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August 30, 1982. RECEN

Dear Friend:

In continuing my investigation into Lake Ontario/
~Niagara River toxic chemical pollution, I have uncovered
some very disturbing facts.

You will recall that the homes surrounding the
Love Canal were evacuated and the neighbourhood declared
a disaster area by U.S. President Carter in the late 1970's
However, in July this year, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) released a study they had conducted
on the Love Canal neighbourhood, reaching the conclusion
that these homes are perfectly safe for human habitation.

While the EPA did not release to the public
the complete Love Canal report, I was able to obtain part
of the unreleased report that contained the comments of
11 highly respected U.S. scientists who were asked to
review the EPA Love Canal study and provide their opinions
as to the advisability of re-populating the neighbourhood.
Nine of the 11 scientists report serious reservations
about the safety of the neighbourhood, leading me to
believe the EPA is trying to suppress the conclusions of
the scientists while reaching a conslusion exactly the
opposite of the majority of the scientists - in short,
a cover-up. The continued seepage of deadly chemicals from
the Love Canal waste dump into the Niagara River and Lake
Ontario makes this a very serious problem for Canadians
whose source of drinking water is Lake Ontario.

At press conferences in Toronto and Ottawa,
New York State Environment Minister Maurice Hinchey and
I charged the EPA with involvement in a cover-up. My
charges have resulted in investigations of the EPA Love
Canal report in both New York State and Canada.
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As chairman of the NDP Environment Task Force,
I signed an international agreement with New York State
Environment Minister Maurice Hinchey for the clean-up
and future protection of Lake Ontario and the Niagara
River. 1I've enclosed a copy of the agreement for your
information. In addition, I've enclosed a package of
press clippings concerning the Love Canal. If you
would like further information, please write to me at
the House of Commons, Ottawa, Ont., KI1A 0A6.

I will continue to work on these critical
matters and will keep you informed as developments
occur.

Yours sincerely,

&
Neil YouMZ;

Beaches
Chairman
NDP Environment Task Force.




CLIPPING PACKAGE OF THE NDP ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE

SUBJECT: NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMEN VISIT CANADA AND RELEASE
OF US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY INTERAGENCY
REVIEW OF THE LOVE CANAL REPORT

JULY 23 and 24, 1982

TORONTO AND OTTAWA

NOTE: This kit includes a copy of the Agreement that was signed by the
Assemblymen and the Members of Parliament.
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Cover-up accusation
made against'U.S. .,
T'The head of Néw York State’s toxic
waste subcommittee has accused the
U.8.-Government of a caver-up on the
seriousness. of foxic chemical. pollu-
tion in the Love Canal neighborhocd of
Niagara Falls, IN.Y. Joseph Pilliterre
told 4 meeting of Canadian and U:S.
politicians in Tcronto yesterday infor-
mation had been suppressed.‘‘to pre.
vent. the federal Government

to come into New York State ang
cléan .up the rness.” James Fulton,
.New-Democratic Party MP. for Skee-
na, said a U.S. reluctance to clean ¢ut
«umps.. along -the Niagara River,
_means poisons like dioxin, the deadlis
- est man-made chemical, will continue
-to seep into Lake Ontarie, The politi.
*cians are members of an ad hoc group
calling for an International-task foree
.on Niagara f{rontler 'pollution. The-
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group of MPs, Ontario MPPs and New -

York State ascemblymen will sign an
agreement today to establish their
‘organization.. - -
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r o AM~Leeoic~Contaminants 1stadd] 741 22-97 gage
“aM-_Llegis-Contarinants, 1st aidl<
“TORONTO ~ 1st add 744. . . Ontario.}<

Ontario and federal covernment tests have founi the deadly
chemical dioxin and other contaminants in Lake Ontariec fish.<

Pellitterre sayvs YWashington will use the Love Canal decision as ar
excuse for not excavatineg the string of potentially=-hazarious dumr
<ttes along the Niagara Frontier.< ‘

I do tellieve that the EPA was pressured into saying that the

area was hatitable because that’s not what the data showed. Jt’s a
cover-uv to prevent the federal gcovernment from (having to) come to

