSytrrm chcmicals. Thc pcnnunng does not 
lI1entbcing~td.Sinct:itw:t5$igntd prrmerion drurlopt'd ollrr rh( past t:akeintOalXOunlthebiD~,eumuiation 
in 1972 it has bcc-n mengrhened in twrnl]-fiVt'~/JrJ .. rtbringUlrll*tnrtilJr ofpc:rsi.stcnl5ubstanccs.TheFoxRivo-
1978:tnd 1987. But what will happcn tintrvpd. in Grec.n Bay i.s t.he number one pol. 
this yClIr?~ Jan Sdukowtky. Chicago lutcdbodyinthe~l:tteandGrn.tLaka 

hearing ~yU~~:7uht:~7:;h:~i~:: :i~'i~r:t~~4~~~~~~~:~:~ 
-With the political climate of today 5:lfety i,pues it i.s not going to happen. every rar-this is flOW insrinnional· 
pcrh:tps the Agreement is bener left It requires cnforcement. legislation. iud undet permiu of wnes of initial 
:uone; we: holve sc:cn an:tck.s on other regulation. and ~rnmc:nt action.~ discharge.GrcnLakesrivcrsarebcing 
environmental ~lacions. ~ 1udyPr.ut- Nick DeCarlo. CanadumAumworkcts, uscdasdiIUltonwncs." Rcbc:ccaKatrn, 
Shdlcy.Ouluthhe:tring Toron to hearing Green Bayhearing 

~Wc arc not convinced:tt this point "The Great Lakes Initiacivewas look· 

Weakening Regulations that Onluio i.s doing II good job of ing:tthishcrw,uccqualif)'srandudHo 
pulludoctreduC1 ion.W~'yead0l'tala pror~t dIe Gn::al Laka. The U.S. 

Citiunlwidrry hrlirvr ,h,1t :hrplJlitlt:.:..-i more dcrcgul:tlOl)' approach and the Environmental Protcction Agency is-

"With todoy 's politico I climote perhops the Agreement is better left alone; we 
have seen ottacks on other environmentol regulations." -Judy Prott-Shelley 



sued"the Guidance" setting downstan- down to lower levels of government,
dards the states would be expected to who in turn dump it onto the public to
follow in setting their own water qual- the point where many of the so-called
itystandards thatwould be used mainly regulatory agencies basically say to the
to govern water pollution permits ... public, 'Here's a pile of data, I hope
But the Illinois Environmental Protec- you can do something with it, figure
tion Agency wrote the monitoring rules out what it means, our job is done.'"
in such away that there are going to be Barry Boyer, Buffalo hearing
only 750 chemicals with tests for them ''`

£

"The general devolution of respoout of the 50,000 or so that should be
bility 
forth

environmental issues to the
e

regulated under.. , creative
draftsmanship, 

theyey 
deregulated po- provinces means provinces have the

tentially thousands of chemicals."
option to do nothing. For example,

SAlbert Ettinger, Chicago hearing the HarmonizationAgreement signed

"We must reverse the policy that as- 
,r 9

by the federal minister of the environ-
ment and her provincial counterparts

sumes that chemicals are innocent un- i allows the federal government to opt
til proven guilty." Regina Fidele, out oftaking any leadership role in the
Buffalo hearing 

AanE.- .g- Great Lakes Water Quality Agree-

"Indiana has had a rule on the books ment." Jack Layton, Toronto hearing

that said there should be no mixing Jim Sweeney, Gary hearing "Bill 107 downloads to municipalities
zones in lakes, so that polluters have to 

