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?Y CHRISTIE MGLAHEN
fie Globe afd Malt
with Oanadian Pross

‘Canadlan Enviforiment Mlmster
Thomas McMillan and  his U.S.
codhterpart have agfeéed on the
outling of & plan to clean up the
Niagara River by redueihg the mil-
liong 6f tonnes of toxic chemicals
seeping into the drinking watdr of

populations- on both  sides of the .

border,
'Theii‘ outline — which must un:
rgo further negotiations on time-.
lab es ‘and méthods before a final
plan Is developed by July, {987 —
makes no commitment to excavate
several underground U.S. toxic-
wasté dumps that are 164Kking huz-
ardous chemicals into the ground~
watef and the rivet,

Instéad, It ‘focuses” oh - setting

goals to reduce ‘‘certain toxic
chemicalg’ entering the river from
industrial sources, perhaps by 50
per.céiit by 1695,
About 90 per cent of the chemical
pollution flowing into the river
comes from the United Btates;
about 80 per cent of it comiés from’
the dmp As while the rest comes
fromi . indus
WaatepeWers

rhe Wasthiigton amﬁounéemem ! "‘-lan has been saylng th dt {0

 whstes in the dymps 18 "like puttlhg‘ ‘

Was immediately branded by major
efivitonmental organizatlgns as’ a
public-felatioiis ploy with ittle sub-

gtan
"l thhik ip's the b:ggest ﬂt)n.evdntg
the yedr ‘becaiise it's xiot clear
that we Have won anyth ri,g
Mxll yard, a s pokesindn fnf‘ dlluti
,said Pan interview.
Sara itler, co-ordinator” of the
Caﬂbdlan Environméntal Law

ciatjon and a Canadian dh‘eétoi‘ 'ofx

trial = and municipal )

Great Lﬁkes United; 4 thuid-border
efivironment group, sdid the an.
Houncetnent
ward. ' . All wa Hiuve is, maybe
sbme goals (to reduce pollutnon) m
another yeay.'

Ontario
James Bradley
attack from

‘Who his been tnder
¥: MtMillan fof his

ingistence thit the Aumps should be '
‘éxcavated; said ih afi ifiterview that

“‘more Work heeds to be done” drid
Ontario will take part in the negotids
tidns toward a final agreement.

He sald yesterday's atnourice.
ment 18 “hot an agreement, but &

joint press’ release that doest’t

hake any eummltments to o fedues
tnon "

Ontario’s goal is the ‘virtual
elimination’ .of - tokit substanees

‘enteting the waterway, Mr. Bradley

gaid, and “there’s more work to be
done so we can have a meaningful

dgreement that will have a éhance .
t6. aléan up the river.”’ By not Wire -

ning a commitment frof the Umtéd
States to excavate the dumps
McMillan hay apparently P allen
short of his own previoud %oal of
digping up the: sues and dea rowng
the wastes.

Uritil very tecenn

Jeimm i sleve,
M Miller said ésterday‘a dns

1 *had bae ih order rot

mmaemem ] ﬁl&i}mt Mr: MeMil-
‘w ruffle U.8.Catladlan relations at

# tie when free-trade negotlations
ate getting under wiy."

h’i? t Wushlggtﬁﬂ yesterday, the .
- palndgter sal
e beer mled ouh bt U8, oméiﬂls

gxcavation has not

s it Tact 4 step back-

t' MGMI[-“
‘eBVGt he |

tiave heanh and’ envlronmental

* toticerns about it.

Instead he said, the emphasis for

" now 18 a1 extracting the chemiicals
‘which have migrated unde Fround

Envirotfient: Ministep (100 the dumps and on des

roymg

thei’n of “sucking them back ‘into

the dumfs. These are the less costly.
?thods. already planned by U.

dt iclals” for at least two, of the
dups,

‘phenol and mercury sificé the 1040s. /, tants s dlso unknown, though:mhead - wlth

it was not clear what itnpact 4 80 -

per cent reduction in mduszrlal
cheriicals wotild have, My, MeMil-
14n said authorities ate not sure Y
what afotint of chemicals is goit
‘Into the river.

He $ald some estimates rangé as.

high 48 nihe million tonnes. entering
“thé river dail

‘The. ciist. 0%/ reducing these polly-

‘The cleantp outling was an-

nounced in a jolnt statemeht in
Washington yeste§ b
MéMillan and Lee ' homas, admin-
istrator of the U.S. Environniental
Prﬁtecti;)h Agéncy, They comritted
their of
tails by July 1, 1987,

Mr. Thomas said the first major
cleanup efforts will be at four sites

Ad New' York  stater Love Canal,

Hyde Park, § Area and 102nd Street.

He sald that ‘“‘where excavatior
has fot” beén chosen as the  pre-
férred rbute, it is stmply bechuge it
is fot as effective as extraction
technology .in dealing with wasted
that have' 'migrated frotn' the
(waste) site into the suriounding

«bedrock,” Excavation has not been

chosen fot any of the sites, but Mr.,

:Bradley said the joint statement’s
" mention of the possibility of excava:

tion is “‘a step forward.’
Mr. Millyard and Ms Millef said

substantial quantities of wastey.

would remain In those dumps an
should be extracted.

“The river, which alsb'receives :

wasteg from ‘municipalities and a
complex of steel, petrochemical and

- chemiocaldhianufacturing industries,

has been subject to poliution probe
lems from baoteria, ofl and excess

give levels of phosphorus; chloride,

icials to complete the de-

%he agreemem at the
McMillah said it would be tens of federal level despite differences
millions of dollars. shared by the with the Ontarlo Government,
Canadian, U.§., Ontarlo, and New ‘which he accused of combitifig} vscha
York State GoVemmehts. 1 gnce and high emmloﬂ" in rhetori¢’
tn any' asé. reductiofis in pollu«‘ onmé subject. - -

tion woilld require new laws from - . For the third day in a Tow, he
Ontario and eW York State; the / ‘attacked Mr, Bradley’s’ standards
jurisdictions with the ‘major respo-  as 0o high, saying he ls fod up Wit
siblity for controllin ﬁpollutioﬂ. : Ontario! “I'm not Interested infenvis
Mr, McMillan said He s pressing - yonental theology.” < -
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