New York State and svend tilllions of dollars to clean ur the
mees ¢

“RAMILTES MOVED opmic

Pillirterre, whose electoral district includes Love Canal and New
York State”s two chemical waste disposal sites, sald families were
moved out of the Love Canal area in February. 1370.<

Three de<ignated rings were irawn around thre area, accoriing to
the level of contarination, with about half of the 7¢Q families in
the third ring accevting an offer from the state to buy their homes.<

The first itwo rings are still considered unsafe. he said., but the
“PL decision means the state - which put $25 gillien in escrow to
Pfuy up the homes ~ can tegin to sell off the homes it bouzht in the
third rine.<

®rian Charlton. NDP member of the legislature for Hamilton
Mountain and the party’s environment critic. said the EPA docuzents
were avallatle to Environment Canada and the vprovincial environeent
mini<trv. “‘who have not commented on the situation, who are not
doins the job they’re supvosed to.<

*‘Ultimately, it 1s only public pressure that will csuse task
forces to be formed and solutions to be found.’ ¢

Tnlton agreed, saying 1t’s difficult to generate morentum behind
the clean-up movement tecause dioxin ““isn”t rusting bduildines, it

1sn’t forcing cars off the road and it isn’t killing people. It is
an insidious process.’

CP 1657ed 22-97-82<
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Ottawa hid report
damning return to
Love Canal: NDP

OTTAWA (CP) — The Canadian government
‘was accused yesterday of suppressing a report
.which casts doubt on this month’s U.S. decisiof to
.move residents back into the contaminated Love

Canal area of Niagara Falls, N.Y. ) :
.. The government was taken by surprise when .
.New Democratic members of Parliament de-

- manded in the House of Commons to know why it
. was withholding the documeant. —-

Environment Minister
Johin Roberts was not in
Ottawa to comment, but
External Affairs Minis-
ter Mark MacGuigan
denied any knowledge of
. the report. However, an
‘aide to Roberts said
-later a copy bad been lo-

cated in the depart-
ment’s Toronto regional
office,

“Perhaps there's been

.an oversight,” the aide

conceded. “But there has
been absolutely no at-
tempt to suppress any-
mng.u

The report, originat-
ing in Washington, was part of the data collected
dy the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
FEPA) prior to ruling that residents could safely
return to the chemically-polluted area.

Although not made public, the report was ap-
parently passed along as background information
when the EPA informed Canada of_its decision.

' Nine of 11 scientists quoted in the report, however, (.~
“were opposed to letting residents return. o
v Overruling their opinions, the EPA announced
July 14 that it was safe to return to the area, be-
cause levels of contamination there were no higher
‘than in other areas of Niagara Falls,
An ad-hoc international committee, compos
“of New York state assemblymen and Ontario and
federal New Democrats, made the report public in
‘Toronto Thursday.
** American committee members condemned the
~EPA, accusing it of caving in to big-business
apressure to ignore pollution.
-« Neil Young, federal MP for Toronto’s Beaches
riding, said the committee got the report from a
jgource in the Canadian Environment Department. |
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M/n/sz‘ry den/es supressmg
reporton Love Canal

OTTAWA — The Cana-
dian government supress-
ed a report that casts doubt
on the recemt Amarican
decision to move residents
back into the contaminated
Love Canal area of
Niagara Falla, N.Y., says
an international commit-
tesof politicians,

‘External Affairs
Minister Mark MacGuigan
denied any knowledge of
the report Friday, but a
spokeaman for Eaviron-
ment Minister John
Roberts said later a copy
had been located in the
department’s regional of-
fice in Toronto,

The spokesman denied
any attempt to suppress
the information.

The report, originating
in Washington, was part of
the data used by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency {n rwing earlier
thig month it was safe to let
residents return to the
chamically-polluted srea.

Although not made
public, the report was ap-
parently passed along as

background Iniormation .

when the EPA Informed
Canadian authorities of its
decision. Nine of 11 scien-
tiats quoted in the report
were opposed to letting

IRA has In protecting
Buckingham Palsce," zaid
Assembiyman Maurice

Neil Young, federal MP

residents return to the -

area,
Despite their Opiniom,
- the EPA announced July 14
it was safs to return to the
area because levels of con-
tamination were no higher
than in other areas of
Niagara Falls.
* The International com-
mittee, made up of New
York statd assembiymen
and members of Re On-
tario and federal New
Democratic caucuses,
released the report Thurs-
_day in Toronto, .

