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Pecember 13, 1979 

•r 	• 

The gouourable Larry Groisman' 
Queen' r ,Park 	 ) 

'Toro:it°, gntarici- 
1 	g" 

Dear. Mr. Grossman: 

,lAs a ; resident in your riding, i wish:  to advise youy:that' 
believe Th e Environmental Rights Bill, 1970'.;' proposed by 

-Mr. Smith., is a,,neces(104ry :step An 'strengthening T environmental
law ip 'Ontario, The idea of a reverse 	

: 
onuiciankt, 7:unusual:Us 

,criminal lavconoePtlhink.:for„- example of iasules,,Such as 
the doctrine Of recent pOsseisiOn in the offence of theft,' and: the onus 'upon the aCcusedto. ,prove r  once he is foUnd guilty of poiaseseion Of.J.narcoticsithat he is not in possession for the 
purpose of .traffickiv 	Ln my own civil litigation practice I 
liaveuuder, taken several cases:on behalf of victims of po 1 lution, 
and found the odds . signlificantIy stacked againSt:the victim ii 
terms of cost, complex :faOtuallsaues, '.1ncV,of - informatiOn;nnd 

multitudebf:availablU 	 li tle  more tban:a. - 

I have met with 1r Parrott, and his predecessor,_Mr. Kerr, ,on 
more than one,  7oCcasiop, to diacuss., environmental 'probleMs in , 
Ontario, I, do not'' believe that anyone would , seriously sugg et 
that The Environmental ,Protection .Act is adequate', or more 4,. 

;importantly, tbdt The,Minietry of the :Environment has done) very , 
much' to vigorously enforce, At. 	 , e-. ' k! 

. 	 . 
li , A 

' ,Recognizing that environmental 'protection aud' the problem a o , 
Unemployment are antagonistic to each other, an4 that strong 

, 
:.environmental enforceMept Piay,dot create popularity for the2- , ,Igevernment 	 0 witbiu % ma 	Is,egp.ents oft,he commug,i.tYrth"P"al 	, , 

POUrti .4W 10,t:140 to 	11*t votei; andjdOPClineedto'comPrOmiliel ' 

	

;N: 	4 

:f*pptoprlite: .acticluliticiiiit?eof_thenagging fear of poXftiCian's. -
:thatitrodg ac*Lo'n:mAght06,;:4bouivaste's, 

'Surely' ,:environmental.,;: prOlec't,ioni,' like' the is.sue, of capitaiH 
punishment; should not be lefttofbe, decided by .thfi'•iotr,Ong”i ,or noisioat, lobt•y!•,;, ThOl'oliork term self-interested pursuit; o , • 

1 

,to 'give the toPrta more Power should be well received.. -The_ g 



• • 
joblihould hardly:  justify the infliction - of- permanent 
environmental destruction.. What is your governmentAoing .  
fortlie.generatIons:to'comel 

. Sincerely, 

ALAN DS LEVY 
ADL:c

.  

. 	• 	'.. 
c.c.'.:Dr. Harry Parrott 

. Mr. Stuart Smith, 
C.' • 

Canadian Environniental Law Association 
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