"But to better protect all :he Greatmeetwater quality standards at the end
the responsibility for 230 water and
sewer plants now owned and operatedLakes we need to complement theof the discharge pipe. But Indiana has 

chemical wader criteria with
by the province.... Cash-strapped

turn qualityack on its sensible
of physical and biologi-Ouresateblegislature s buckled 

ities forced to sell
munrfacallities highest

underdevelopment
cal criteria aaswellasnumericsediment

these oche bidder."
pressure fromAmoco Corporation and

criteria, nonpoint source reductio❑ Dominic Agostino, Member of Pro-
ordered the Department of Environ-P pol ciesand strategies, a binational at-

vrncial Parliament, Toronto hearing
mental Management to Amoco 

tack an air deposition, and a commit-toand other companies to dilute their 
ment-ost in or pollutionwastes in Lake Michigan water before °pp g g Downsizing

meeting water quality standards." Rae 
at the source instead of continuing to

Schnapp, Gary hearing rely- an limicng it at the end of the "The Harris government has so re-
pipe." Charlotte Read. Gary hearing

"Regulators
duced the number of inspectors and

cannerputtheirbottlesor
inspectionsthateffectivecontrolemis-jars directly to the pipe. They have to

keep bottles 300 to 500 feetaway.You Devolution sions oforganochlorines into theGreat

have got to be kidding me. People just
Lakes from the Canadian side is now

do not know this. We shouldn't settle "We've seen incredible devolution, the
badly compromised. It is not enough

mcvemen-. re dump responsibility foranything less than zero discharge." P onsibili P ty
to comfortably assure us that Lake
Ontario is a very deep and that it does

""We must reverse the policy that assumes that chemicals are innocent until
proven guilty." —Regina Fidele

5Ut"d "the: Guidance:" seuing downU2n­
dards the ltates would be expected 10 

foUwill5ellingtheirownwaluqual­
itySWldard:!ith..lwouldbc:used mainly 

10 govern waler pollulion permits . 
BUI the: Illinois Emironmcntal Prolt<:­
cion Agency wrore the: moniroringruks 

~:~~~~::~~h:~;:~~:~::e: ~'~\~~~"'1:I:1' 
outoflhc:50,OOOorso that should be: 
rc:gul:Hed under Gli ... by Cl'CIIti~ 
drammanship, Ihey deregulated p0-

tentially thousands of chemicals.· 
Albert Emnger,Chiago blearing 

"We: must reverse the policy thai as­

sumes rhatchcmlcalsarc innoccm un-

~~J:I:v~~r~nu~lty. ~ Regina Fidelc, a-o .... _"-_...J 

~lndianOi. hOlS h~d a rule on ,he books 
(luI said there should be no mixing 
zone::; In lakcs,so thac pollllcerslu.ve 10 

meet wner qUlllity stOl.ndards a[ the end 
of the: disch;lTge pipe. But Indiana has 
luint"d its hack on this sensible policy. 
OUf SI:W: lq;islaturl' buck.ld under 
plT:S5ure from Amoco Corporation and 
ordcrtd Ihl!' l)(opanmcnr of Environ­
mClual Managt:menlto allow Amoco 
lind olher compllnies to dilute their 
WllStCll in l...!.kc:Michi83'" watnbefore 
[fleeLing waLcrquOility standards. ~ Rae 
Schnapp. Gary hearing 

~ RJ:gulalorscannOi putlhcd rboulcsor 
jns dircclly 10 thcpipe. They have ro 
keep bottlts300lo 500 fec-taway. You 
have gOI 10 be kidding me. People jlUt 

do not know mi3 . We shouldn't settle 
for anything less th~n tcrodischargc.~ 

Jim Sweeney, Gary hearing 

~ BUI {o) ~ltl!'r prolect all ::he GJI!'a! 
J..ak.es we nCl!'d to complancm the 
dlcmical Wolle- qtu..lilY CriU;:ri1 with 
dcv:lopmcslt of physial and biologi­
al crircriaaswell as numcrics$menr 
crit:ria_ nonpoint source reduction 
pol..ciesand5lr.ll[~cs, a binlticnal al­
tack on lir~posirion, and I commit­
ment:oSloppiogotreducingpoUution 
at tbe SOUF..c instead of continuing 10 
rei)· 00 limil:ng il ar Ihe cnd of the 
pipe.~ Owtone Read, Guy horing 

