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ByRAETYSON -
- Gazette Staff Writer ~ ¢*

The National Institute for Occupation- -

al Safety and Health has recommended

the removal of contaminated dust and .
. sediment inside the TAM Ceramics Inc. -

" (formerly NL Industries) and Niagara
Steel Finishing. Inc. plants on Hyde
Park Boulevard. '

A team of NIOSH investigators re-

cently reported the presence of- dust,

. contaminated with dioxin and Mirex in-

: side both plants. NIOSH also confirmed
~ today, the presence ot“the‘l{anne'd pesti-
cnde Lmdane inthose sam ¢

Data released by, NIOSH, a federal‘

~government. agency, confirmed ° the|
presence of the. same. three contami-
nants’in a conduit underneath the Greif

- Brothers Inc, plant ind revealed what
chemical expert labeled “dangerously'

high levels” of the pesticides Mirex and
Lindane in an elevalar shaft within the
TAM Ceramigcs facility.

Although the'sturce of plant contami-
nation has not been positively identified,
a team of NIOSH scientists said earlier

they were convipced it came from the -

Hooker Chemrcals »& Plastics Corp

genoy as

: effected AT \,

chemandnmp,.which~1s ad]aeeatteall

" “thregyplants: -

The .NIOSH recommendatlons saxd

- “No definitive assessment of the health

hazard to workers potentially exposed

-to the settled dust containing mirex, lin-+

dane and TCDD (dioxin) can be made

protection of the human health must be

TOWN OF LEWISTON - Councxlma

. Joan Gipp said Tuesdayshe_nullreque

ks remoya

taminated. That dust, NIOSH - said
could.indicate previous exposure leveld

'

" Glpp aaka more creek air tests

that-the state canduct air fests in homes e

adjacent to Bloody Run Creek
Because traces of the hlghly-toxxc

“Therefore,” the report contmued “xt
is recommended that NL Industries Inc

.and 'Niagara Steel Finishing Company.

remove the contarmmated dust,” -,

NIOSH reported earlier -that dus o
samples, removed from ventilation sys
- However, because these chemxcals are -
known or suspected of causing cancer-
*and . reproductive effects...maximum

tems and overhead rafters, were con

for worker$, althouih the long/term
health effects arenot nown '

- inside’ Nlagara Steel leshmg Co. and
NL) Industrles Inc (now TAM Ceram-
ics), ¢

- Air- samplmg has never been done in -

~..the’ area, according to Gipp: She said -

‘chemical dioxin were found in dust sam-~

ples at two local piants, Gipp spid she =

will ask the Town Board fo-write the
state Department of Health requesting.

she is concerned over. the possrble ef-
fects on nearby residents. .

Dioxin is considered by experts t() be
the most deadly material ever manufhc-

~tured. The NIOSH research team found

the additional testing. In late Decem: -

ber, the National Institute for.O¢cupa-

" tional Safety: and Health discovered

. dioxin and other chemlcals durmg tests

Tl e e

"v

traces in_the rafters.and ventilation.

ducts inside the plants.

Gipp said she will make the request at ‘

the board s meeting Monday

v

.f

Dloxm has been labeled by the federal
" .Environmental Proteetion Agency as
one the most toxic substances ever nian-
nfactured : oo

“The most concentrated levels of con- -

tamination were found in the TAM Ce
-ramics__e[gvator _shaff.
NIOSH data with previously released in-
formation indicate Mirex and Lindane.
contamination levels inside the shaft
which are higher_than levels found in

e‘

v .sump J)ump samples taken from homes

adJacentItheLm_QgggI T
NIOSH found evrdence of PCBs in the
elevator shaft sedlment;———

- And NIOSH continued w1th its'conten-

Comparing

\

tlon that Hooker's landfill was the -

on

ource of that elevator shaft conta mina-

“A sample of bottom sedlment col-

lected from a sand elevator pit'in Build- -

.ing 145 at NL Industries (TAM) indi-'

“cates mlﬁratlon of these chemlcals from

' the (Hooker) landfill."}

should ““seal off.or remove the contami-
nated sednment from
shaft " . . .

‘
P St e

NIOSH recommended that TAM

the elevator
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By RAETYSON |
Gazette Staff Writer

A team of federal inspectors has discov-
ered traces of the chemical dioxin in two
plants adjacent to the Hooker Chemicals &
Plastics Corp.’s Hyde Park Boulevard land-
fill, according to a report released Wednes-

Dr. Philip J. Landrigan of the National
or Occupalional Safety and
Health in Cincinnati, Ohio, said a research
team found traces of the highly toxic dioxin
‘in dust samples taken inside the NL Indus-
tries Inc. (now TAM Ceramics) and the Ni-
agara Steel Finishing Co. plants on Hyde

.Park Boulevard. The investigation also in- )
cluded employees of the Greif Brothers Inc. bomb,!’ said Michael Wright, of Pittsburgh,
plant, maintenence workers at. Niagara Pa.;a hygenist for the United Steelworkers
Universily, and nearby resjdents. o ofAmerica.t . e Mot A

Landrigan also said workers from the.. Workers from the three factories attend-
three plants were being exposed to “Jow Jev- ing the meeting expressed disbelief at the.
els of ajrborne organic chemicals, which ap- disclosures. '*- R S
pear to come from the landfill.” v “We aren't anything except a new kind'of '

