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of Mquid waste from the site into the marshy creck and surrounding land is o v LI tTL Titiiestite Tesieseoiv oL Les sesss tise vy a ss e
comaon. Evidence ,altcsli’ng to this scepage §s the red celer of the creck ‘,* ez aerzz Y ods sriteies {riengix E). £
{hence its naac, Bloody Rus Creek). In addition, vorkers from Grief Rrothers
noted that yellow and rt:‘d streams regularly flou froo the landfi31 out to and -
under thafr uorksite. . fs stated, the purpose of the Drcemder 13 meeling was to aite-st io cefine

Over the past 28 years, the landfill has rcached a height of ten feet. he predlent by eliciting from the workers present fnformation about the nature

i
Chemical “lagoons™ have been built in the h111 to collect 2ad coatsin iny Yiquid of the eaposures and the presence of medical symptods. Sirce Loth exposures

!
|
!

wastes that accumulate. However, overflows is a protlem. Qriginally, barrels of and symptoms at the three {nstallstions are similar, they will te described
wastes were simply dropped fnto dry land and exploced, re‘:easin§ clouds of vapor - together. Exceptions, where present, 'are noted,
{nto the atmosphere. Exposures. The major source of exposure scems to be fumss from the land-
In ]97]. the drain tiles under the moat surrouncing the Iand{ivn clogged, fill. These fumes ;re most offensive ih the morning, on hu:ig-aays, and when

exacerbating the problem of overflow. Jlooker.has wrdersaien a remedial program the wind is oyt of the north or southvest (the prevzeilicg w’nds in Riagara
“to rephcc the drain tiles and \nlcncept the ]cachme a3 ;.&H 35 1o msta}‘ Falls are northwesterly). The fumes are presefli regardliess of whether there is
cIay covers to prcclude the c:trLof_ d\rcct prcctpucnon. 0{ note iy the fact | active dunping. They are strongest at Building 145, i Industries},‘whl—_h is

. that worlcr; c:r:qag“t‘r‘\;mi-n— t;:s reconstruction work arz supp)‘cd with Scott Afr ' l 100 feet from the dumpsite.

. x Pacs and protective clothmg. unlike vorkers at the zdgzcem plants. Also 6f Thf :J_aie“r supply provides another Mgwontamination. 0a

. note is the fact that since 1970, uﬂdhfe has virtezlly u‘:app-arcd fyom the two occasions, the Jast being six to seven months 2go, in a!mplants. the

. \/ arca; and a steel fence 100 feet from the site, on il Indusiries property, has water was noted to be discolored, maladorous, and distasteful for 2 period of
been dastroyed by erosion. i * two to three days. N(; such problem was noted by inhabitants of an apartment

Hooker-maintains that dumping of chemical wastes at this site was discon- complex across the street. The city of Ni.agara Falls was coatacted. The prob~

; ‘tinued 1n:1976. Workers present at the meeting, housver, described continued . ’“3‘:‘3_5 attributed to “algae™; no analysis of the water or f;ﬁ'(;::p of lhe—‘
dumping by unmarked trucks in the early morning and late cvening as late as, pra én was guRe. : ’
one moath ago. ' ; ) Medical symptods described by the workers present include the follouing:.
The few York State Department of Environmental Conservaiion has monitored X . Skin: - Red spots on the face and hands, under the arms znd on the trunk
sediment from Bloody Siun Creek for chemical and pesticice residues, and plans en ; after exposure to fumes. Similar lesions have also been described by the
extensive program of ground water wonitoring.- A st of chenicals dumped -- drivers of trucks carrying the chemicals to be dunped. Diffuse ftching was
% \
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The chronfc cffects are not kaown. Whether or not these ¢tionic effects drelu e

cmphysema, for example, is not known, Wivex, CCly and trichlorophengl are hrg.n

anima) carcinogens; lindane s a suspect carcinogen. Diexin can prucuce skin
ma car 2 P

irritation and rashes,..arthralgias. liver damage, end Lchavioral chances; it is

a teratogen in animals snd probably in humans. Mirex has reproductive effects

{n animals; specifically, it suppre

P ——Tm T 0 - .-
sses ovulation, protably by central suppression

of LM {lutcinizing hormone). Toluene causes dermatitis, €45 depression, and

n effects

Viver damage. Lindane can cause ancmia and leucopenia. Tlese arc k

of-thész.}héﬁ};$i;;'46;ﬁz;~uﬁibo&n“6f?é?i?ﬂﬁé;_kz present.

In summary, history and medical symptoms provide ccrvincing cvidence that
‘workers at Niagara Stecl and Finishing, HL Industries, 2ard Grief Brothers are
experiencing hazardous exposures to toiic and carcinogenic chemicals.  The
most important source of exposure secms to be- fumes frcz itz landfi1V. Another
potential source is the water. The significance of the cerzers which have
occ;rrcd js unclear. That many of the cancers occurrcd in tpe furnace viorkers
at L Industries -- those workers in closest proximity tc tne landf{1l --
suggests that fumes from the landfill ma} be causally ralzied. Moycver; it s
impossible at this point to rule out occupatianal exposurzs {e.g.. nickel)} uithin

the furnace room as causal.