Devolu~ i o n 

down 10 1ov."('1 levels of government, 
who in rum dumpitontothl!' puhlic [0 

the point where many orthe ro-<aIll't!. 
rC(lulatoryagcncies basiallysayro the 
public. 'Here's a pile of data, I hope 
you can do something with it, figu~ 
OUI what il means. our job ili dOlle.'~ 

Bury Boyer, Buffalo hearing 

"Thl!' general devolution of responsi­
bility for cnvironmenw 1.uu<:$ 10 thl: 
provinces meam provinca have the 
option 10 do nothing. For example, 
theHarmoniutionAglctmentsigned 
byrne frdera.1 minister of the environ­
menl and her provincial counterparts 
allows me federal governmenl to opt: 
outof t:lkingany Ic:.tdership role in the 
Great Lakes Water Quality Agree­
mem: Jack Layton, Toronto hearing 

~BiIlI07 downloadstomunicipa1itics 
the responsibility for 230 waler and 
sewcr plants now owned and operaled 
by the province .... Cash-nrappC'd 
municipalities may be forced 10 sdl off 
these facililic>li 10 the highest biddl!'l".~ 
Dominic Agnsrino, Member of Pro­
vincial Parliament, Toronlo hearing 

Downsizing 

~The Harris government has so re­
ductd the number of inspc:aors and 
inspection.! thai dfeaiveconoolcmu.. 
sionsof organochlorines into thl'Crcat 
Lakl's from the Canadian side u. flOW 

""We must reverse the policy thot ossumes that chemicals are innocent until 
proven guilty." -Regina Fidele 



not matter if the pol-
tom." sink to the bot- ~, 1 `^I Q TEK A'O .
tom." Joan Kent- { IN, V V / ~
Young, Toronto hear-
ing 
 

GREAT LAKES
"At our [St. Mary's 1
River] binational pub- U
lic advisory committee
meetingon Wednesday
we were told that staff
had been cut at the at
the Lake Superior Pro-
grams Office in Thun-
der Bay ... We are not t4, Fina00"I Lkaoi lW-gpm L• M44. W-dia u A&Ham& 0"jdMifie&4 Jim Mahan, rim FLn

being funded to collect 
been estimated at around 700 state- and obligations or to fine those viola-

data and monitor the Great Lakes. 
wide, operatingwith requirements that tors with a long history of compliance

What we really need now is to fully 
existedbefore1990.Manyareformajor failures. For approximately twenty

articulate to the governments ofCanada 
industries discharging into basin wa- years, lack ofenforcement and lenient

and the United States that we need to 
ters. Only a handful of permits for permit compliance schedules on the

My fund the agencies and programs major dischargers has been issued in- part of all regulators has transformed
that are vital to our management ofthe 

corporating the criteria and standards the National Pollutant Discharge
Great Lakes." William Bowerman, 

set in 1990. To our knowledge, no Elimination System permits from a
Sault Ste. Marie hearing 

major permit has been issued reflecting device to limit pollution into a permit
"M called anemetgenrypollutionnum- the [1997] GLI requirements." to pollute." Russell LaBarge, Windsor/
ber about a spill in my area and it was Charlotte Read, Gary hearing Detroithearing
closed because the governor[ofMichi- 

"Many oflake St. Clair's recent prob- "In the face of mass noncompliance,
gan] was saving money. "Elaine Curtis, 

lems could have been avo ided or mi ni- polluters are not charged a fee forthe
Gary hearing 

rnized had existing laws been enforced. privilege to pollute our waters... In-
"Governments are becomingrnore and Because the EPA has delegated its en- spections are down by 40 percent ...
more uninterested in the environ- forcement authority to the state, the Between 1992 and 1996 enforcement
ment ... Knowledge of the health of Michigan Department ofEnvironmen- actions dropped by 66 percent ... By
the Beluga in the St. Lawrence River is tal Quality has the major enforcement the Department of Environmental
now uncertain. There is no 1998 data obligation. The number of monitor- Quality's own admission we face a
because there is no money to analyze ing stations has been reduced by more water quality monitoring shortfall of
and research" Dr. Pierre 136and, Mon- than 70 percent, thus decreasing the $2.7 million." Dan Farough, Wind-
tr6lhearing information base. The federal, state sor/Detroit hearing

