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Niagara River accord criticizedby environmental groups  
iity CHRISTIE MoLAREN 
The Glebe and Mall 
with Canadian Prsai 

' Canadian tilt/1611MM Minister 
Thomas McMillan and his U.S. 
contiterpart have agreed on the 
outline of a plan to clean up the 
Niagara River by reducing the mu-
lione Of tonnes of toxic chemicals 
Seeping inn! the drinking, water Of 
populations on both sides of the 
border, 

Their Outline — Which mutt un-
dergo further negotiations on timer  
tables and methods before a final 
plan is developed by July, 198/ 
makes no commitment to excavate 
several underground U.S. toxic-
waste sinning that are leaking haz-
ardous chemicals into the ground-
water and the river, 

Instead, It 'ftictikes on setting _ 
goals to reduce "certain toxic 
chemicals" entering the riVer, from 
industrial Saurces, perhaps by 0 
per eat by WM.  

About 90 per cent of the chemical 
pollution flowing into the river 
Conies from the United States; 
about 80 per cent of it comes from ' 
the dumps, While the rest comes 
(rent ladd$fria.1 and  #14014a1 
waste sewers. 

The Washington annoutioehient 
was immediately branded by Major , 
environmental organitatiOns IiS a 

ploy With little sub-' ' 
Stance, 

"I think it's the biggest non.event, 
Of the year 'because it's not Clear 
that We have WOO anything," Kai 
Mitlyand, a spokesman for /*dilution .;  
Probe, Said in an interview. 

Sarah Miller, Co-Orditiattif Of the - 
Canadian Envjtontninital.LaW ASSo' 
tiatkikand a Canadian direCtor of  

Great Lake United; ti H110.66140' 
efiVirotinient groan, Said the an,  
tiouncement "is In fact ii step back-
Ward. . . All We have IS, Maybe, 
some goals (to reduce pollution) in 
another year," 

Ontario EnVirdtillielit IVIirilster 
James Bradley, WHO has been Under 
attack from 	MeMillari for his 
inaisterice that the Mining should be 
excavated, said in tifi ititerVieW that 
"more work heeds to be done" and 
Ontario will take part in the tiegritilid 
Hens toward a final agreement. 

He said yesterdoy's 
tnent IS "not an, agreement, but It 
joint preSS release that doesn't 
Inake any cbinthittiletait to a tedlic. 
don:" 

Ontario's goal is the "virtual 
elimination" of toxic substances 
entering the Waterway, Mr. Bradley 
Said, and "there's more work to be 
done so we can have a meaningful 
agreement that will have a chance 
M. Clean up the rivet." By not Witu 
ning a Commitment from the United 
States to excavate the dumps, Mr. 
McMillan has apparently fallen 
short of his own previous goal of 
digging up the sites and destroying 
the wastes. 	 , 	• 

Until very recently, Mr, McMiJ-
Ian 

 
has been saying that to leave the 

wastes in the dumps Is "like jitittirig 
Jeliti.itt a sieve, 

Mg Miller said yesterday's an 
natirlotonetit sli 	that Mr, McMil- 
l an "hag backpedalled in Order not 
to ruffle ,thso atiadiati relations at 
a time When free-trade negotiations 
are getting under way," 

111 Vittsningtoti yesterday, the 
minister said eketrtratiOn has not 
been ruled out, but U.S. officials  

have' health and eavirottniental 
toticerns about it. 

Instead, he said, the emphasis for 
hOW IS 011 extracting the Chemicals 
which have Migrated underground 
froin the dumps and on destroying 
'then' or 'sucking them back" into 
the &MOS. These are the less costly 
hiethOds, already planned by U.S. , 
(Abele's for at least tWo, Of the 
dumps, 

Cleatnip OUtlirle Was an. 
nOtniced in a joint statenient In 
Washington Yesterday by Mr. 
MCIVIillan and Lee Manias, admin. 
!Strata Of the U.S. EtiVirotiniental 
Protettion AgetiCy, They cOMMItted 
their Officials to complete the de-
tails by July 1, 1987. 

Mr. Thomas said the first major 
cleanup effOrtS Will be at (Or Sites 
in New York State' Love Canal, 
Hyde Park, S Area and 102nd Street. 

He said that "where excavation 
has hot' been Chosen as the pre-
ferred ratite, it is simply because it 
is hot as effective as extraction 
technology in dealing with wasted 
that Wile migrated „Iran the 
(waste) site int0 the tUrittinding 
bedrock," Excavation has not heed 
chosen tot any of the sites, but Mr, 
Bradley said the joint statement'S 
Mention Of the possibility of excava-
tion is "a step forward." 

Mt. Millyard and Ms Miller said 
substantial quantities of WasteS 
would remain In those dumps and 
should be extracted. 

The river, which also receives 
wastes front municipalities and a 
complex of steel, petrochemical and 
chernical#Manufacturing industries, 
hag been subject to pollution prob.,  
lems from bacteria, oil and exces. 
give levels of phosphorus, chloride,  

phenol and mercury since the 1940s. 
It Was not clear what impact a du 

per cent reduction in induStrial 
chernicals Would have. mr. McMil-
lan said authorities are not sure yet 
What amount of Chemicals is going 
Into the river. 

He said some estimates range as 
high as nine million tonne§ entering 
the river daily. 

The cast of reducing these pollu.  

tants IS also unknown, though, 
McMillen said it *alai be tens of 
millions of detail% Shared by the 
Canadian, 	Ontario, and New 
York State doVerrint, 	 ' 

In any 4ase, reduetiOns in,  politeo 
taut wont require OW law§ from 
Ontarlii and New York State, the ; 
jurisdictions With the rAtijor respo-
siblity for tentrollitig ptillbtiono 

Mr. McMillan said he is pressing • 

ahead With the agreement at the 
federal level despite differences 
With the ontario Government, 
which he accused of combinWS4 
once and high emotion" iflt hsforie 
on the subject. 

Poe the third day in a row, ht.  
attacked Mr. Bradley's standards,  
as too high, saying he is fe* tth *it* 
0titario t "I'm not interested litenvits 
robthentel theology," 	; 
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