The committee, which
‘toured the Niagara Fron-

tier last February to makal-

an independent assess-
ment of environmental
contamination, handed out
additional copies at a se-
cond news conference here
Friday.

American. committee
members condemned the
EPA, accusing it of caving
in to big-busineds pressure
to ignore pollution.

“The EPA has about as

' for the Beaches ndmg In’
Toronto, said the
committee got the report
{from a gource in the Cana-
dian Environment
Department.

The government was
taken by surprise in the
Commons on Friday when
New Democratic Party
members demanded to
know why [t was
withholding a document of
[nterest to a large number
of Canadian residents.

Roberts was not in Ot-
tawa to comment, and
MacGuigan told reporters

‘the government had no

knowledge of the report.
He promised to look into
the matter, ,

It was left for Roberts’s
office to conflrm later that
the report had been located
in Toronto and its contents
were being studied.

“Perhaps there’s bean
an oversight,’”’ the
spokesman sald, ‘‘But
there has beem absolutely
no attempt to suppress
aﬂythmg."
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%p@ft
says N

By GORDON McNULTY
Spectator Statf
OTTAWA — The federal governmeat has been
accused of suppressing a scientific report which
challenges a U.S. federal ruling declaring the Luve
Canal area safe tolive in.

New Democratic envi-~ the EPA at a press confer-

ronment critic Jim Fulton
said yesterday the Envi
ronment Department had
done nothing to inform
Canadians about the re.
port despite its importance
for miilions of people who
depend on Lake Ontario for
their drinking water,

In the report, nine of 11
American scientists cast
doubt on the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
¢y's ruling earlier this
month that it was safe to
let residents return to the
infamous dump site in
Niagara Falls, N.Y.

The report was recently
sent io the department's
regional olfice in Toronto.

Mr. Fulton described
the EPA's decision as an
attempt by the Reagan
administration to '‘cover
up - the, health dangers of
the. Love Canal.” And he
accused Ottawa of ‘‘con-
spiring® with the adminis-
tration by remaining silent
about the report.

Denial

Deter Seralini, a spokes.
man for Environment
Minister John Roberts,
denied the department was
attempting to suppress the
infarmation. He said it is
stul being analyzed.

“ft isn't a Canadian
government report,” he
said. **We did not have any
input into it, just as the
United Siates does not
have any input into our
reports.”

Mr. Fulton later met
with Canadian external
affairs and environment
offictals who indicated the
report will be given more
attention by Ottawa.

He and other members
of an internaticnal com-
mittea of noliticians which
released the report Thurs.
day in Twronto »aid thev
expect the Cunadian gov-

ence in Ottawa vesterday.
Brian Chariton, NDP
MLA for Hamilton Moun-
tain, said the EPA was
art of a conscious effort
y the U.S. government
and chemical industry to
soothe public fears about
the Love Canal and bury
dissent,
He said the reluctance ol

_both governments to make

the report public was
“very frightening and re-
flective of their real
commitment to the Niaga-
ra River and its clean-up."”

State Assemblyman
Maurice - Hinchey, chair-
man of the state environ-
mental conservation
committee, said the EPA
report had “‘come under a
very serious cloud and is in
facta fraud,

“We have lost confi-’

dence in anything the EPA -

has to say,” he said. "It
has about as much Interest
in protecting the environ-
ment as tha IRA has in
%m(ectmg Buckingham
alace

Neil Young, NDP MP
for Toronto Beaches, said
the committee got the
repart from a source in the
Canadian Environment
Department.

He told the House of
Commons that Mr. Ro-
berts, who was in Vancouv
er, should be *‘censureq for
hiding this serious docu-
ment from the eves of
Canadiapns."