"The backlog of expired permits has 
and local governments have failed to
enforce environmental laws, permits

"The number of Michigan monitoring stations has been reduced by more than
70 percent." —Russell LaBarge

not marter if the pol. 
lur.uusJinkto the bat· 
rom .- Joan Kent­
Young. Toronto hat­
ing 

"At our [St. Mary's 
Rlvtrl binational pub-­
lic advisory committee 
meetingon Wednesday 
we were told that suff 
had been cut at the at 
the Lake Superior Pro­
grams Office in Thun· 
derBay,., Wearenol DtlnFtroottlo-'.DtfrciI~,.,.wlof_W~hl~a..,IM'-itjifttI.;...M..!.t. r_FMr 

beingfunded~collea been estimated at around 700 state- and obligations or to fine those: viola· 
dati and monitor Iho! G~t lakes. wide,operatingwithrequlremenathat torswithalonghinoryofcomplia.nce 

:~::t~~;:'::;f~~~ ~~~lm',M~arefo~major fUlures, For approximately twtoty 
and tho! United St2fe1; that we n~ to LndustrLtI discharging Into bas~n wa- years. lackofmforccmemandlo!nient 
fully fund die agencies and programs tC:r~. O~y a handful of ~rmlu ~or permit compliance .chedules on the 
thatan:vitlltoourmana~mentofthe major dl~cNrgers ,has, been ISSUed m· put of all regulators has tnrumrmcd 

Gn:u lWs." William B<:r.ycrman, cor~ra[lng lhecmerl~nd~tandards ~:m~:::~~:~~U;:~i:~g: 
Sault SIC, Maric hcaring ::;::~~~=iSS::~i~ device to limit pollution into a permit 

"{I]cilledanemergctlcypollutionnum· the {1997] GLI requiremenu." lopollule," R.ussellLaSarge, Windsor/ 
bc:r abour a spill in my area and it was Owlotte Read, Gary hoting Detroil hearing 
closed beatusethegovcrnor [ofMichi­
ganl wusavingmoney. ~ ElaineCultis, 
Garyhearing 

-ManyofL.kc SI. Cwr', rcccmprob. 
lcmscould have been avoided or mini­
mizedhadaisringlaws been enforced. 

"Govanmentsa.rtbcromingmon::utd Because the EPA has delegated its en­
mon: uninterested in the environ- forcemenr authority to the stacc, tm 
menc . , . Knowledge of the health of Michigan DepartmcntofEnvitonmen· 
the Bduga in theSt. Lawrence Rivcr is tal Qualityhasthe majorenforccmenl 
now uncenain. There is no 1998 data obligation. The number of monitor­
because chere is no money 10 analyze ing Stations has been reduced by mon: 
andrescarclt.~Dr.Piem'Beland.Mon- than 70 percenl, thus decrea.sing the 
Ir6t.lhc:aring infonnation bue. The federal, stale 

"Thc bacldog of elCpired permits has :~~ C!:~:~; ~:, ~:: 

MIn the fiu:e of maa noncompli:m~ 
pollulers arc nOI charged a fte for the 
privilege 10 polluleour waten. . In­
spectiolU are down by 40 ptrtenl . 