The NIOSH tests, which included testing guinea pig,**'satd Greif employee Michael

of the plant environment and medijcal ext Dyer. ! . K ;
aminations of the workers, were conducted  Although NIOSH representatives attend-
earlier this year at the request ‘of union ix}{ the meeting refused to comment on spe-
leaders. NIOSH- representatives repdrted ci Ic health hazards related to dioxin expo--
the findings to representatives from all sure, Landrigan made it clear he was con-
three plants during a briefing Wednesday - '

i cerned. Ly . S
evening. , - ¢*“Aslong as that landfill is there all of you"
. B L. L . . L

e, at T

"“We knew we were silting ofi a time’Wwholive and work eir\e'are going to be at, deadly

A

risk,” he said. ,

" “Hooker used its 15-acre site for the dispos-
.. -al of an estimated 80,000 tons of toxic wastes
the Love Canal was closed in 1953. The firm
operations there in 1975,

ceased dumpin
accarding to earlier state reports. A

Tests recently copducted by Hooker con-
firmed the presence of dioxin in Bloody Run

Creek, which runs through a conduit under-

neath the Greif Brothers plant. Hooker has

begun remedial work on the dump, and has

promised to clean the contaminated creek

once containment work is complete. .
The NIOSH research team discovered the

dioxin < which has been termed the most

[

RN o

'

material ever made by man — i
.dust samples taken from rafters and vent
lation ducts inside the plants. *.

“If it was landing on the rafters, it wa
landing of the people,2=said-Dr—Mitche
Smgal, who conducted the medical portio

of the NIOSH testing.

TAM officials attending the meeting sai
they took action as soon as they learned ¢
the dioxin contamination. :

“As.soon as we had an inkling there wz
dioxin we sealed the building shut,” sai
TAM representative Daniel Hurley. Dioxi
was found in the TAM building nearest th
landfill, according to the NIOSH report.
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Greif Work@m possi

By RAE TYSON oy
. Gazette Staff Writer

TOWN OF LEWISTON — Workers at the
Greif Brothers Corp. plant may have been
exposed to toxic chemicals in the past, ac-
‘cording to evldence gathered by a federal
“research team. L

e building .

The confirmation came in a report re-
lessed today by the Nations] Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, and raises
“ to three the number of ad]ommg industries
which ‘have been infiltrated by chemicals
_thought to have migrated from the nearby
"Hooker Chemicals & Plastics Corp. Hyde

Tests of the alr and sediment-inside a
manhole within the plant also revealed the
same two pesticides and two isomersof the
higbly toxic substance dioxin. Mirex ig the
sediment turned up at an usually high level
-of 23,000 parts-per-billion.
__In_addition, the atmospl)ele within the
manhole contained at least 17 other “fluori- . -
pated or chlorinated compounds...most’
" probably originating from the landfill.”
The manhole is an access point for a
drainage pipe under the plant wbich car-
Park Boulevard landfill. ries runoff from the Hooker landfill area
' Toxic substances, including PCBs, and  and discharges into Bloody Run Creek. The

: ‘"

the banned pesticides ‘Mirex and Lindane
were found in an analysis of ralter dust ln — -River.

l'alm of toxic ;m-

runolf ultxmately flows mto the Niagara  ers workers aré not currently recelving ex-

Hooker ufed the dump for the dispesalof ° the internal manhole shut, effectively pre- *
. an estimated 80,000 tons of chemical  verting the substances Irom enterlng the ,
" wastes between 1953 and 1975.
John Kominsky, NIOSH industrial hy-
genist, said the results followed. tests con- - tlon 8u eggeats that workers may have -
- ducted last Decermber. t

. posure because company offlcials sealed

workp ace. -
- Instead, Kominsky added, Lhe lnlorma-

recelved previous chemical exposure.

:Earlier, NIOSH had disclosed contaml- : “A sample of settled dust collected from

natéd dust fnside Niagara Steel Finishing * “the rafters suggests that--aichdrae-expo- .
Inc. and Tam Ceramics Inc., two Hyde -sures to mirex, lindane and PCB's have

Park Boulevard industries also in close  occurredin the past,” the report said.-

proximity to the Hooker dump. Actihg on'a

NIOSH recommendation, offi¢ials frem  garding the pastlevels of worker exposure,
. those firmshave since removed dust from ™ but noted that, “because these chemlcals

rafters and ventilating ducts.’ .
Komlnsky emphasized that Greif Broth- and because they may become re-en-

are known or suspected of causing cancer,

e R T L T

NIOSH- sidestepped any conclusion re-

)SUTFe

tralned into the workplace atmosphere,
maximum profection ol human health
must be effected.”
- "“Therefore, the report continued, * it is
recommended that the Greit Brothers
Corp. remove the contaminated dust.”
Greif Brothers Industrial Relations Man- '
ager Thomas Minarcin said: “eventually,
yes, we will {ollow the recommendation.”
Although a NIOSH medical study of em-
ployees and TeStdefits living 4nd Working
near the formrer chemicil dump will not be
complete for-several months, an Inforial
sui'vey conducted by~ Tocal 12256 of the
United Steel Workers of America last
March suggested possible health problems
in the Greif Brothers plant.
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