* Recormendations
In qr&br to more fully evaluate the nature of the erposures ond the effect
of these exposures on the health of the workers in these three plants, the
. fu]]owin§ recomnendations ;rc made:
1. That a gcneril health history questionnaire and 2 specific reproductive

questionnaire be administered to exposed workers. Consiceration should be given
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tislegizal tests on workers in each plent for the following chemicaI‘

¢ite in an attempt to measure {a) Jevel of absorption and (b) cxtent

of effects, if any:

4. Final analysis of this data to dgterminc vhether further investigation

a.

15 nceded.

2lood analysis for the following:

1) Lindane
2} Mirex

3; Diucin
4) Tolusne

§) Trichlorophcnol

6) Telrachlorophe

nol

Urine aralysis for hexachlorocyclopentadiene.

Bluod tests for 1i
platelet count.

Pulironary function
cale that a need ¢

Physical examinatjon

Tiver, and ncurolo
indicate a necd.

ver function, and complete tlood count and

tests, if results of the questionnaires indi-

xists.

s to include specifically skin, pulmonary,

gic examinations, if results of the above

Respectfull} submiftcd.

C“/.,"v/a ‘/.' ;.,'_ A/-év:/-\ . /
CorTstTne Oliver, RO HFRT
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APPLRDIX €
CLASSIFICATION OF CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES

J. By HI0%I Pesticide Criteria Document

A. Group I: Acute effccts at extremaly low dose, or serjous 1rrevcrs1‘§]c
- effects

1. B8enzoic acid .

2. Llindane.-

3. [Endosulfan._.

4. MWirex_- } ) .
6. Tetrachlorophenols .~ .
6. 2, 4,5 trichlorophenol -~

B.. Group 1I: Acute effects at lower doses than Group 111.

1. llexachlorobenzene .
2. MHexachlorocyclopentadiene
3. Dichlurobenzene (o & p) —

11. By EPA choice as pesticide candidate for additional oncologic testing.
february 1976 .

A. Benzoic acid B
B. Endosulfan \
C. Tetrachlorophenols -
D. Hexachlorobenzene ~,
E. Pentoc -

111. By carcinogenicity in animal studies
+ = definite cercinogen
4 = indefinite carcinogen
HED = ncuplastic

A.  llexachlorocyclohexane NEO. )
B. Carbun tetrachloride + -~
€. Dichlorobenzene *
D. Benzylchloride +
E. Trichlorophenol +
F. Dichlurophenol +
G. Mirex . :
indane +
lIl. hcxachlorocyc]opcntadicne HED
Tetrachlorobenzene NEO
pioxin NEO . )
L. Benzoic 3cid HEQ - .

1¥. By rcproductive effects -
Hirex: iahibits ovulation
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L1327t bmeecep 2nd shin bone ) suspzoted, o W

¢zfcrmed fingers and toss ) femai \ >
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TESTIMONY, ()l‘: CARL SABEY

Mr. Sasey. Inasmuch as my colleagues covered most of the medi-
cal problems, my statement deals more with how the dump was
run. : .

I have worlied forle.L. Industries on Hyde Park Boulevard in
Niagara Falls, N.Y., going on 31 yecars this October. 1 started to
vork in the yard department. I worked in this department for

ibout 8 years from 1948 until 19506.

About 1952 THooker started a landfill dump just over the fence
rom N.L. Industrics. The northern side of the yard department
uns right up to this fence. The yard department is two depart-
1ients in one known as alloy. This is the yard and furnace room.

The first thing I noticed was they would dump drums into the pit

day or so, then cover them with dirt. Some of these expesed
rums would blow up and fly up into the air. We learned later that

s happened when some of the drums got wet. After a short time,
imes would come out of the dump and cover the department and
iany times the plant. Whenever this happened, my eyes would

ater and my skin would burn. If you could not run away from
1ese fumes, then your throat would burn also.

Whenever the fumes got bad, the workers would complain to the
fice. We were told that the plant called Hooker each time this
appened. A shorl time later, as a rule, they would have someone
illdoze dirt over the drums. At times fumes caused work stoppage
r-short.spans of-time. At night it Was the same—a call was made,
ien you would wait. At night it took much longer before the
mes were stopped. As to how muclht of the plant was covered
ould depend on the wind. At times the fumes covered our plant
npletely.

As time went on fumes were noticed in an elevator shaft, and
.ong the main railroad track a colored and smelly slime formed.
he elevator pit is not far away and the track is right along the
mce. The railroad bed has now been replaced. A lot of stone and
ew Llics were put in.

There was also the time when our front office was being painted.
luring the night the dump emitted fumes causing damawé to the
resh paint. The next day the paint looked like it had been burned.
t was a mess.

I'would like to elaborate on that a little bit. It looked as though
omenody took a blowtorch and went over it preparing the paint,
r-tead of just being painted.

A baq'.:;;round, from 1949 I became involved with union work.
:‘:_"-’T-t‘ tme or another I held every office within the local union.

moved into maintenance as o millwright. [ state this only as
St tiy thies .4 eV.L4 YooY P y R
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