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By RAE TYSON
special 1o The Globe and Muil
BUFFALO — The contents of
4 huge chemical dump are siow-
ly leaking into the Niagara River

and ultimately Lake Ontario,.

dccording to expert testimony in
U. §. District Court.

Separate testimony by two
witnesses yesterday confirmed
that soil and water samples tak-
en along the Niagara River
gorge north of Niggara Falis,
N.Y., prove that a Hooker Chem-
ical Co. dump continues to pose a
threat to the waterways in the
region.

“We found indications of lin-
dane, PCBs and chlorobenzenes
in both the water and the sedi-
ment,” said E. Grant Anderson,

a Markham, Ont., hydrogeolo-
gist.
Mr. Anderson said the sam-

ples were collected along the
gorge wall on either side of the
discharge point of Bloody Run
Creek, a drainage system that
historically was considered the
only vehicle from the Hyde Park
dump which is 400 metres from
the river.

"Testimony of Mr. Anderson
and other experts came on the
seventh and last day of a hearing
that was convened to review the

Dump po“uhng Lake Ontario,
soil and water samples confir:

details of a proposed cleanup
agreement that followed both
New York and U, S.
against Hooker,

U.S. Judge John Curtin prc-
sided throughout the hearing and
will ultimately rule on the ac-
ceptability of the tentative settle-
ment.-

In his testimony, Mr. Ander-
son contradicted earlier testimo-
ny by saying that the' toxins
appear to be slowly migrating
into the ground water below the
dump and are then carried west
to the gorge and discharged
through the porous layers of rock
into the river.

U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency investigator Charles
Morgan told Judge Curtin on Lhe
first day of the hearing that a
team of scientists visited the
gorge area on several occasions
over the past two years and

found no evidence of contamina-~

tion. “‘We do not believe anything
other than the gorge below
Bloody Run Creek is contaminat-
ed,” he said.

. Mr. Anderson said he re-
viewed the proposed settlement
by contractual agreement with
Environment Canada but ap-
peared at the hearing at the
request of two Canadian environ-

mental groups, Pollution Probe

lawsuits

"Environment Canada

of Toronto and Operation Cleun

— Niagara, of Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ont.

A senjor Canadian Wildlife
Service researcher, Douglas
Hallett, said he was testitying
under similar circumstances.

Mr. Hallett was called to the
stand by Canadian Enviroumen-
tal Law Association altorney
Toby Vigod to discuss the impli-
cations of the chemical migra-
tion into the river. Mr. Halleit
said, the contents of the dump
would have to be removed and
shipped elsewhere for disposal
because the margin for error in
the proposed cleanup agreement
was too great. :

Mr. Hallett said the samples
collected under Mr. Anderson’s
supervision were analyzed in
laborato-
ries in Burlington.

A major issue that emerged in
the hearing was the question of
removing the estimated 80,000
tannes of chemicals from the
dumjs as opposed to sealing them
in place as proposed in the settle-
ment-agreement. \

The environmentalists — who
were allowed to enter the case
earlier this year — insisted the
wastes would have to be ex-
humed and either transported
elsewhere or incinerated.
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ly jeaking into the Niagara River

and ultimately Lake Ontario,-

according to expert testimony in
U. S. District Court. 4

Separate testimony by two
witnesses yesterday confirmed
that soil and water sumples tak-
en along the Niagara River
gorge north of Niggara Falls,
N.Y., prove that a Hooker Chem-
ical Co. dump continues to pose a
threat to the waterways in the
region.

“We found indications of lin-
dane, PCBs and chlorobenzenes
in both the water and the- sedi-
ment,” said E. Grant Anderson,
a Markham, Ont., hydrogeclo-
gist.

Mr. Anderson said the sam-
ples were collected along the
gorge wall on either side of the
discharge point of Bloody Run
Creek, a drainage system that
historically was considered the
only vehicle from the Hyde Park
dump which is 400 metres from
the river.

“Testimony of Mr. Anderson
and other experts came on the
seventh and last day of a hearing
that was convened to review the
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U.S. Judge John Curtin pre-“r

sided throughout the hearing and
will ultimately rule on the ac-
ceptability of the tentative settle-
ment,.

In his testimony, Mr. Ander-
son contradicted earlier testimo-
ny by saying that the’ toxins
appear to be slowly migrating
into the ground water below the
dump and are then carried west
to the gorge and discharged
through the porous layers of rock
into the river.

U. S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency investigator Charles
Morgan told Judge Curtin on the
first day of the hearing that a
team of scientists visited Lhe
gorge area on several occasions
over the past two years and

found no evidence of contamina-

tion. “‘We do not believe anything
other than the gorge below
Bloody Run Creek is contaminat-
ed,” he said.

Mr. Anderson said he re-
viewed the proposed settlement
by contractual agreement with
Environment Canada but ap-
peared at the hearing at the
request of two Canadian environ-

mental groups, Pollution Probe
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of Toronto and Operation Cleun
— Niagara, of Niagara-on-the-

Lake, Ont.
A senior Canadian Wildhife
Service researcher, Douglas

Hallett, said he was testifying
under similar circumstances.

Mr. Hallett was culled o the
stand by Canadian Envirounmen-
tul Law Association attorney
Toby Vigod to discuss the tmpli-
cations of the chemical migra-
tion into the river. Mr. Hallett
said, the contents of the dump
would have to be removed and
shipped elsewhere for dispusal
because the margin {or ervor in
the proposed cleanup agreement
was too great. ‘

Mr. Hallett said the samples
collected under Mr. Anderson’s
supervision were anulyzed in
laborato-
ries in Burlington.

A major issue that emerged in
the hearing was the question of
removing the estimated 80,000
tannes of chemicals from the
dump as opposed to sealing them
in place as proposed in the settle-
ment agreement.,

The environmentalists — who
were allowed to enter the case
earlier this year — insisted the
wastes would have to be ex-
humed and either transported
elsewhere or incinerated.
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