The committee,  which

toured chemical dump
sites {n the Niagara Falls,
N.Y. area last Febuary.
signed a poilution centrol

agreement at the press
conlference.
Superfund

They pledged tq press
for a bilateral Superfund
under ihe Iaternational
Joint Commission 1o clean
up chemical dump sites,
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Mr. 'nudeau caned the _ac_:cusa- .

Special ta The Nvmn

OTTAWA — A Canadian nem-'

" ber of Parlfament has volced some

ency's Love Canal report, declaring J;

tion ‘very grave indeed." v
" Environment Canada, the EPA"'

| - of the strongest criticlsm yet of the , Canadian counterpart, promised the'
U.S. Environmental -Protection Ag-

- legislators it' wiil give priority to an
. examination of the EPA report and

it virtually ignores a continuing; 410 a review of the report by leading

" seepage of deadly dlo»:m Into .the;

st x \» 4
: “The ©PA has been involvcd 1A
. extremely dishonest activity,” Jim-
Fulton, a New Democtatie Party”

- member of Parllament, told The

Buifalo News after emerging [fom
a meecting In Ottawa Friday with
Canadlan environmental officials; -

‘ The session, ,also attended . by
New York State Asserblymen Rog
ert-Hynchey, D-Ulster County, and”
Josepl, .. Pilllttere, D-Lowiston, |
was hastlly arranged by Prime’

 Minister Plerre Trudeau after Mr.,

Fulton told the House of Commons,
the Canadian government 18 helpmg
the EPA cover up the continu
danger posed by Love Cs.
leakage,

\l

+U.S. environmental - scientlsts,
‘sewral of wr.om criticlzed its
* conclusions,

In the only pxragmph devoted to-

“the ‘problem of chernical migration .
from Love Canal, the EPA report
conceded * there ‘{8 ‘‘mensurable
movement of dloxin  within the-
- gtorm gewer system,” Mr. Fultun
&’.\lda (SRS Fpant oy
F‘urthermore. the repavt’ frled to
discount the , “swale. theory" of .,

!“A-.'ﬁ"

,chemleal; movement® through'"

*streams and soll croslon .to the
.nearby ,Nlagara , River,-, without .

producing the evidence to back up ™

~such a conclusion, he added.

© Y1t has already been shown that
‘the movement of soils and toxins i3
quue eztcnsive," Mr. Fulton saxd

’ b
. - N ) A

3o Nlagara has been an ongoing con-

cern of both the Canadian and U.S. ..
governments, - because the river -
flows into Lake Ontario, the main .
-source of drinking water {or about 7
million: pcrsons on both sides ot tne\ .
border.. R
" Mr, Fulton éneged thai the DPA
report amounts to af atiempt by
the Reagan; Administration “to get-
‘the chemicdl industry out of the fix
‘they’ve gotterr themselves Into,”
~ He termed; jt:“a yery grave pos
litical. error’’ that may undermine -
one of our most important bilateral -
i; treaties; - the- Great Lakcs Watem
Quality Agreement,” | v T
. Assemblyman_ Hynchey,, chuiro y
man of thé state Enviconment and *
Conservation Committee, called the
- EPA-report.‘totally Iraudulent R
Y “The finding - that it's OK' for: "y
- people to move  back into' Love
“Canal s not substantiated by the .
information in the". report,” ae |
charged. I PPN LA,

[
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ALITANY
. Maurice Hmchcy, n Canadian of-
- ficial' and a2 member of a federal
scienlilic review committee have
.condemned the IEnvironmental Pro-
tection Ayency’s conclusion that the
Love Canal aren is now habitable.
TFollowing a Friday mecoting. in

 Albany, linchey, choirman of the
> Assembly Envronmental Conserva-

Asscmb'ymnn..

3

ot

The Sunday Freeman
August 1, 1982.

tion Committee, said he is gomg to
ask New York's two senntors, Daniel

Patrick Moynihan  and Alfonse
IYAmwalo, to call for nn mvedlxgutmn

‘into the way the EPA study was

prepared and the relinbility of its
conclusions. Both Moynihan and »
D'Amnnio also crilicized the btudy
after its July 14 release.

“There ought Lo bo something in

" the public record Lo show how poorly

"the EPA hos conducted thc
- westigation,” Hinchey said.

ln-

He caolled the EPA’s claim the
rcgmnqsunmmdmg the abandoned
chemical dump is now habitable,
“irresponsible” and “a snow joh."