Berwttn 1992:utd 1996cnforcemem 
Krioru dJopped by 66 percent , . . By 
the Department of Environment2J 
Quality's own admwion we bce a 
water quality monitoring monfal1 of 
SZ.7 mjllion.~ Dan Fuough, Wind­
so rfDetroilhcaring 

"The number of Mhhigon monitoring stations has been reduced by more than 
70 percent." -Russell LaBarge 



Clean Production

"Our state ... mandated
cleaner energy from our larg-
est utility ... Nextwcckwe
will see the dedication of...
the largest wind farm in the
world in southwest Minne-
som. We have the resources.
We can do it!" Diana
McKeown, Duluth haring

"Since a 1996 survey, we
have found that for every
dollar that the Clean Manu-
facturing, Technology and
Safe Material Institute at the
University of Purdue spent,
industry invested four dol- Pk— BAn
lars for clean manufactur-
ing. For every dollar the state spent,
over a five year period, a little over two
dollars of stare revenue was generated,
because it included the bottom line of
the company."GrantSmith, Garyhear-
ing

tries have already done or begun this
switch." Karey Shinn, Toronto hear-
ing

Recommendations

"Introduce and market detergents, 4 
Do not renegotiate the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement•, imple-cleaning products, pesticides and her- ment it

bicides throughout the basin that do 6 State and provincial agencies shouldnot contain endocrine disrupters or 
complywithexistinglawstoreviewnonylphenols and then ban the prob-

lem products. Many European coun- 
and enforce permit restrictions on

polluters. They should
keep up with existing
timetables to tighten per-
mit limits to reduce air
and water pollution dis-
charges over time

• The use of mixing zones
to dilute pollution re-
leased into public water
should be stopped

6 Federal governments
should set dear time-
tables for phasing out
and banning persistent
toxic substances, and
support clean produc-
tion technology and pro-
cess changes .

♦ Federal, state and pro-
vincial environmental

program responsibilities should not be
downloaded to smaller units of gov-
ernment without commensurate tech-
nical and financial support
• Federal funding should be restored

and increased to Great Lakes water
quality monitoring and r larch pro-
grams

♦ GrearLakes industries should begin
the neccssaryinvestments to accom-
plish the transition from pollution
reduction to clean production

I called an emergency pollution number about a spill in my area and it was
closed because the governor was saving money." —Elaine Curtis

Clean Production 

~Our Itat~. . mandalnl 
cbnerenergyfiomourlarg­
en utility ... Nextwcdtwe 
wiUxemedcdicauonof .. 
the\argoolwil)d farm in the 
world in southwestMinne-­
SOta. Wehavemeresouro:s, 
We: can do i[~" Diana 
McKeown. Duluth hearing 

"Sin~ a 1996 5U~. we 
haw: found WI fOr every 
dollar thattheOeln Manu­
filauring, Technology and 
SafeMateriallrurirutcatthe 
UniYer$ityorPurducipenr. 
indusay inVCll«l four dol- I'itrrr B&..J 

~an for dean manufacrur- tries have already done or Ix-gun this 

:~::~~~~:,:l~=:vc~r: ~i[ch: Kart)' Shinn, Tomnro heu-
dollanofnarc:revenuewugtncrarc:d, Illg 

bca.1UC itindudtd thcbottom line of 
thccompany."Gl'VltSmith,Caryhcar- Recommendations 
ing 

Klntrodua :ltld nurur dettrgcna, 
clWling producu. pcsticidesand her­
bicides throughout the baJin that do 
not conoain mdocri ne disrupteR or 
nonylphcnols and then ban the prob­
lem produCtS. Many European COUll-

• Do nortcnegoliarc: the Gmt lakes 
Wuer Quality Agreement; imple­
memi! 

• Stalcandprovinci.a.1asendes,h<Juld 
comply with a.iitinglaws 10 r~irn 
:lnd enforce permit restrictions on 

polluters. They ~hould 
keep up with existing 
timmblcnotightcnper­
mil limiu to t'tduce air 
and water pollution dis­
ch.arges owor rime 

• ThcUlCofmixingumes­
to dilute pollution re­
I~ imo public wa.tc:r 
should be stopped 

• Federal governments 
should Set clear tim~ 
lables for phasing OUI 
and banning persistent 
toxic Jubual'lcc:s, :and 
support clean produc­
tiontechnologyand pro­

