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Chlor'Lle-Dioxin Campaign Strategy 

On April 5th, the National Wildlife Federation will be corAubinq 
conference call to kick off a national campaign to include a chic,  
-.dioxin provision in the clean water act. The immediate goal 1.t. 
Congress to mandate and provide funding for the-EPA to develop a 
national strategy to reduce or phase out the class of chlorine - 
dioxin chemicals that have created the growing public health criL 
concerning reproductive deformities, breast cylcer, and impaiaed 
learning disabilities. 

The EPA praposal provides a first step to eliminate 
bioaccumulative pollutants for the following reaeons: 

• Chlorine based compounds are the larqest source o± dioxin and 
other estrogenic copycats. 

sufficient science exists to justify the reduction and in se,  
cases the elimination of many chlorinated compounds. 

• there are thousands of products in use t_137 that have a anaeaine 
base. We need to develop a strategy to minimize e(a,.,a 
disruption' -- especially to vulnerable workers w1ae . a• 
little alternatives for employment; and 

• the chlorine-dioxin strategy is precedent settin heoati.e 	.'I 
is willing to look at a whole class of chemicals, rather than 
just regulating individual chemicals in isolation. 

Fortunately, we have a couple of months to build a public campaign, 
We expect S. 1114, to reach the Senate floor in late May or L.7,aa 
key to our success, is our ability to educate and mobilize r-La-
opinion demand that the Senate authorize a begin to phase ou!: the 
worst of these "hormone copycats." 	With industry .4z?readv 
the hill and mia,naforming the public your help in reacli 

\ public in your state is the critical component for this amen- 
happen. 

To aid in your efforts, several Federation staff members are 
currently preparing an organizers kit that includes the folicwin 
items: 

report "Hormone Copycats" 
assorted factsheets 
talking points 
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letter to the editor 
New York State Woman's group letter 

On April 5th, we will use this packet as a starting 	 a 
strategy to build a broad coalition with other segments of sc,ie:. 
such as woman', veteran's, Native American and other subsistee 
ancrlers that are most affected by dioxin and :,ther estrogen cory(,11-. 
chemicals. 

There is no question that these chemicals weaken the ability of 1T.,r, • 
to reproduce and develop healthy children. The examples of 	. 
sick animals that you have seen or read about 	e a precur:_' 
is in store for the human race. This  is a battle that must. 1) 

The call will take place on April 5, 1994 at 3:30 pm EST. 
(230 CST, 1130 NET, 1230 PST) 

To participate* 

1) RS'1 to Rick  spencer at 202-797-6635 by noon on April 5th 

2) Dial 1-490-888-1826 (or  202-296-1132 in the  Wahinton tLi .1  

diAling 
 

area a_  few minutes befoxe the c. 	is scheduled tc 
give your  name  and, ask to  be  connected 	!T - 

Wildlife ir-ItX'ati.P.L3-a.QUfpce call. 

We are looking forward to talk with you on April 5th. 

Thanks for your interest and. commitment. 



causes infertility. Perhaps the oddest thing 
about endometriosis is that there were only 
21 reported cases in the world 70 years ago; 
today there are 5 million in the United 
States alone. In a new German study, 
women with endometriosis were more 
likely than others to have high levels of 
PCBs in their blood. Some breast cancer 
may also have an environmental cause. 
Unusual amounts of DDE, the pesticide 
residue that seems to be leaving the alliga-
tors shortchanged, shows up in the tissue 
of women with breast cancer, according to 
a study last year by Mary Wolff of New 
York's Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
Women with the greatest number of these 
DDE footprints were four times more like-
ly to get breast cancer than women with the 
fewest such signs, The connection is plausi-
ble. This year the National Cancer Institute 
will begin a major study of the high rates of 

geulike pesticides, have their own repro-
ductive problems: more infertile females, 
sterile males, lower sperm cOurits and high 
estrogen levels. One male: says toxicologist 
Charles Facemire of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, "had estrogen levels high-
er than most females." 

Despite such findings, "much of the evi-
dence [about estrogen mimics] is circum-
stantial," says Thomas GoldSwOrthy of the. 
Chemical Industry Institute of Toxicology 
Although there is no question that the pol-
lutants fit the body's estrogen receptors, 
there's still some wiggle. romp to argue that 
the chemicals do not switch on the same 
biological pathways that real estrogen 
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The federal wetlands protection program has come under attack anC. - 
danger of being weakened. And millions of pound of toxic chemioal 
continue to be discharged in to the nation's waterways.In addlt_c 
causing cancer, evidence is mounting that Dio-4 11, and other 
chemicals are responsible for a variety of reproductive de!::2_TI:e0 
learning brian disorders, and weak immune systems. or_ 
parents consume certain these chemicals have a greater  
horn with weak immune systems, deformed reproductive u:T,4anG, 
disabilities and other developmental illnesses, 



 

SHOOTING BLANKS 
Men's sperm counts are 

50 percent since 1953, 
• Says one•study. 
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• CROP DUSTER. 
'Among the. chemicals that 

. mimic estrogen are Widely 
used pesticides. 
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ALLAMMIT—PHOTOTAHF 
breast cancer on New York's Long Island, 
assessing women's exposure to estrogen-
like compounds in pesticides once used on 
the potato fields (and still in the aquifers) 
Where suburbs now sprout. 

Playing canary in the coal mine, wildlife 
was the first to send signals that some-

thing was seriously wrong," says zoologist 
Theo Colborn of the World Wildlife Fund, 
Fish in places like the Great Lakes, where 
PCB and DDT concentrations arc extreme-
ly high, and the terns and gulls that eat 
them, are becoming biochemical hermaph-
rodites! the males have reproductive parts 
of both sexes: Florida panthers, eating high 
on a food chain contaminated with estro-,,. 

505E1(10VALLOARES-IMAGV.DANK 
does. Skeptics also ask why, if the ubiqui-
tous estrogen impostors really trigger can-
cers and other diseases, rates of the illness-
es are not higher. Lawmakers may not wait 
for an answer, In February, the Clinton 
administration called for an 18-month 
study of chlorine (a component in many 
estrogenlike chemicals) to assess its effects 
on human health and the environment, 
with an eye toward restricting or banning 
it. A bill in Congress would phase out 
chlorine in the paper and pulp industries 
over five years. Hell has no fury like a 
congressman who discovers he's not the 
man he thought he was. 
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