Joining 'Hinchey in conduu?\ing'

'::the report wns Dr. Jo%ph Highland,
“a Drinceton University "biochemist

[

-a member of the Ontario, Canada "in a format which nllowcd anyong -
I

provincial parliment. k E Oulsulc lhc ngency (I PA) lo in-.j

. and member of the scientific peer -
. review comimittee which reviewed

the EPA report, and Brian Charllon,

ignmal

Love (,:mn} is locnted in “the'

. *Niagard Falls area near the porder ,
o ;' peer review commillce,

of New York State and Canada.

snow job’

9

{erpret.”
. After prcqehLing the report {o the
Highland

. Hinchey said of the 11 sclcntxsls ;A said scientists were asked if they

“on the peer review commitlee, only
the representative of the chemical’.
industry so])dly supporlcd the '
sLurIy He said five rocommonded ..

ngainst anyono living on tie mtu ‘

again, and npine had roscrvntlons

about the manner-in which” thof
report was conducted. - i s
Highland clnimed “the row drta
doesp't suppor(, L}w- coz.c!usxons" of
the FPA y

: l
‘Hlb I’nnu_Lon scwntmt ‘who is co- 1

Lo

(hre(lor of ‘the university’s Hazard
;ous, Waste Rescarch Progrum‘
“eriticized the methods used a3 “not
* standard scienlific protonola “_"

ngh]und snid the data prcscn[e(l
was “confusing’’

i
l e AR S0

‘enn depend on the TiPA .
and not pr(,sentcd. administration is not commlllcd to

could conclude the area was not
* habitable, then interpreted the an-
S gwers as indicating the area was
hnbl(nblc

.1 don’t think you can conclude
01(..101’ way,” Highland suid.

« Hinchey said further studies are

- needed, . particularly regarding the

health of formaer Love Connl resi-
-dents. Tie soid BPA promised resi-
dents in 1980 they would do such a

. study, but none was ever reported.

Commenling on Gov. lugh
Carcy's supporl of the EPA report,
Hinchey said, *He was mistaken,
Hc was Enkul in by thc EPA,

"Normnlly you would thmk you
. but this

‘the envxronment

Hinchey
chargcd C



AGREEMENT

JULY 23, 1982
OTTAWA, CANADA

SETWEEN ‘

CANADIAN MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

AND '

UNITED STATES NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMEN

FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE GREAT LAKES AND NIAGARA RIVER

The November 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreemeat was signed by the
United States and Canada and identified the following policies
(Article 11, PURPOSE):

{a) The discharge of toxic substances in toxic amounts be
prohibited and the discharge of any or all persistent
toxic substances be virtually eliminated; .
(b) Financial assistance to construct publicly owned waste
treatment works be provided by a combination ¢f local,
state, provincial, and federal participation; and
{¢) Coordinated planning processes and best management
practices be developed and implementad by the -
respective jurisdictions to ensure adequate control of
all sources of pollutants.
Pursuant to these policies, the signators to this AGREEMENT hereby
agree to continue their work in making representations to their respective
governments to ensure that these policies are followed.
Specifically, this will involve the following:
1. Moniter the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Niagara Frontier Agenda.
2. Pursue top-level meetings between heads of U.S. and Canadian governments,

3. Agree to the establishment of a bilateral "Suparfund" under the auspices
of the Internaticnal Joint Commission,

This AGREEMENT will be reviewed by both parties in a year's time to menitor
the progress of the work done by Canadian and United States levels of
government.

SIGNED

M}:wrp Wa.m:\ /

Nell Young{ M, P

C? <:::%§frxce dinchey, Assanol‘ T
!
isr’~ E‘L}s~— <1954f C;:212127#_‘
3r1an Charlton, M .\ Cijjgbsepﬂ—°1]\1tarre, Assemb) gman
) ./-m o C/u( —M ’
>1won,d° J ng
/"/‘é "‘, ,_ﬁ\? » " <

ST

saim Fulton, M.P.

P .
P

e - f .

Tad Miller, M.2.
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