=ohang<> . 
• Federal,$taleandpro-

vincial environmental 
program resporuibilities should nOl be 
downloaded to snu1ler UlIiu of gov­
crnmcntwithoutcommcnsuralctcch· 
nical and financial5upport 
• Fcdel'il funding should be restOred 

tnd incrcaKd to Gral Lakes waccr 
qual.irymoniwringandn::sc:;uchpro-

""'" • Grcad .. akesifldustriesshould~n 
the ncceuaryinvcstlncmStoaCCOm­
plish thc traruition from pollution 
reduction to clean production 

"I (Oiled on emergency pollut ion number about a spill in my area and it was 
closed because the governor was saving money." -Elaine Curtis 



Health measures should be put in place to conservation biology to develop co-

guarantee that industries substitute ordinated management plans for

♦ Until fish in the lakes and rivers of the use or production of cancer- public resources—including lakes,

the GrearLakcsbasinare safe toeat, causing and hormone-disrupting rivers and terrestrial areas—thaten-

governmentagenciesshoulddevel- substanceswithsafealternatives sure the survival and protect the

op more effective communication ♦ The International joint Commis - diversiryofnativespecies

with thepublicon the risks associat- sion should facilitate planning for ♦ 
Providing habitat and promoting

cd with eating contaminated Great "just transition" to a sustainable the proliferation of native fish spe-

Lakes fish. See the Sierra Club re- economy. Governments, labor and cies should be the primary task in

port "Something's Fishy" for six industry, and community members fish management

specific recommendation should joindy make these plans ♦ 
Local municipalities should develop

♦ Native nations should be represent- ♦ Local and regional governments strategies to counter consumption

ed on the International Joint Com- should inventory the sources of of urban habitat, wildlife corridors

mission and in all other treaties or drinkingwater contamination. The and open land by suburban sprawl

agreements regarding the future public should become involved in Government at all levels should:
health of the Great Lakes environ-
ment

this process
♦ Invest in coastal area and riverine

♦ Local communities should bemore Fish, Wildlife and Habitat restoration projects to provide the

meaningfully involved in cleanup foundation to rebuild a self-sustain-

plans, including development of
♦ Federal, state and provincial govern-

ing aquatic ecosystem
♦Invest in sensitive landsdesign and siting options fordispos-

al facilities, and should have veto
ments should adopt principles of

additional
acquisition and foster the develop-

power over plan implementation
SwScbroebn, Chaagu Imannd ment of an open process of multi-

6 Health agencies should initiate and jurisdictional watershed planning

coordinate registries to better track ♦ Improve biological regulations atall

and protect community health. For levels, including:

cancer treatment centres • Enact a strong Canadian endan-example,
should record information on the gered species law

occupational and locational histo- • Strengthen wetlands protections

ries of their patients; all chemicals- # Revise state drain codes

used, produced or released in the ♦ Better control exotic species:

community should beidentifiedand 6 Create incentives and enforce

registered; and health effects should regulations preventing entry of

be tracked in highly polluted com- new exotic species into the Great

munities such as Areas of Concern Lakes basin

♦ Regulations and tough enforcement - Fund programs to control exist-

"To permit composting of toxic pulp and paper mill sludge is ... medical
experimentation on the unsuspecting public." —Walter Sarich

Gm Luker U"lad H,e g+Rrpo 4,

Health 
• Until fish in the lakes and ri\-et$ of 

th ... Great Lakdbuin arewt IOc:at, 
go~rnment agencies should dcvd­
op more cffective communication 
with tN: publicon the risksUlOCiat­
td with euingcontaminutd Grtlt 
Lakes fuh _ See the Sierra Club 1"1:­

pan "Som ... thing's Fish.y~ for six 
spcciticreoommendationli 

• NariYC"natiOrLIshould bereprc:sent. 
ed on me Inte:rn.1tiooalJoint Com· 
mis!ion and in all O lh~r [reuies or 
agrt'C'ments regarding me furure 
he;tlrh of the Gre:lt Lakes environ-

measures should be: put in pl.1«: ro 
gu:uamcc that iodumies substitute 
the use or prod~crion of cancer­
cawing and hormom:-di~rupdng 
substanCdwimsafeaitemativcs 

