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Ontario Hansard - 03-November2005 

Mr. Howard Hampton (Kenora-Rainy River): I must respond to the 
Minister of Energy, who yet again today held another photo op, but I 
was left at the photo op looking for the details. We're now into the third 
year of the McGuinty government, and all we have from the McGuinty 
government in the way of an energy efficiency strategy is a statement 
that something might happen. 

I want to contrast this with something that was laid out for the 
government over 18 months ago by the Pembina Institute and the 
Canadian Environmental Law Association in their report on energy 
efficiency. I just want to read a few of the things: 

"The government of Ontario should adopt minimum energy efficiency 
standards under the Energy Efficiency Act equivalent to the energy 
efficiency levels required for Energy Star labelling for all major 
electricity-using devices." After three years, has the McGuinty 
government done that? No. 



"The provincial building code should be amended to require R2000, 
Canadian building improvement program ... or equivalent energy 
efficiency performance." Three years into the McGuinty environment, 
have they done that? No. Now they might go and consult about the 
building code. 

"The Planning Act should be amended to permit municipalities to make 
energy efficiency design requirements a condition of planning and site 
approvals for new developments." Has the McGuinty government done 
that after three years? No. 

"The most energy-efficient technologies in all sectors and end uses 
should be labelled through the Energy Star program or, if not included 
in Energy Star, through a provincial labelling system." After three 
years, has they McGuinty government done that? No. 

"The government of Ontario should establish a partnership with 
utilities, financial institutions, energy service companies, municipalities, 
and other stakeholders to offer a series of financing mechanisms to 
assist electricity consumers in all sectors to finance the adoption of 
energy-efficient products and technologies." After three years, has the 
McGuinty government done that? No, they haven't. 

"The government of Ontario should enter into an agreement with the 
federal government" on: 

-- "Grants for high-efficiency home energy retrofits and new R2000 
homes." Have they done that? No. 

-- "Grants toward the additional cost of new high-efficiency commercial 
buildings and commercial building retrofits." After three years, have 
they done that? No. 

-- "Sales tax rebates for all Energy Star products in all sectors and 
small-scale renewable energy power sources." Have they done that 
after three years? In fact, what they did is they rescinded the tax 
rebates on those things. 

-- "Business tax credits for industrial energy efficiency equipment and 
cogeneration systems. 

"These incentives should focus initially on technologies where the 
largest reductions can be achieved at the lowest cost." Has the 
McGuinty government done that after three years? No. 

This is from the province of Manitoba. A resident in Manitoba today 
can get a $5,000 low-interest loan to refit their home and put in 
insulation. They can use this money to put in energy-efficient windows. 
They can use this money to buy energy-efficient appliances. They can 
reduce their electricity consumption by 35% today. They're not facing 
an electricity shortage. Has the McGuinty government done this after 
three years? No. 

>From Quebec, another province that is not short of electricity: Quebec 
engaged in a strategy to start retrofitting literally dozens of apartment 
buildings in downtown Montreal this summer. Why? Because, like 
apartment buildings in Ontario that were built in the 1950s, 1960s and 



170s, they don't have very good insulation. They had electric heat that 
was not very efficient. Quebec is retrofitting those apartment buildings 
to get electricity consumption down. Has the McGuinty government 
done that after three years? No. 

What we had today was an announcement that was heavy on photo 
ops, but after three years, what we've seen from the McGuinty 
government is a $6.5-billion deal for a nuclear fixer-upper. That's your 
energy policy. The rest has been window dressing. 
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