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City fathers say emergency over 
but homeowners say It's sick' 
By Joanne Omang Washington Post 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y 	Little 
more than a year ago, a national 
emergency was declared in the Love 
Canal area. Streets were barricaded 
and houses abandoned, turning it 
into a stark symbol of lives ruined by 
toxic chemical wastes. 

Today, $80 million in funding 
later, the city fathers have declared 
the emergency over, They want peo-
ple to move back into the old neigh-
borhood. 
. But this has stunned local resi-

dents who are outraged over health 
tests that haven't happened, bills 
that were never paid and govern-
ment promises that were never kept. 

Love Canal, where Booker Chemi-
cal Co. dumped tons of chemical 
Wastes during the 1940s and 1950s, is 
now a prison-like compound of 
decaying houses, a ghost town inside 
a chain-link fence topped with barb-
ed wire. 

The school building that may have 
started the problem by breaking the 
old canal's clay lid stands empty on 
the grassy mound that covers the 
canal, its playground overgrown. - 

Family of pim.nsants 
Everywhere are boarded-up win-

dows and doors that flap wetly into 
dark, vandalized buildings. A family 
of pheasants has taken up residence 
in lawns and shrubs gone wild and 
bushy. 

"It's sick," Jo Ann Kott, who runs 
the Loyal Canal Homeowners Associ-
ation, said when told about the push 
to get the people to move back. 

She left the Love Canal with her 
husband and five children, and re-
mains bitter about the episode, cit-

- delayed payments and ongoing 
...isles with the city over old bills 

and grievances. 

BUt a few folks are moving back. 
Some never left. To them, the epi-
sode was an overblown media event 
that created hysteria where there 
should have been simple concern. 
Most of the lawsuits are not settled. 

Most people have been excluded 
since '1979 from these 235 slim'', one-
storey houses that make up the 
"inner ring" and "second ring" of 
homes next to and across the street 
from the old canal. 

Only state -officials come and go to 
a squat brick • building near the 
school, where machines hum around 
the clock, percolating groundwater 
through charcoal filters to get the 
chemicals out. • 

The current problems lie just out-
side the fence, where more 
boarded-up houses are inter-
spersed with homes 
where . ordinary fami- 
lies continue their 
lives. This is the 
so-called "third 
ring," the 550 
homes and housing-
project buildings two 
or more streets away 
from the canal. 

It is a wrecked com-
munity, and along its looping subur-
ban avenues there is only one issue: 
How much leakage from Love Canal 
crossed under the fence? 

Washington and New York state 
spent $15 million to buy the homes of 
about 400 families who were con-
vinced their illnesses and smelly 
basements proved that a lot of 
chemicals made the trip. The fami-
lies moved out. 

But Richard Morris moved in. 
After using some persuasion on his 
wife and two teenage daughters, he 
moved the family July 1. to a three- 

F,Ifir3Ing again? 
the street from 
houses in the "ti 

bed room to  
bungalow on M 

Greenwald Avenue, log H. 
hall' a.  block frorn the corn- an EJ, 

pound. 
Morris is director of the Love cutm, 

Canal Revitalization Agency, which home: 
runs the state-federal program that 	it  
has bought 398 of the houses in the fro», 
third ring. Those are the boarded-up Huo 
homes. An additional 160 houses re- level:... 
main, and 50 of those owners have er f r, 
refused to move, Morris said. 	Stand 

His goal is to move other people any 
back in, and he moved here to set an 
example, he said. 

"We took a house with two-foot 
grass in front and boarded-up win- eu I.  
dows and brought it back to where 	A 
it's a perfectly liveable and saleable 	Bio,g,e 
property," Morris said. "If someone Lid p, 
will say finally that it's safe to mar- 	wid( ' 
ket these homes, it's in our interest 	ago:: 



Moei people K we boon excluded from the "inner ring" and "second ring" . of homes ne:gi to an• ' -7.;i•- • 
the old Love Canal since 1979. But now the push is on to get people to move back to boarded=up 

bird ring." 

them back on 	tax rolls." 
Tis and many others are hop-
at the verdict will come from 
Ivironmental Protection Agen-
idy, overdue since June, of the 
ut chemical levels in - these 
3= 

nIl  come with an explanation 
the Department of Health and 
an Services on whether the 
are bad for people, and anoth-
om the National ,Bureau of 
ards as to whether the study is 
ood. 

A is clearly taking no chances 
ieating what, one employee call-

Picciano fiasco" of last year. 

fluty, by Dr, Dante Picciano of 
fOc6 Corp. in Houston trigger-
nie a1 Lov0 Canal and nation-
all=erd ori ' ,hen it found dam- 

in some of 36  

people he studied from the third 
ring, 	• 	• 

Former president Jimmy Carter 
then declared the national emergen-
cy. 

Later, some critics said the study 
was 'severely flawed imits technique 
and, although equally reputable 
scientists defended it, the results 
have been Under a cloud ever since, 

So EPA spent $5.5 million taking 
chemical readings in the third ring 
and now plans to release its report 
"in a few weeks," according to John 
Deegan, who heads the agency's 
Love Canal project. 

But Jo Ann Kott is so suspicious of 
government now, that she has re-
fused to take part in a repeat by the 
Centres ,for Disease Control of the 
disputed Picciano.genetic study. The 
CDC plans to retest the same 36 peo- 
ple in order to 	finally the 

question of chromosome damage. 
- After the first test, Kott said, she 
was told by EPA that she had "a lit-
tle damage but nothing to he con-
cerned about," 

Chemicals have always been a fact 
of life in Niagara Falls, the mainstay 
of the economy after dairy products 
and before the falls themselves. 

But just as Love Canal raised the 
nation's consciousness about chemi-
cal waste, it galvanized local .  people 
as well. A recent report by the New 
York Public interest Research 
Group, a Ralph Nader offshoot, 
found after three years of checking 
that the Niagara River. receives half 
a million gallons of poorly treated 
chemical waste. every day from the 
-chemical row" of companies in 
Niagara Falls, sewage plants and old 
buried waste dumps ill the regi 
other than Love Canal. 
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