• The International Joint Commis­
sion should f.tcilit:l.te planning fo r 
~iUJt tn.niit ioo ~ to " susQinable 
economy. Go ... emment.'l , laborand 
indusuy,wdcommunirymembers 
should joimly make these plans 

• Loal and regional governments 
should invemol)' the sour~ of 
drinkingwate:rconamination. The 
public should become involved in 
this process 

conservlnion biology to de:Ydop ro­
ord inatcd management plam ror 
publit: reso ur!c:s-including lakes, 
riven and terrestrial artaS-ilial en­
sure Ihe surviVlll and protect me 
diveniryof nativespccies 

• Providing habiut and promoting 
the: pro!iftntion of native fish spe­
cies should be thc primary cask in 
fUhmanlgCment 

• Loca1municipaliriesshoulddcvclop 
Slratc:gies [0 counre r consumption 
of urban habilal , wildfife corridon 
and open land by suburban sprawl 

Government at all Icvcll should: 

ment • Inye$! in coutal area and riverine 

• l..oalcommunitic:sshouldbc:more Fish, Wildlife and Habitat rc:stontionprojccu to provide the: 
meaningfully involved in cleanup fi:,und~tionrorebuilda self-l UJt:lin -

pl"~, inclu~ing d~elopme:.nt of • Fe:dc:nl,Staleandprovincialgovcm. i ng.1q~ .. ti t:~~ysrtm .. 

:~~l:!:\~~~:~:~~f~~:s:~ m~u should adopt principl~ of • !~;~~i~7o~d:~0::::t~~~:~ 
power over plan implementation SwSd7ml-. ChWZ",-"~ ment of an open prcx:c:ss or multi· 

• Hcalthagencies should initiate and jurisdictionalwat ... rshedplanning 
coordinau:regimies to bc:ttertn.ck • Improvebiologialregulationsatall 
and proteacommunityhcUth. For levels,including: 
I!X<lmple. cmar treatment unnes • Enact a strong Canadian endan· 
should record information on the: g ... rtdsp«:ie5law 
occ;upalionaland loccional hino-- • Strc:ngthenwedandsprorcclions 
ricsoftheirpaticms;allt:hemi~ • Revise$t:lledn.incodes 
wed, productd or released in me . Iknerconlrolexoue $pccies; 
commullityshouldbc:ide:ntificdand • Create inctmives and ... nrorct 
rc:ginercd; andhe;tllhdTecGshould regulations ptc:\"Cnting entry of 
be {racked in highly polluted com- newexoticspeciesintotheGrc:a1 
rnunities such as Areal ofConum lakes buin 

• R~ubriorJ$andtough ... nforccm ... m • Fund prograrru 10 connol exist-

"To permit !omposting of taxi! pulp and paper mill sludge is .. . medi!o l 
experimentation on the unsuspe!ting public" -Wolter Sori!h 



ing exotic species and
to research new, non-
toxic control methods
Fund programs to con-
trol existing exoticspe-
cies and to research
new, nontoxic control
methods

Zero Discharge
• Governments should re-

affirm and fulfill their
commitment under the
Great Lakes Water Qual-
ity Agreement to virtual
elimination and the phi-
losophyofzero discharge Jr,,,s-

of long-lived toxic sub-
stances

• Toxic release i nvenrories should in-
dude waste incinerator, sewage treat-
ment plant, power plant and other
major sources of persistent toxic
substances to the Great Lakes basin

6 Toxic release inventory reporting
thresholds should be lowered to cap-
ture releases of highly toxic micro-
pollutants like dioxin
Canadaand the United States should
lead the way i n negotiati ng an inter-
national treaty to eliminate the pro-
duction, use, and emission of
persistent organic pollutants

♦ Ontarioshould reinstitute its mora-
torium on new municipal waste in-
cinerators and aggressively pursue
producer- and consumer-targeted
programs to cut waste. Great Lakes
states should institute bans on new
municipal waste incinerators

jA .an interim measure, an
coal-burning power plants
should be subject to the
best available pollution
controls. Coal plant mer-
cury emissions should be
drastically reduced. On-
tario should reestablish the
energy efficiency programs
canceled three years ago by
Ontario Hydro
All power generators
should be subject to emis-
sion and environmental
performance standards as a
conditionoflicensing, En-
ergy sources and the air

ry. Cary hraring emissions associated [hem

♦ Federal, provincial, and state gov- should be independently monitored

ernments should provide funds and and audited and fully disclosed to the

common standards to help munici- consumer

palities upgrade aging sewage treat- 6 Radionuclides should be considered
ment systems to deal with long-lived persistent toxic substances as de-

toxicsubstances fined in the Great Lakes Water

♦ Local governments should phaseout Quality Agreement

pesticide use on publicly owned land.
Private use of long-lived pesticides Cleanup
should be phased out next

• Government and industry should 6 The governments should implement

require that PVC plastics be sepa- the recommendation by the Inter-

ratedfrom incinerator waste streams national Joint Commission that

and establish sunset timetables for "The political will must be found

the use of PVC in all materials and financial resources allocated to

♦ Fossil fuel and nuclear power plants dredge and remove contaminated

should be phased out and replaced sediments"

with plants using cleaner fuels such 6 Governments should support ye-

as natural gas and renewable energy search and demonstration projects

sources, in combination with the for permanent alternatives to incin-

creation of strong energy conserva- eration, land spreading or burial of

tion programs hazardous wastes, includingvolume
reduction technologies to reduce de-

"The only way to get rid of persistent organic pollutants in your body is to
have a baby." —Liliane Cotnoir
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the use of PVC in all materials 
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consumer 
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dredge and remove contaminated 
sediments- I 
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contamination costs, the use
of retrievable storage facili-
ties on industrial property
until safe destruction can be
assured, and technologies
for complete destruction of
hazardous waste stockpiles
with no resultant emissions

1 Governments should fund
Reme"Action Plan Pub-
lic Advisory Committees to
involve citizens in all
cleanup implementation
decisions until final goals
-mrrin tkp AreticnWnn-

cen Alan Corbiere, T-w hearing

♦ The International Joint gowmincnrsshouldengagcalterna-
Commission should recommend tives to "big pipe' sewerage infra-
that the federal governments desig- structure by supporting small-scale,
nate the Serpent River basin as an up-to-date technology tomeeriden-
AreaofConcern. The Canadian fed- tified sewage needs
eral govern ment should develop and ♦ Federal, provincial, state and espe-
fitllyfunda cleanup plan for the area cially local governments need tocre-

ate and implement stronger policies

Water export/diversions for protecting local groundwater and
aquifers that supply high-quality

• Canada and the United States should drinkingwater
develop an enforcable treaty pre-
venting bulk export of water from General Policy
the Great Ickes basin
• Canada and the United States need • Do not renegotiate the Great Lakes

stronger federal policies on water Water Quality Agreement; imple-
diversions, groundwater diversions, mentit
andwarer use conservation ♦ State and provincial agencies should
♦ Federal, provincial, state and local complywith existing laws to review

and enforce permit restric-
tions on polluters. They
should keep up with existing
timetables to tighten permit
limits to reduce airandwater
pollution discharges over
time

• The use of mixing zones to
dilute pollution released into
public water should be
stopped
• Federal governments should

set clear timetables for phas-
ing out and banning per-
sistent toxic substances, and
support clean production

technology and process changes
ti Federal, state and provincial envi-

ronmental program responsibilities
shouldnotbe downloaded to smaller
units of government without com-
mensurate technical and financial
support .

♦ Federal funding should be restored
and increased to Great Ickes water
qualitymonitoring and research pro-
grams

6 Great Lakes industries should begin
to make the necessary investments
to accomplish the transition from
pollution reduction to clean pro-
duction

"The nuclear fuel cycle is currently the main source of man-made radioactivity
released into the Great lakes ecosystem-86 percent." —Ziggy Kleinau
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